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General (updated information in red) 
 

1. In response to the ongoing Ebola outbreak in West Africa, IFRC has launched 16 operations, 
totalling 100 million Swiss francs, aimed at reaching 39 million people.  
• The Red Cross is taking a coordinated regional approach, as the three hardest-hit countries have 

frequent exchanges and porous borders. Carrying out prevention and monitoring activities in all 
three countries simultaneously is critical to stopping the epidemic. 

• The Red Cross is also working in surrounding countries and in other international hubs in Africa 
(Kenya, Ethiopia) to prepare and educate communities should the virus spread.  

 
2. The Red Cross response is based on five pillars. The only way to end the epidemic is to 

simultaneously educate communities, isolate Ebola patients, trace and monitor anyone who 
has come into contact with someone infected with Ebola, and provide safe and dignified 
burials to those killed by the disease.  
• The bodies of Ebola victims are highly infectious, and funeral preparations and ceremonies are a 

significant source of infection. Specially trained Red Cross teams have, to date, taken the lead in 
providing 10,132 safe and dignified burials.  

• Volunteer teams have traced and monitored 44,322 people who have been in contact with an 
Ebola patient, monitoring them for three weeks to ensure any resulting cases are quickly 
identified, isolated and treated.  

• Red Cross teams are going door-to-door and working with elders and community and religious 
leaders to educate families about the importance of seeking early treatment, and teaching them 
about how the virus is spread. Red Cross social mobilization efforts have reached over 3.4 
million people (3,430,808) with accurate information about the disease.  

• 30,989 people have received psychosocial support from trained Red Cross staff and volunteers, 
including patients, survivors, and families. Survivors also receive support in reintegrating into their 
communities. 

 
3. The strength of the Red Cross is our combination of a community-based approach and a 

global network.  
• The Red Cross has volunteers in all the affected communities. Red Cross volunteers are trusted 

voices in their communities, and are well placed to combat stigma and rumours with education. 
They are familiar with the local language and culture.  

• IFRC has helped to train more than 10,000 Red Cross volunteers, 5,864 of whom are actively 
involved and working directly with communities. Over 200 international staff have been 
deployed since March 2014.  

• All Red Cross responders receive specific Ebola training, including proper protection measures.  
 

4. The best protection against Ebola is prevention.  
• 20,656 people have been affected by Ebola since March 2014. 
• The risk of transmission is low. You must be in direct contact with the bodily fluids of people who 

have been infected with – or died from – Ebola virus disease, then touch your eyes, nose or 
mouth, or allow the infection to reach a break in your skin such as a cut. Bodily fluids include 
sweat, stools, vomit, urine, semen, vaginal fluid and blood.  

• People only become contagious once they begin to show symptoms. They are not contagious 
during the incubation period, which can last 2 - 21 days, unless they show symptoms. Symptoms 
include a high fever, vomiting, and diarrhoea. 

• The disease is not air-borne and cannot spread in water. Early symptoms can appear similar to 
malaria and other diseases. The Red Cross urges anyone in the region experiencing symptoms 
to seek immediate treatment.  

 
By country 
 
Guinea 

• 2,434 trained volunteers with the Red Cross Society of Guinea are working across the country to 
control Ebola, tracing and monitoring people who have been in contact with Ebola patients, 
disinfecting homes, and burying the deceased. 
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• The Red Cross supports the re-opening of schools, closed since March, if done in a safe 
manner. IFRC and the Red Cross Society of Guinea donated 2,000 handwashing kits to 
schools in Koya District in December, to prepare for schools re-opening in January (possibly 12 
January). 

• The French Red Cross opened a 20-bed Ebola treatment centre in Macenta in November 2014. 
To date, it has admitted 152 patients and discharged 22. 

• 2,670 people in Guinea have contracted Ebola, with 64 per cent succumbing to the disease. 
The outbreak has also killed 89 health professionals in a country where communities already 
had limited access to skilled healthcare. Red Cross safe and dignified burial teams have buried 
2,119 bodies.  

• Red Cross community outreach teams have reached 1,103,776 individuals through face-to-face 
education and sensitization campaigns. 

• Due to fear, denial, and mistrust, Red Cross teams continue to meet pockets of resistance, 
particularly in Koya. The Red Cross continues to work with government and community leaders to 
convey the critical need for safe access to communities. 

• A warehouse fire damaged Red Cross stocks and has led to a critical shortage of personal 
protective equipment. Plans are underway to borrow kits from Liberia and Sierra Leone. 

• An emergency appeal of 28.5 million Swiss francs is currently 50 per cent funded.   

Sierra Leone 
• The Red Cross opened a second Ebola Treatment Centre (ETC) in Sierra Leone, in Kono 

District, one of the newest hotspots (9 January). It will accommodate 40 patients. A triage and 
isolation unit had opened earlier at the general hospital, allowing the hospital to resume treating 
cases other than Ebola.  

• IFRC and the Sierra Leone Red Cross Society supported the training of 50 Ministry of Health staff 
in infection prevention control, over the course of four days, ensuring over 200 staff received 
refresher training at the general hospital in Kono.  

• 15 local staff and 15 nursing staff were relocated from the Red Cross ETC in Kenema to Kono to 
ensure rapid scale up of the unit  

• The Kenema ETC continues to experience a regular influx of patients. It has a 60-bed capacity, 
and to date, has admitted 576 patients and discharged 261.    

• 2,269 trained Red Cross volunteers are working across the country to control Ebola through 
awareness raising campaigns, social mobilization, monitoring and tracing people who have come 
into contact with Ebola patients, counselling Ebola survivors and relatives, and conducting safe 
and dignified burials. 

• The Red Cross leads the safe and dignified burials pillar in partnership with the Ministry of 
Health. To date, teams have buried 4,902 bodies. Former hotspots of Kenema and Kailahun 
have seen a significant decrease in cases thanks to the concerted effort of activities across the 
five pillars.  

• The emergency appeal of 40 million Swiss francs is currently 113 per cent funded.  
 
Liberia 

• 1,161 trained volunteers with the Liberian Red Cross Society are working across the country to 
control Ebola through awareness raising campaigns, social mobilization, monitoring and tracing 
people who have come into contact with Ebola patients, counselling Ebola survivors and 
relatives, and conducting safe and dignified burials. 

• 8,162 people in Liberia have contracted Ebola, with 43 per cent succumbing to the disease. The 
outbreak has also killed 177 health professionals in a country where communities already had 
limited access to skilled healthcare. 

• Red Cross safe and dignified burial teams have buried 3,111 bodies. The Liberian Red Cross 
Society is the lead agency in safe and dignified burial activities in Montserrado county. Burials, as 
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opposed to cremations, have again resumed with the creation of an Ebola cemetery in Disco Hill, 
50 kilometres outside the capital of Monrovia. 

• An alarming 49 new cases have been reported in Grand Cape Mount, on the border with Sierra 
Leone. Investigations are underway to determine the source. 

• The Liberian Red Cross Society is expanding operations to build three hubs at Red Cross 
chapters with a focus on training volunteers for deployment and warehousing. 

• The emergency appeal of 24.5 Swiss francs is currently 72 per cent funded.  
 

Mali  

• A traditional Muslim festival which lasts until 10 January is expected to draw pilgrims from 
neighbouring countries, including Ebola-affected ones, particularly Guinea, raising concern about 
possible new cases in Mali. The government reports plans are in place to increase screenings of 
travellers at its borders. 

• The Mali Red Cross, through the release of IFRC Disaster Relief Emergency Funds, launched 
preparedness activities in April 2014 in case the Ebola outbreak spread from neighbouring 
Guinea. Nearly 580 volunteers have been trained on social mobilization and contact tracing in the 
regions of Kayes, Koulikoro, Sikasso, and Bamako. Many were involved in responding to the 
current outbreak. 60 Red Cross volunteers have been trained by WHO and MSF on safe and 
dignified burials. 

• In the capital of Bamako, Red Cross activities focus on contact tracing - 74 Red Cross volunteers 
were mobilized at the beginning of the outbreak to follow 288 people who came into contact with 
an Ebola patient. There have been 7 confirmed cases, 1 probable, with 6 deaths. If there are no 
new developments, Mali will be declared free from active Ebola transmission 18 January. 

• Red Cross hand washing kits have been set up in schools and mosques in the six communes of 
Bamako. 

 

 


