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Welcome Letter
Dear Partnership Meeting participants,
It is a great pleasure for me to welcome you to the 26th
World Cocoa Foundation Partnership Meeting Cocoa
Sustainability Trade Fair right here in Copenhagen on
behalf of Toms and Toms Foundation. We are happy
to have you here and to contribute to the engagement
of the cocoa sector in the important work towards
achieving cocoa sustainability.
With all the work that is currently being done to find truly transformative ways
to improve the sustainability of cocoa production and secure cocoa for the
future, we find that coming together here at this meeting is a very important
next step for becoming even more aligned and working toward breadth and
wholeness in the actions taken. We look forward to interacting with you on the
meeting theme, “Connecting Sustainability, Standards and Certification”.
I would like to extend my thanks to the World Cocoa Foundation for their
outstanding work and for their great support in preparing the hosting of this
event. I would also like to express our appreciation to the other sponsors:
Cargill, The Hershey Company, ADM Cocoa, Barry Callebaut, Blommer,
Guittard, and Touton – and to the moderators and speakers for their
contribution to – hopefully - two exciting and fruitful days in Copenhagen.
Regards,

Carsten Lyngsø Thomsen
CEO, Toms
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Welcome Letter
Dear Colleagues,
It is my pleasure to personally welcome you to World
Cocoa Foundation’s 26th Partnership Meeting &
Cocoa Sustainability Trade Fair in the beautiful city of
Copenhagen.
This conference will bring together people from all over
the world from different areas of the cocoa value chain to discuss the meeting
theme: “Connecting Sustainability, Standards and Certification.” What better
place to hold the conference than in Dansk Industri’s “New House of Industry,”
a modern, aesthetically functional, and sustainable space. Most importantly,
the meeting is an opportunity to share ideas to improve the quality of life for
millions of cocoa farmers around the world.
I’d like to thank each of you for attending the conference and bringing your
expertise and energy to this effort. You have the vision, knowledge, and
experience to help make a difference in the lives of cocoa farmers and the
industry as a whole.
Warmest regards,

Barry Parkin
Chairman, World Cocoa Foundation Board of Directors

4

Welcome Letter
Dear Colleagues,
It is my great pleasure to welcome you on behalf
of the World Cocoa Foundation (WCF) to the 26th
Partnership Meeting and Cocoa Sustainability Trade
Fair in Copenhagen, Denmark. We are pleased to
see so many participants here from a wide range of
backgrounds and geographies who share a common goal
of advancing sustainability throughout the cocoa value chain.
The meeting theme, “Connecting Sustainability, Standards and Certification”
provides us an opportunity to look at the cocoa sector from a holistic perspective
and see the interconnectedness of the different areas. What we hope to
demonstrate during the meeting is the need to think collectively so that we can
drive sustainability together as an industry. With the diverse backgrounds of the
meeting participants, we look forward to your many unique perspectives and
welcome your input.
WCF is pleased to host this event in Denmark for the first time, a country with a
rich history in cocoa. Thank you to Toms, for inviting WCF to host the meeting
in Denmark, and to the other sponsors who have made the meeting possible:
Cargill, The Hershey Company, ADM Cocoa, Blommer, Guittard, and Touton.
On behalf of WCF, I wish you a successful meeting and many productive
discussions to further cocoa sustainability.
Best Regards,

Bill Guyton
President, World Cocoa Foundation
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Wednesday, October 15
time

event

8:00 – 9:30 am

Registration

9:30 – 9:45 am

Welcome & Introduction
Conference Moderator: Lucas Simons, Founder and CEO, NewForesight

9:45 – 9:55 am

Welcome Remarks
Carsten Lyngsø Thomsen, CEO, Toms

9:55 – 10:25 am

Opening Remarks
Barry Parkin, Chairman, World Cocoa Foundation
Bill Guyton, President, World Cocoa Foundation

10:25 – 11:00 am

cocoa break

11:00am –
12:00 pm

Plenary — Defining Sustainability, Standards and Certification
A discussion of the terms “sustainability,” “standards” and “certification,”
as they relate to the cocoa sector and how they are interrelated. Most
commentators continue to use the Brundtland definition of sustainability
which was as long ago as 1987. Where are we now in terms of achievements,
expectations and reality?
Introduction: Cargill
Panelists: Howard-Yana Shapiro,Chief Agricultural Officer, Mars Advanced Research
Institute Fellow, Mars, Incorporated; Jason Clay, Senior Vice President, Food &
Markets, World Wildlife Fund

12:00 – 1:00 pm

lunch & cocoa sustainability trade fair
Dansk Industri Foyer

1:00 – 2:00 pm

Plenary — Current Developments and Next Steps
in Cocoa Sustainability
Sustainability is typically looked at from three perspectives: Economic,
Social and Environmental. How do each of these areas drive contemporary
thinking on sustainability, and how does that relate to agriculture and,
specifically, cocoa? This session will focus on how the “three pillars of
sustainability” are intricately linked and how they can drive sustainability in
the cocoa sector.
Moderator: Bruce Wise, Global Product Specialist – Sustainable Business Advisory,
International Finance Corporation
Panelists: Gerard Manley, Managing Director & Global Head Cocoa, Olam; Han
Loke Fong, Senior Economist, International Cocoa Organization (ICCO); Joost
Oorthuizen, Executive Director, IDH; Massimiliano Wax, Vice President Strategy
and Business Development, Rizek Cacao; Sona Ebai, Chief of Party, African Cocoa
Initiative, World Cocoa Foundation
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Wednesday, October 15
2:00 – 3:00 pm

Plenary — Future ISO /CEN Standards: A Tool for
Mainstreaming Sustainable Cocoa
What are the vision and objectives for developing consensus standards for
cocoa? How can we use CEN/ISO standards as tools for farming and trading
sustainable cocoa beans and what does this mean for farmers and consumers?
These questions and more will be addressed in this session.
Presenters: Jack Steijn, Chair, CEN Committee on Sustainable and Traceable
Cocoa; Nicko Debenham, VP Cocoa Sustainability, Barry Callebaut AG
Discussants: Antonie Fountain, Coordinator, Voice Network; Edouard
N’guessan (Côte d’Ivoire), Deputy Director General, Le Conseil du Café-Cacao;
Isabelle Adam, Secretary General, European Cocoa Association; Joseph Larrose,
Head of Sustainable Sourcing, Touton; Pierre Etoa Abena, International Trade
Expert and Technical Advisor, Office National du Cacao et de Café (Cameroon)

3:00 – 4:00 pm

Plenary: The Path Forward for Certification
What are the key lessons learned? What is essential for the future of
certification? This session will begin with a presentation on the key lessons
learned in cocoa certification followed by thoughts and reactions from the
session panelists on the essentials in the path forward for certification.
Presenter & Moderator: Jerwin Tholen, Associate Director, KPMG Advisory N.V.
Panelists: Andreas Kratz, Director of Standards & Pricing, Fairtrade International;
Daan de Vries, Markets Director, UTZ; Elan Emanuel, Senior Manager - Supply
Chain and Producer Services, Fair Trade USA; Götz Schroth, Senior Manager,
Sustainable Agriculture Division, Rainforest Alliance

4:00 – 4:15 pm

cocoa break

4:15 – 5:15 pm

Plenary — Perspectives on the Meeting Theme:
“Connecting Sustainability, Standards and Certification.”
This session will seek the feedback about the presentations given during the
day on the meeting’s theme. We’ll hear different voices and perspectives on
sustainability, standards and certification from origin governments, other
NGOs, and cocoa industry.
Moderator: Bill Guyton, President, World Cocoa Foundation
Panelists: Aldo Cristiano, Director Cocoa Procurement, Ferrero Trading Lux S.A.;
Edouard N’guessan, Deputy Director General Le Conseil du Café-Cacao; Jason
Clay, Senior Vice President, Food & Markets, World Wildlife Fund; Stephen Opuni,
Chief Executive, Ghana Cocoa Board

5:15 – 5:30 pm

Day 1 Roundup

6:00 – 6:45 pm

reception
Dansk Industri Foyer

7:00 – 8:30 pm

dinner with a view
Dansk Industri Top Floor Dining Room
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Thursday, October 16
time

event

8:00 – 8:30 am

Registration

8:30 – 9:00 am

Introduction & CocoaAction Overview
Conference Moderator: Lucas Simons, Founder and CEO, NewForesight; Bill Guyton,
President, World Cocoa Foundation

9:00 – 9:45 am

Plenary – CocoaAction: A Focus on the Productivity Package
CocoaAction was announced in May 2014 as the new industry strategy for
sustainable cocoa. This session will address in detail the productivity package
in Côte d’Ivoire and Ghana that is a core part of CocoaAction.
Moderator: Taco Terheijden, Manager Sustainable Cocoa, Cargill Cocoa & Chocolate
Panelists: Darrell High, Cocoa Manager, Nestlé; Gilbert Sindjou, Sustainability &
Certification Manager, ADM

9:45 – 10:30 am

Plenary – Cocoaaction: A Focus on the Community
Development Package
CocoaAction was announced in May 2014 as the new industry strategy for sustainable cocoa. This session will address in detail the community development
package in Côte d’Ivoire and Ghana that is a core part of CocoaAction.
Moderator: Stina Nilsson, Senior Engagement Manager,
Global Engagement Services
Panelists: Chris McGrath, Vice President External Affairs, Mondelez International;
Marina Morari, Manager Corporate Social Responsibility, Barry Callebaut; Nick
Weatherill, Executive Director, International Cocoa Initiative

10:30 – 11:00 am

cocoa break

11:oo am –
12:00 pm

Plenary – Measuring Progress Toward Sustainability
CocoaAction introduces a new commitment by industry to align efforts at
monitoring and evaluation of the impacts of industry actions. Measuring
the progress of delivering the productivity and community packages, and
evaluating impacts over time, will help drive a learning agenda and continuous
improvement process by all industry partners. This session will examine progress
thus far in developing monitoring and evaluation systems for CocoaAction.
Moderator: Kip Walk, Corporate Director, Cocoa and Sustainability,
Blommer Chocolate
Panelists: Edwin Afari, Monitoring & Evaluation Coordinator, World Cocoa
Foundation; Michiel Hendriksz, Director of Sustainability, ADM Cocoa; Rosemarie
Tanoé, Head, Projects and M&E Unit, Le Conseil du Café-Cacao

12:00 – 1:00 pm
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lunch & cocoa sustainability trade fair
Dansk Industri Foyer

Thursday, October 16
1:00 – 2:00 pm

Plenary – Perspectives on CocoaAction from Farmers,
Retailers & Civil Society
What does CocoaAction mean for others in the cocoa value chain? This session
provides insights on this question from farmers, retailers and civil society.
Moderator: Andrew Brooks, Head of Cocoa Sustainability for Africa, Outspan Ivoire SA
Panelists: Retailers: Brian Sønderby Sundstrup, Senior Social Responsibility Advisor,
Coop Denmark; Florian Schütze, Senior Vice President, International Society and
the Environment, Lidl Stiftung & Co. KG; Farmers: Doumbien Assata Fanny, Farmer
Cooperative President, Méagui, Côte d’Ivoire; Sandra Naana Ankomah, Cocoa
Farmer, Ghana; Theophilus Tamakloe, Cocoa Farmer and Chairman, Assinman Young
Cocoa Farmers Association, Ghana; NGO’s: Frank Mechielson, Policy Advisor, Oxfam
Novib; Torben Erbrath, Director, BDSI Association of German Confectionary Industry

2:00 – 3:00 pm

Interactive Sessions
These sessions provide opportunities for Partnership Meeting participants to
discuss and provide feedback on the proposed CocoaAction Productivity and
Community Development packages. Focus questions will be presented to
each group, and feedback will be recorded and reported back during the later
plenary sessions.

3:00 – 3:30 pm

cocoa break

3:30 – 4:00 pm

Plenary – Report Back On CocoaAction Small Group Sessions
This session will allow the moderators from the small group sessions to
report back on the key takeaways heard during the breakout sessions.
Moderator: Sonja Patscheke, Director, FSG
Panelists: Paul Macek, Senior Program Director, West Africa, World Cocoa
Foundation; Sona Ebai, Chief of Party, African Cocoa Initiative, World Cocoa
Foundation; Suzanne Ngo-Eyok, Cocoa Livelihoods Program Director, World Cocoa
Foundation; Tim McCoy, Senior Advisor, Outreach, World Cocoa Foundation

4:00 – 4:45 pm

Plenary — A New Consensus: Principles to Drive Sustainability
This final session will provide an overview of how we can drive sustainability
in the cocoa sector. This session will draw on the contributions of attendees
to group discussions facilitated over the two-day meeting. Panelists will then
provide their feedback and perspectives on what we need to do next to move
forward together as an industry.
Moderator: Lucas Simons, Founder and CEO, NewForesight
Panelists: Alex Bruijnis, Senior Policy Officer, Ministry of Economic Affairs, The
Netherlands; Bruce Wise, Global Product Specialist – Sustainable Business Advisory,
International Finance Corporation; Don Seville, Co-Director, Sustainable Food Lab;
Edouard N’guessan, Deputy Director General, Le Conseil du Café-Cacao; Stephen
Opuni, Chief Executive, Ghana Cocoa Board

4:45 – 5:00 pm

Closing Remarks
Bill Guyton, President, President, World Cocoa Foundation
Gerry Manley, Managing Director & Global Head Cocoa, Olam
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Speaker Biographies

Aldo Cristiano is Director of Cocoa Procurement

at Ferrero Trading Lux S.A. He is responsible for Global Cocoa and Coffee Procurement and for all Sustainable Programs within the Raw Material Procurement
Division. In addition to having served as an Executive
Board Member and as a Board member at WCF, he is
active in many other international associations and
institutions such as Caobisco, FCC, ICI, and ICCO. He
has a Master in Business Administration.

Alex Bruijnis is the Senior Policy Officer for

Agro-Economy a t the Ministry of Economic Affairs of
the Netherlands. He is responsible for various subjects
relating to economics, agriculture, agricultural markets, the environment, and food security, as well as a
delegate to the OECD Working Party on Agricultural
Policies and Markets. Alex holds a Master of Science
(MSc) from Wageningen University in Economics of
Agriculture and Environment/General and Environmental Economics, cum laude.

Andreas Kratz is Director of Standards and

Pricing at Fairtrade International. His work focuses
on developing international Fairtrade Standards as
a means to credible delivery of Fairtrade’s desired
impacts and by using multi-stakeholder approaches
as a method of working. In Fairtrade International,
Andreas also leads on innovation and collaboration.
Andreas holds an Agronomist Engineering degree
from Georg August University in Göttingen, Germany
and prior to Fairtrade was working 15 years in the
organic certification sector.

Andrew Brooks is Head of Cocoa Sustainability

for Africa at Outspan Ivoire SA with particular oversight of cocoa sustainability and certification programs
in Côte d’Ivoire & Ghana. He is a serving member of
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WCF’s Technical Working Committee that provides
technical guidance for CocoaAction, as well as Treasurer and Executive Committee member of GEPEX,
the Ivorian cocoa and coffee exporters association. He
holds a BSc Combined Honors degree in Business Administration & French from the University of Aston in
Birmingham and has been with Olam for seven years.

Antonie Fountain is Coordinator of the

Voice Network, a group of NGO’s and trade unions
throughout Europe that works on sustainable cocoa
value chains. He also was the coordinator of the 10
Campaign, a global cooperation of NGO’s and trade
unions calling for legislation and enforcement to end
the worst forms of child labor in West Africa’s cocoa
sector. Antonie received a Bachelor of Arts in American Politics, History, Literature and Culture from the
University of Utrecht in the Netherlands.
Barry Parkin is Chief Sustainability Officer at Mars,
Incorporated, and Chairman of WCF’s Board of
Directors. He is responsible for developing and driving
Mars’ sustainability programs across the value chain
from farmers through to consumers. Barry holds an
Engineering Science Degree from Cambridge University and is a Chartered Engineer (IMechE).

Bill Guyton is President of the World Cocoa

Foundation (WCF). He acts as a primary spokesman for
the international chocolate industry on issues related to
a sustainable cocoa economy and quality of life of independent family cocoa farmers. Bill holds a Bachelor of
Science degree in agricultural business from Colorado
State University and a Master of Science in agricultural
economics from Michigan State University.

Brian Sønderby Sundstrup is Senior Social
Responsibility Advisor at Coop Denmark, the largest

Speaker Biographies
retail company in Denmark. Brian has 11 years of
practical experience working with CSR related issues
within Coop, and he has spearheaded several programs
and activities that promote social, economic and
environmental development – globally and nationally.
His work ranges from Fairtrade and organic food
production to heading strategic farm-to-fork business
partnerships in Coop’s value chains.

Bruce Wise is Global Product Specialist – Sustain-

able Business Advisory at the International Finance
Corporation. He specializes in environmental, social
and trade Standards, and has worked with IFC’s advisory services practice for the last eight years. Bruce
focuses on agribusiness and commodity standards
related to projects and programs at IFC and for its
diverse clients. He sits as IFC’s current member in two
standard-setting associations, RTRS and Bonsucro, and
as part of IFC’s EST team provides quality assurance
on technical assistance projects implemented by IFC
where standards apply.

Carsten Lyngsø Thomsen is the CEO of

Toms Group, based in Denmark and owned entirely by
Toms Foundation. Toms has operations in Denmark,
Germany and Poland and produces high-quality
chocolate and sugar confectionery products for
domestic and international markets. Carsten has had
several executive and board positions in food and
retail companies in Scandinavia. He holds a Graduate
Diploma in Business Administration from Copenhagen Business School.

Christine M. McGrath is Vice President, Well-

being and External Affairs at Mondelez International.
Chris leads “The Call for Well-being”, the company’s
global platform to drive growth while protecting the
well-being of the planet that encompasses Sustainability,
Mindful Snacking, and Community Partnerships. She
also leads Cocoa Life, a program to create thriving cocoa
communities and help transform the cocoa supply
chain through better farming practices and community
empowerment. Chris earned a Bachelor of Science
degree in Accounting and Philosophy from Boston
College and a Masters in Marketing from J.L. Kellogg
School of Business at Northwestern University.

Daan de Vries is Markets Director at UTZ

Certified. He is responsible for market uptake of responsibly grown cocoa, coffee, and tea in Europe and
India, and strongly involved in strategy, innovation
and partnerships for better farming. His earlier work
at UTZ includes the set-up of the cocoa program
and the re-establishment of UTZ’ producing country
network. Daan holds an MBA from INSEAD and a

MSc. in mechanical engineering from Delft University
of Technology. @VriesDaan

Darrell High is Cocoa Manager at Nestlé Head-

quarters in Switzerland. He has led the inception and
growth of Nestlé’s cocoa sustainability strategy, the
‘Nestlé Cocoa Plan’, and led the Nestlé action plan in
response to the Fair Labor Association’s report into
Nestlé’s cocoa supply chain. Darrell holds an MA in
Geography from Cambridge University and is a member of the chartered institute of Purchasing and Supply.

Don Seville is the Co-Director of the Sustain-

able Food Laboratory. The Food Lab has facilitated
business-led collaboration on sustainable agriculture
for more than 10 years. Don is leading the Lab’s
Sustainable Livelihoods work, which is developing
partnerships between companies and NGOs to
improve trading models that connect small scale
producers to modern markets. Don received his M.S.
in Technology and Policy from the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology and has worked extensively
with the Society for Organizational Learning.

Edwin Afari is the Monitoring and Evaluation Coordinator for WCF based in Ghana. He oversees and
manages program performance management plans,
GIS, including CocoaAction KPI system and tracks
progress towards meeting program objectives. Edwin
has worked previously with TechnoServe, Chemonics
and USAID in Ghana. Edwin holds a Bachelor of
Science in Agriculture and Master of Philosophy in
Agricultural Economics from the University of Ghana,
Legon.” @ey_afari.

Edouard N’guessan is Deputy Director General
at Le Conseil du Café-Cacao in Côte d’Ivoire. He is
responsible for the development of the cocoa sector
authority of Côte d’Ivoire.

Elan Emanuel leads Fair Trade USA’s cocoa

program, in particular, being responsible for on the
ground programs and trader relationships. Since
joining the organization, he has lead efforts to extend
Fair Trade’s reach to independent smallholders,
quantitatively measure the impact of certification, and
amplify fair trade’s impact in partnership with other
cocoa programs. Elan holds a BA from the University
of Michigan, Ann Arbor and a JD from the University
of California, Berkeley School of Law.

Florian Schütze is Senior Vice President for

International Society and the Environment with Lidl
Stiftung & Co. KG.
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Frank Mechielsen is Policy Advisor at Oxfam

Novib. He works in the private sector conducting
lobbying related to agribusiness. Frank is also involved
in advocacy and engagement of the food and beverage
sector related to the Oxfam campaign Behind the
Brands. Frank received an MSC in Economics, Irrigation, Soil Conservation, Microcredit, Project management from Wageningen University in the Netherlands.

Isabelle worked with a variety of non-profit and EU
trade organizations. Following an internship at the EC’s
Consumer Policy Service (now DG Sanco), Isabelle held
information & communications management positions
for the Eurogroup for Animal Welfare, the Bureau of
International Recycling and the European Copper
Institute. Isabelle obtained her degree in Journalism and
Communication at the Université Libre de Bruxelles.

Gerard Manley is Managing Director & Global

Jack Steijn is Chair of the CEN Committee on

Head of Cocoa for Olam. He is a member of the Board
of Directors of the WCF and the European Cocoa
Association, and chairman of the Federation of Cocoa
Commerce. He has previously served on the boards of
the London Cocoa Terminal Association and the Cocoa
Association of Asia. He has a BA Honors in Geography
and has an MBA from the City University in London.

Gilbert Sindjou is the Sustainability and Certi-

fication Manager at Archer Daniels Midland, Cocoa
Division, in Rolle, Switzerland. He is responsible for
the implementation and verification of the Voluntary
Sustainable Standard (VSS) globally and is involved
in all the sustainability programs, their design and
implementation within ADM Cocoa. He has a Master
of Science degree in Monetary Economics & Banking
from the Douala University, and a Master of Science
degree in Policy Economics from the University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

Götz Schroth is Senior Manager at the Rainforest

Alliance, currently based in Wageningen, Netherlands.
He is responsible for managing RA’s global cocoa program, including the GEF/UNEP project “Greening the
Cocoa Industry” that is active in 10 countries of Africa,
Latin America and Southeast Asia. He has a Master’s
degree in Environmental Science (Geoökologie) and
a doctorate in natural sciences from the University of
Bayreuth, Germany.

Howard-Yana Shapiro is Chief Agricultural

Officer at Mars, Incorporated, where he is responsible
for the plant science of their primary agricultural
products, including investigation, review and oversight
of existing and potential future plant based research.
He is a leader of the sustainability/production models
for agro ecological, agroforestry and agro economics
of multifunctional cacao systems globally. He led the
global effort sequencing, assembling and annotating
the Theobroma cacao genome. He is a Senior Fellow
in the College of Agriculture and Environmental
Sciences, The University of California, Davis.

Isabelle Adam is Secretary General of the European Cocoa Association in Brussels. Before this role,
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Sustainable and Traceable Cocoa, which is developing
a CEN and ISO standard for sustainable and traceable
cocoa in cooperation between cocoa producers and cocoa consumers. He is also Director/Owner of Maverix,
providing consulting services to businesses, public authorities and other organizations, as well as facilitator
to groups or to group processes by preparing, chairing
or supporting organizations, conferences, committees,
panels, debates, events and more.

Jason Clay is Senior Vice President for Food &

Markets at World Wildlife Fund. He works with big
corporations to transform the global markets they
operate in, so we can produce more with less land,
less water and less pollution. Clay, who received his
Ph.D. at Cornell University in 1979 in anthropology
and international agriculture, founded the awardwinning Cultural Survival Quarterly, and is the author
of more than 250 articles and 15 books on the topics
of environment, agriculture, aquaculture, poverty
alleviation and CSR.

Jerwin Tholen is Associate Director at KPMG

Advisory N.V. He is responsible for projects to create
more sustainable supply chains and has a special
interest in the FMCG sector and cocoa in particular.
Jerwin holds a Master of Science in environmental
geography and human geography of developing areas.
Both from Nijmegen School of Management, Radboud
University. @JerwinTholen

Joost Oorthuizen is General Director of the Sus-

tainable Trade Initiative (IDH), a Dutch-government
funded organization that is accelerating and up-scaling
sustainable trade through public-private partnerships.
In 2003, Joost got his PhD at Wageningen University
on large-scale water management in the Philippines,
after which he did postgraduate training on change
management at the Netherlands’ inter-university
vocational school, SIOO.

Joseph Larrose is Head of Sustainable Sourcing for
Cocoa and Coffee at Bordeaux-based Touton. He joined
the company in 2010 as a member of its CSR team.
The following year he moved to Côte d’Ivoire, where

Speaker Biographies

he served as Touton’s West Africa Regional Coordinator
for Sustainable Sourcing, with responsibility for Côte
d’Ivoire, Ghana and Nigeria. He holds a Master’s degree
in International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights
from the Institut des Hautes Etudes Humanitaires,
University of Marseille-Aix en Provence (France).

Kip Walk is Corporate Director for Cocoa

Sustainability at Blommer Chocolate. His responsibilities include the procurement, logistics and risk
management of the largest cocoa bean supply chain in
North America, as well as overseeing the company’s
Sustainable Origins Program, a global sustainability
effort working with more than 50,000 cocoa farmers
in West Africa, Indonesia and the Americas.

Loke Fong Han is the Senior Economist of the

International Cocoa Organization. He conducts research and prepares terms of reference and documents
for economic studies and the ICCO Council and
Consultative Board, including strategic action plan,
work programs, certification, sustainability, farmers’
organizations, diversification, and traceability issues.
He has helped organize roundtables and workshops
on sustainable world cocoa economy, safe use of
pesticides in cocoa, harmonized legislation for food
safety and certification, as well as ICCO’s World Cocoa
Conference. His current focus is on the implementation of the Global Cocoa Agenda.

Lucas Simons is Director at NewForesight &

SCOPEinsight. He helps to build new concepts and
programs that inherently value sustainability and drive
transformation towards sustainable markets in a mainstream way. Simons holds an MSc Environmental Hygiene degree from Wageningen University and a MBA
degree from Nimbas Graduate School of Management.

Marina Morari is General Manager of Community
Development and a member of the cocoa sustainability
team at Barry Callebaut. She is responsible for education, child protection, women’s empowerment, and
health projects and activities in target origin countries.
From 2006 through 2013, as CSR Manager, she also

lead Winning Together!, Barry Callebaut’s global employee initiative to increase awareness of cocoa sector
challenges through sports and educational events, and
cocoa study tours in Africa for employee volunteers.

Massimiliano Wax is Vice President for Strategy and Business Development at Dominican company
Rizek Cacao. Prior to joining Rizek in 2001, he was a
cocoa buyer in the Republic of Congo (Brazzaville),
Togo and Côte d’Ivoire. Born in Italy and raised in
Brazil, Wax holds a degree in moral philosophy and a
Master’s degree in Corporate Finance.

Michiel Hendriksz currently serves as Global

Sustainability Director at ADM Cocoa. He is a member of WCF’s Technical Working Committee, serves as
Board Member of the International Cocoa Initiative
(ICI), is a Consultative Board Member at ICCO and
is an Advisory Panel member of the UNFSS (UN
Forum for Sustainability Standards). Michiel holds
a BSc in Tropical Agronomy and International Trade
(Netherlands) and MSc (Agri-Business) at Cranfield
University (UK). The main focus of his current work
is independent, unorganized small holder farmers and
integrated agricultural production systems.

Nick Weatherill is the Executive Director at

the International Cocoa Initiative (ICI). He leads the
foundation’s efforts to strengthen child protection
and tackle child labor in cocoa growing communities.
ICI promotes a model of shared responsibility for
eliminating child labor (across the cocoa industry, civil
society and origin governments). ICI currently operates in Ghana and Côte d’Ivoire, with a new strategy
that focuses on promoting child-centered community
development, facilitating responsible supply chain
management, and influencing through knowledge,
advocacy and capacity-building.

Nicko Debenham is Vice President for Cocoa

Sustainability at Barry Callebaut. He brings more than
25 years of experience working on cocoa value chains
with an emphasis on West Africa and experience in
developing and introducing pioneering traceable
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cocoa systems in coordination with producer country
governments, initially in Ghana and now expanding
to other producer countries. Nicko was appointed
Chairman of the World Cocoa Foundation (WCF) for
the 2013-2014 term after serving as Vice Chairman for
the 2011-2012 term.

Paul Macek is WCF’s Senior Program Director

for West Africa. He manages WCF flagship’s portfolio
of projects and programs. Paul graduated from the
University of Wisconsin (Madison, WI) with a BA
in History and Political Science and holds an MA in
International Affairs from American University (Washington, D.C.) with a focus on development studies and
political economy.

Pierre Etoa Abena is Policy Advisor at the
National Cocoa and Coffee Office in Cameroon.

Rosemarie Tanoé is Head of the Projects

and Monitoring/Evaluation Unit at Le Conseil du
Café-Cacao.

Cocoa Livelihoods Program (CLP) Director. She is the
leader in the strategic development and implementation of CLP in West Africa. Suzanne has a Msc.
in Development Studies from London South Bank
University, and earlier did graduate studies in Cultural
Management at the City University in London.

Taco Terheijden is Manager of Sustainable Co-

coa for Cargill Cocoa & Chocolate. He is responsible
for implementing the Cargill Cocoa Promise across
Cargill’s global organization and with its customers.
Taco joined Cargill in 2000 and became Commercial
Manager for the start-up phase of Cargill’s new cocoa
processing plant in Tema, Ghana. His experience in
Ghana taught him the importance of seeking economic models to enable the development of sustainable
agricultural supply chains. He holds a degree in law
from the University of Amsterdam.

Tim McCoy is Senior Advisor for Outreach at

Cocoa Board. He previously served as Chief Executive of the Ghana Food and Drugs Authority from
April 2009 until the end of November 2013. Stephen
studied Medicine in the Vitebsk State Medical Institute in the former USSR and graduated as Doctor of
Medicine in June 1991.

WCF, where he manages WCF’s strategic outreach
to governments and the private sector, including
membership recruitment. He has also played a central
role in convening the meetings that led to the development of WCF’s CocoaAction strategy. Tim holds a
Bachelor’s degree in Political Science and French from
the University of Tennessee, and also attended Victoria
University of Wellington (New Zealand).

Stina Nilsson is Senior Engagement Manager at

Theophilus Tamakloe is Chairman of the

GES, Europe’s leading provider of engagement services
focusing on supporting asset owners and asset managers develop and implement integrated investment
strategies with environmental, social and governance
(ESG) considerations. Stina Nilsson is responsible for
engaging with the cocoa industry at GES on its sustainability challenges. She holds a Bachelor Degree in
Political Science from Lund University and a Master’s
degree in Global Studies from Roskilde University.

Assinman Young Cocoa Farmers Association and has
been a cocoa farmer for 17 years. He currently has a
25 hectare cocoa farm in the Central Region of Ghana.
Theophilus has participated in a number of good
agricultural practice training programs carried out by
the Ghana Cocoa Board. The trainings, he says, have
enabled him to better manage his cocoa farm and encourage other young people to pursue cocoa farming
as their careers.

Sona Ebai is Chief of Party, African Cocoa

Torben Erbrath is Director of the Chocolate

Stephen Opuni is Chief Executive of the Ghana

Initiative for the World Cocoa Foundation. He has
been instrumental in linking donors and private sector
players with government institutions with the goal of
institutionalizing effective public and private sector
models to support sustainable productivity growth and
improved food security on diversified cocoa farms in
West and Central Africa. He holds a Bachelor of Science degree with majors in Biological and Agricultural
Sciences from Wilmington College, Ohio, USA and a
Master’s degree in Agricultural Economics from the
Ohio State University.
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Suzanne Ngo-Eyok is WCF’s Abidjan-based

and Cocoa Division at the Association of the German
Confectionary Industry (BDSI). He represents the
German chocolate industry in several organizations,
such as the German Cocoa and Chocolate Foundation,
where he serves as a Board Member, and the German
Sustainable Cocoa Initiative (GISCO). He is also
Chairman of the German mirror committee of CEN
TC 415 Sustainable and Traceable Cocoa. He holds a
Ph.D. in law from the University of Cologne, where his
doctoral thesis was on environmental management and
audit schemes (EMAS) and the ISO 14001 standard.

Our Sponsors

The World Cocoa Foundation thanks the following companies
for their sponsorship of the 26th Partnership Meeting & Cocoa
Sustainability Trade Fair:

local partner

cocoa gold sponsor

cocoa silver sponsor

cocoa bronze sponsors
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Join us for the next World Cocoa Foundation
Partnership Meeting & Cocoa Sustainability Trade Fair
June 30 - July 1 2015, Washington, DC.

www.worldcocoa.org

Accra Office
Hse. No. 4,
Blackberries St.
East Legon
PMB MD 217, Madina
Accra Ghana
T +233 302 542 187

Abidjan Office
Abidjan II PlateauxVallons Rue des Jardins
Résidence la Palmeraie,
contigu au centre
commercial Louis Panis,
Villa 8
Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire
T +225 22 41 01 36

Amsterdam Office
Contact:
Bart van der Linden
bart.vanderlinden@
worldcocoa.org

Washington Office
1411 K Street, NW,
Suite 500
Washington, DC, 20005,
USA
T +1 202 737 7870
F +1 202 737 7832

