Continue the Conversation Online.
Use event hashtag #WCFPM to share and connect with others at the
meeting and around the world.
@WorldCocoa | @Conseilkfekko
WorldCocoaFoundation | Le Conseil du Café-Cacao
WorldCocoaFoundation

www.worldcocoa.org

www.conseilcafecacao.ci

2016 Partnership Meeting
& Cocoa Sustainability
Trade Fair
MEETING THEME

People, Planet, Profit in a Changing World

October 26 – October 27, 2016
Radisson Blu Hotel
Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire

“The World Cocoa Foundation promotes sustainability
in the cocoa sector by providing cocoa farmers with
the support they need to grow more quality cocoa and
strengthen their communities.”
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Welcome Letter
Dear Colleagues,
It is a pleasure to welcome you to Abidjan this week to share learnings and build
partnerships, in support of our common vision of a transformed cocoa sector. This year
marks the first time that the World Cocoa Foundation is holding its annual Partnership
Meeting in Côte d’Ivoire. We are honored to co-host the meeting with Le Conseil du
Café-Cacao, ably led by Madame Massandje Toure-Litse and her dedicated team of
cocoa experts.
The 2016 Partnership Meeting agenda has been purposefully designed to encourage
dialogue on current and future trends, and issues of importance to the sector. I encourage
all of us to think of cocoa in the broader context of the Sustainable Development Goals of
poverty reduction and sustainable livelihoods during each of the sessions. On Day 1 of the
meeting we plan to focus on the “triple bottom line” of people, planets and profits that can
help drive forward the sustainability agenda. On Day 2 we will shift to future-focused issues
that speak to the theme of “Learning and Adapting in a Changing World”.
Our goal over the next two days is to identify and commit to some key actions that will
advance our shared commitment to sustainability in the cocoa sector. I am delighted that
we have attracted a wide range of views and experiences to inform these discussions,
including a large number of cocoa farmers who understand the opportunities and
challenges of the sector best of all. During our sessions, I would like to challenge each of us
to tackle the difficult issues, ask tough questions, and brainstorm new ways of working and
partnering with each other.
WCF, representing more than 105 members of the global chocolate and cocoa industry,
is grateful that you have chosen to join us in Abidjan this week. I wish you a successful
Partnership Meeting that will leave you more energized than ever before about how each of
us can take steps to accelerate sustainability, poverty reduction, and sustainable livelihoods
in cocoa. As the African proverb says, “Sticks in a bundle are unbreakable”.

Warmest regards,
Richard Scobey
President, World Cocoa Foundation
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Welcome Letter
Dear Colleagues,
I am honored to welcome you to the 2016 Partnership Meeting and Cocoa
Sustainability Trade Fair here in Abidjan.
It is wonderful to be in the world’s number one producer of cocoa and to discuss
and tackle some of the most pressing issues facing the sector at the source. If we
don’t address issues affecting cocoa farmers, cocoa communities and cocoa trees
at the farm level, we – as a sector – will never attain sustainability.
The Partnership Meeting is about exactly that – partnerships. I encourage you
all to work together, challenge each other and unite across governments,
industry, civil society organizations and others. We must ensure that we are
making progress in building a more transparent and progressive and truly
sustainable sector and are dedicated to making a difference for cocoa farmers
and their families here in Côte d’Ivoire and around the world.

Warmest regards,
Barry Parkin
Chief Sustainability Officer and Health & Wellness Officer, Mars, Incorporated
Chairman, World Cocoa Foundation Board of Directors
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Welcome Letter

Dear Colleagues,
It is my great honor to welcome you to the Radisson Blu to officially open the
2016 Partnership Meeting & Cocoa Sustainability Trade Fair. This meeting is an
important opportunity for all stakeholders in the cocoa value chain to meet and
discuss challenges and build solutions to pressing issues in cocoa communities
here in Côte d’Ivoire and around the world.
Le Conseil du Café-Cacao celebrated National Cocoa Day at the start of October
which was an important reminder to honor all of the hardworking men and
women cocoa farmers at the very beginning of the cocoa value chain. Without
them, we would not have the product that so many of us around the world
enjoy to eat and drink - chocolate. We must ensure that these cocoa farmers are
achieving a prosperous livelihood from cocoa and are able to send their children
to school. This is how we will achieve a sustainable cocoa sector.
We appreciate the partnership of the World Cocoa Foundation on hosting
this meeting in Abidjan, and their continued partnership and leadership on
cocoa sustainability.

Warmest regards,
Massandje Touré-Litse
Director General, Le Conseil du Café-Cacao
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Welcome Letter
Dear Colleagues,
Welcome to Abidjan! I’m pleased to see so many people from around the
world gather here in Côte d’Ivoire for the 2016 Partnership Meeting & Cocoa
Sustainability Trade Fair.
Cocoa is an essential crop in Côte d’Ivoire - it provides millions/thousands of
smallholder farmers with an income and a livelihood. We have challenges and
opportunities as the world’s number one producer of cocoa, and we look forward
to working with this diverse group of stakeholders to address those issues.
We hope you’ll have an opportunity to experience cocoa in all of its forms while
in Côte d’Ivoire. I wish you a productive meeting and many new partnerships for
a sustainable cocoa future.

Warmest regards,
Konan Kouassi Lambert
Chairman, Le Conseil du Café-Cacao
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Wednesday, October 26
DAY 1 – WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 26

Sustaining People, Planet, & Profitability

11

time

event

07:30 – 08:30

Registration & Installation of Guests & Participants

08:30 – 09:30

Welcome Ceremonies

09:30 – 10:00

Keynote Address – His Excellency Alassane Ouattara
The President of the Republic of Côte d’Ivoire

10:00 – 10:30

cocoa break, networking, & cocoa sustainability
trade fair
Sponsored by Cocoa Platinum Sponsor, Barry Callebaut

10:30 – 11:30

Investing in People I: Cocoa’s Next Generation –
Encouraging Youth Engagement
This session will outline how governments, industry and donors are
better understanding how to make cocoa farming an attractive career
option for young people, and the steps they are taking to train young
people for careers in cocoa.

11:30 – 12:30

Investing in People II – Diversifying Financial Inclusive
Options for Women
Panelists will discuss innovative approaches offered by financial
services to low-income rural women.

12:30 – 13:50

networking lunch & cocoa sustainability trade fair
Sponsored by Cocoa Platinum Sponsor, Barry Callebaut

13:15 - 13:50

launch of wcf program african cocoa initiative
phase ii

13:50 – 15:00

Protecting the Planet: Deforestation & The Cocoa Sector
This session intends to link deforestation to cocoa sustainability
and outline a sector framework and opportunities to work toward
zero-deforestation cocoa.

Event Schedule

time

event

15:00 – 15:15

cocoa break, networking, & cocoa sustainability
trade fair
Sponsored by Cocoa Gold Sponsor, The Hershey Company

15:15 – 16:25

Shared Prosperity – Sustainable Livelihoods for
Cocoa-Growing Families
This session will identify the pressing challenges to achieving a
sustainable livelihood for cocoa-farming families and how the sector is
working together toward poverty reduction.

16:25 – 16:50

Plenary – Day 1 Wrap Up & Announcements

18:30

Departure from Radisson Blu
Transportation will be provided from the Radisson Blu at 18:30.

19:00 – 22:00

Welcome Dinner at Hotel Du Golf
Hosted by Le Conseil du Café-Cacao
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Wednesday, October 26
DAY 2 – THURSDAY, OCTOBER 27

Learning & Adapting in a Changing World
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time

event

08:00 – 09:00

Registration & Installation of Guests & Participants

09:00 – 09:15

Welcome & Announcements

09:15 – 09:35

Keynote Address – First Lady of Côte d’Ivoire Dominque
Ouattara Commitment to Combating Child Labor

09:35 – 10:00

cocoa break, networking, & cocoa sustainability
trade fair
Sponsored by Cocoa Silver Sponsors Cargill, Mars, Incorporated,
and Tachibana International

10:00 – 11:10

Where is the Sector Today? CocoaAction Voices:
Focusing on Action
This session will showcase how CocoaAction is changing the way that
companies work and how farmers are benefiting from this shift by
highlight what different actors from the cocoa value chain are doing
differently because of CocoaAction.

11:10 – 11:30

Where is the World Heading? What Needs to be on
Our Radar in the Next 10-20 Years?
This speaker will focus on global trends and technologies that will
impact the way companies do business and what will most impact
farmers’ lives.

11:30 – 12:10

Innovation Showcase: Techniques & Technologies for
a More Prosperous Cocoa Future
Spotlight on innovations that could help transform the cocoa sector in
a ‘lightening-round’ format.

12:10 – 13:30

networking lunch & cocoa sustainability trade fair
Sponsored by Cocoa Gold Sponsor, The Hershey Company

Event Schedule

time

event

13:30 – 14:45

How Do We Go From Today to Tomorrow?
Break Out Sessions
session a: modernizing the cocoa sector through
strategic investments in research
This session will stimulate future-oriented, outside-the-box thinking
on how today’s research will contribute to a modernized cocoa sector
session b: future trends in transparency and
accountability for the cocoa sector
Understanding the future of transparency and accountability and some
of the challenges ahead are the focus of this session.
session c: scaling up financing – do cocoa farms
need financing for rehabilitation and renovation?
In this session, panelists will identify and articulate the need for
mobilizing blended finance mechanism(s) that can sustainably and
profitably developed for the financing of rehabilitation and renovation
of smallholder cocoa farmers.

14:45 – 15:00

cocoa break, networking, & cocoa sustainability
trade fair
Sponsored by Cocoa Bronze Sponsors Diamond Bank, Ecom, and Ferrero

15:00 – 15:15

Break Out Session Summaries / Read Outs
One participant from each break out session will share the highlights
of each of their sessions and how it ties to the greater theme of “People,
Planet, Profit in a Changing World.”

15:15 – 15:45

Meeting Close
Reflections of the two-day meeting will be shared and the meeting
will be officially declared closed.

14

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 28

Cocoa Field Visit
WCF and Le Conseil du Café-Cacao invite partnership meeting participants to see
firsthand the impacts of sustainability programs being implemented by the cocoa sector
with a visit to the field. The field visit will provide participants the chance to hear directly
from farmers about their challenges and opportunities.
Pre-registration required.
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time

event

07:30

Departure from Radisson Blu Hotel Abidjan to Yakassé
Attobrou (128 km)

09:30 – 14:00

Arrival at Yakassé Attobrou
Visit of activities carried out through cooperatives (headquarters,
productivity and community development activities).

14:00 - 15:00

lunch in yakassé attobrou

15:00

Departure to Abidjan

17:00

Arrival at Radisson Blu Hotel Abidjan

Event Schedule
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Notes
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Notes
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Notes
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Notes

20

Notes
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Notes
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Notes
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Sponsors

The World Cocoa Foundation thanks the following
companies for their sponsorship of the 2016 Partnership
Meeting & Cocoa Sustainability Trade Fair:

cocoa platinum sponsor

cocoa gold sponsor

cocoa silver sponsors

cocoa bronze sponsors

in kind sponsor
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