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List of abbreviations 

ANADER Agence Nationale d'Appui au Développement Rural 

BIRD Banque Internationale pour la Reconstruction et le Développement 

BMGF Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 

CCC Conseil du Café-Cacao 

CCE Certification Capacity Enhancement Project 

CHED Cocoa Health and Extension Division  

CLP Cocoa Livelihoods Program 

COCOBOD Ghana Cocoa Board 

CODAPEC Cocoa Diseases and Pests Control Programme 
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GAP Good Agricultural Practice(s) 
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Policy Planning, Monitoring, and Evaluation (Directorate of the Ghana Ministry of Food 
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USAID United States Agency for International Development 
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WCF World Cocoa Foundation 

WEIA Women's Empowerment in Agriculture Index 

WIAD 
Women in Agriculture Development Directorate (Directorate of the Ghana Ministry of 
Food and Agriculture, MOFA) 

YIAP Youth in Agriculture Program 
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ANNEX 1. Information on the farmers reached through fieldwork 

 

a. Geographical distribution of the fieldwork by country  

 
Figure 1: CLP II Final Evaluation – Côte d’Ivoire Survey Points 

 
Source: Dalberg 
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Figure 2: CLP II Final Evaluation – Ghana Survey Points 

 
Source: Dalberg 

 
Figure 3: CLP II Final Evaluation – Nigeria Survey Points 

 
Source: Dalberg 
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b. Demographics on the farmers reached 

 
GENDER 

Although the share of female respondents decreased between Midline and Endline, Ghana 
remained the country with the highest proportion of female cocoa farmers. 
 
Figure 4: Evolution of the gender distribution among the farmers reached in Côte d’Ivoire – across 

evaluation waves (Household survey) 

 
 
Figure 5: Evolution of the gender distribution among the farmers reached in Ghana – across 

evaluation waves (Household survey) 
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Figure 6: Evolution of the gender distribution among the farmers reached in Nigeria – across 

evaluation waves (Household survey) 

 
 
AGE 

In all three countries, the highest proportion of the farmers reached is between 40 and 49 years 
old – with a slightly younger farmer population in Côte d’Ivoire and a slightly older population 
in Ghana and Nigeria. 
Figure 7: Age distribution among the farmers reached in Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana, and Nigeria (household 

survey) 
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Figure 8: Evolution of the age distribution across the evaluation waves among the farmers reached in 

Côte d’Ivoire (household survey) 

 
 
Figure 9: Evolution of the age distribution across the evaluation waves among the farmers reached in 

Ghana (household survey) 

 
 
Figure 10: Evolution of the age distribution across the evaluation waves among the farmers reached 

in Nigeria (household survey) 

 
 
EDUCATION 
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Most farmers have a low level of education with 50% or more not having received 

secondary education. The Endline survey indicates that Nigeria has a higher proportion of 

farmers with secondary and university education (45% and 9%) compared to Ghana (30% and 

3%), and Côte d’Ivoire (25% and 1%). 

Figure 11: Level of education of the farmers reached at Endline (household survey)1 

 
 
HOUSEHOLDS SIZES 

Farmers’ household sizes can often include more than eight people, as shown in the figures 
below. However, there is a sharp decline in households with more than 8 people in Côte 
d’Ivoire, compared to Baseline and Midline, while the trend is reversed in Ghana and Nigeria. 
In Côte d’Ivoire, the proportion of farmers living in a household with more than 8 people 
dropped from 45% at Baseline to 34% at Endline and the proportion of households with 5 
people and more is 76% at Endline vs. 83% at Baseline. Meanwhile, in Ghana, the proportion 
of households with 5 people and more is 69% at Endline vs. 61% at baseline. Similarly, in 
Nigeria, the proportion of households with more 5 people and more is 76% at Endline vs. 58% 
at Baseline. 
 

                                                
1 Responses to the household survey question: “What is the highest school grade you attended?” 
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Figure 12: Distribution of the farmers’ household2 sizes across countries at Endline (household 

survey)3 

 

 

Figure 13: Farmers’ household size in Côte d’Ivoire across evaluation waves (household survey) 

 

                                                
2 Definition of “household” considered: Family members or close relatives who live in the same compound and eat 
from the same bowl (evening meal), and includes both adults and children 
3 Responses to the household survey question: “How many people, besides yourself, live in your household?” 
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Figure 14: Farmers’ household size in Ghana across evaluation waves (household survey) 

 
 

Figure 15: Farmers’ household size in Nigeria across evaluation waves (household survey) 

 
  

 
NUMBER OF COCOA FARMS MANAGED  

The cocoa yield estimation shared for the endline evaluation in Error! Reference source 

not found. is only relevant for farmers owning one cocoa farm only. It is therefore important 

to caveat this estimation with some information on the distribution of the number of cocoa 
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farms managed by the farmers reached during the endline evaluation. Figure 16 below 

shows that most farmers own between one and three cocoa farms. In Côte d’Ivoire, 

while 67% of farmers reported managing only one farm, 26% reported managing 2 and 6% 

managing three. In Ghana, 47% of farmers reported managing only one farm, 28% reported 

managing 2 and 16% managing three.  

Figure 16: Distribution of the cocoa farms managed at endline per country (household survey) 

 
As shown in Figure 17, the average number of cocoa farms managed by one farmer has 

increased between the baseline and the endline evaluations. 

 
Figure 17: Distribution of the number of Cocoa Farms Managed among the farmers reached in Côte 

d’Ivoire 

 
There is a similar trend in the average number of cocoa farms managed in Ghana between 

midline and endline, as shown in Figure 18. 
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Figure 18: Distribution of the number of Cocoa Farms Managed among the farmers reached in Ghana 

 

The trend, however, is different in Nigeria where the number of farmers managing only one 

farm grew from 26% at Midline to 54% at Endline, as shown in Figure 19. 

Figure 19: Distribution of the number of Cocoa Farms Managed among the farmers reached in Nigeria 

 

CASSAVA FARM SIZE INFORMATION 

Across all three countries, the size of most of the cassava farms of the cocoa farmers is less 
than 1 hectare. 
 



 

Page 14 of 162 

Figure 20: Evolution of the size of cassava farms in Côte d’Ivoire (household survey)4 

 

 

Figure 21: Evolution of the size of cassava farms in Ghana (household survey) 5 

 

                                                
4 Response to the household survey question: “What is the size of your cassava farm?” 
5 Response to the household survey question: “What is the size of your cassava farm?” 
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Figure 22: Evolution of the size of cassava farms in Nigeria (household survey) 6 

 

  

                                                
6 Response to the household survey question: “What is the size of your cassava farm?” 
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PLANTAIN FARM SIZE INFORMATION 

Like the cassava farm sizes, most cocoa farmers growing plantain have plantain farms of less 
than 1 hectare. 
 
Figure 23: Evolution of the size of cassava farms in Côte d’Ivoire (household survey) 7 

 

Figure 24: Evolution of the size of cassava farms in Ghana (household survey) 8 

 

 

c. Information on household activities 

 

Besides cocoa farming, a large proportion of the farmers reached across the three countries 

are involved in other revenue-generating activities, mainly through the farming of food crops 

and other cash crops.  

Some farmers are also involved in non-farm economic activities (like running small 

businesses) or are employed through wage/salary activities. 

                                                
7 Response to the household survey question: “What is the size of your plantain farm?” 
8 Response to the household survey question: “What is the size of your plantain farm?” 
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Figure 25: Participation in household activities among the farmers reached at Endline, by country 

(household survey) 

 

Figure 26: Participation in household activities among the farmers reached at Endline in Côte d’Ivoire, 

by gender (household survey) 

 

Figure 27: Participation in household activities among the farmers reached at Endline in Ghana, by 

gender (household survey) 
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Figure 28: Participation in household activities among the farmers reached at Endline in Nigeria by 

gender (household survey) 
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ANNEX 2. Information on the stakeholders reached through the 
qualitative interviews and focus groups 

 

a. List of MGPs interviewed 

 

Matching Grant Partner (MGP) Interviewees Interview Dates 

Barry Callebaut 
• Ghislain Romuald Rabe  
• Ekanza Adjoua Sylvie  

• 26 February 2019 

Cargill • Gildas Loukou  • 21 February 2019 

ECOM Cote d’Ivoire 
• Olga Gormalova  
• Aristide Nguettia  

• 22 February 2019 

Tulip/ECOM • Annemiek Righarts  • 25 February 2019 

Hershey 

• Emmanuel Baffoe-
Bonnie  

• Tawiah Agyarko-
Kwarteng 

• 25 February 2019 

Kookoo Pa • Fred Amponsah  • 26 February 2019 

Mars/ICRAF 
• Inge Jacobs  
• Christophe Kouame 

• 27 February 2019 
• 11 March 2019  

Mondelez • Jephthah Oduro Mensah • 25 February 2019 

Nestlé/Olam 
• Darrell High/Nathan 

Bello  
• Andrew Brooks 

• 22 February 2019 
• 25 February 2019 

Touton 
• Annaelle Evano 
• Ernest Dwamena 

• 26 February 2019 

 
 

b. List of stakeholders interviewed 

 

Organization Stakeholder category Location 

Conseil du Café-Cacao Public implementation agency Côte d’Ivoire 
FIRCA Public implementation agency Côte d’Ivoire 
ANADER Public implementation agency Côte d’Ivoire 
CNRA Public implementation agency Côte d’Ivoire 

GIZ Development agency Côte d’Ivoire 
Oikocredit Financial institution Côte d’Ivoire 
BICICI Financial institution Côte d’Ivoire 
Advans Côte d'Ivoire Financial institution Côte d’Ivoire 

Advans Ghana Financial institution Ghana 
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Organization Stakeholder category Location 
Ministry of Food and 
Agriculture - MOFA  
(WIAD, PPMED, Crop 
Services) 

Government Ghana 

COCOBOD – Seed 
Production Division (SPD) 

Institute of research Ghana 

COCOBOD – Cocoa Health 
and Extension Division  

Institute of research Ghana 

 

c. Characteristics of the focus group participants 

 

Focus group type Country 
Number of 
participants 

Location 

Mixed focus groups 
Côte d’Ivoire 8 Agneby-Tiassa region 

Ghana 10 Ashanti region 

Women-only focus 
groups 

Côte d’Ivoire 8 Agneby-Tiassa region 

Ghana 8 Ashanti region 
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ANNEX 3. Cocoa yield estimation methodology 

For the purposes of the CLP II endline evaluation, the average cocoa yields were calculated as 
the ratio between self-reported cocoa production and self-reported farm size, as shown in 
detail below.  

 
a. Data sources 

 
During the data collection phase of the CLP II endline evaluation, farms were not mapped 
using a GPS device. Rather, the farm size data used for the cocoa yield estimation was based 
on self-reported information communicated by the farmers during the administration of the 
household survey questionnaire. The cocoa production data used for the cocoa yield estimation 
was also based on self-reported data from farmers.  
 
More specifically, the following six questions from the household survey questionnaire 
served as key sources to determine the cocoa yield for each farmer per hectare: 

• B1: “Did your household farm any cocoa in the last 12 months?” 

• B2: “How many cocoa farms do you manage?” (Number of farms) 

• B3.2: “What is the size of the farm?” (Hectares) 

• B38: “In the main cocoa season (October –February), how many bags or Kg of cocoa 
from your farm(s) did you sell?” 

• B39: “In the minor cocoa season (March - September), how many bags or Kg of cocoa 
from your farm(s) did you sell?” 

• B40: “How many bags or Kg of cocoa from your farm(s) did you sell in total during 
the 2017-2018 season?”. 

 
b. Focus on the size of the cocoa farms 

 
Contrary to the baseline and midline CLP II evaluation exercises, the calculation of farm sizes 
for the endline cocoa yield estimation exercises was only based on farmers who managed only 
one farm – and out of farmers who did farm cocoa in the last 12 months. The size of the farm 
was converted to a common unit across the three countries: hectares. 

 
c. Focus on the Cocoa Production 

 
The cocoa production levels used for the cocoa yield estimation were the sum of the cocoa 
production sold in the main season and the cocoa production sold in the minor season. 
 
We then made a comparison with the amount provided by the farmers as the total amount of 
cocoa sold during the 2017 -2018 season – to ensure that the farmer did not provide a trade 
level by season higher than that of both seasons combined, and vice versa. 
 
The output was then converted from bags to kilograms (kgs) – knowing that each country had 
a different conversion rate:  

• Cote d'Ivoire: 1 bag = 70 kgs 

• Ghana: 1 bag = 64 kgs 

• Nigeria 1 bag = 63 kgs. 
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d. Key assumptions 

 
In addition to the specific sources of farm sizes and cocoa production used for the cocoa yield 
estimation, four main assumptions when made were made for the calculation of the cocoa yield 
ratio : 

• The cocoa sold was assumed to come from the farm the farmer managed 
himself/herself. 

• Each farm considered was cultivated for the major and minor seasons at full 
capacity. 

• The farmers sold their entire production from their cocoa farms. 

• The cocoa yields were calculated using kilograms per hectare and not bags per 
hectare. 
 

e. Cocoa yield estimation 

 
Based on the data sources and the assumptions above, the cocoa yield per hectare was 
estimated by: 

1. Filtering all farmers who did farm cocoa in the last 12 months 
2. Filtering all farmers who managed 1 cocoa farm. 
3. Dividing the production sold in kilograms during 2017-2018 season by the size of 

the farm in hectares 
4. Filtering the estimated yield from 250 Kgs/ha to 1,500 Kgs/ha (considering yields 

above 1,500kg and yields below 250 kg extreme outliers) 

5. Calculating the mean, median, minimum and maximum yield crosstab against 
countries and MGPs.  
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ANNEX 4. Endline Evaluation Questionnaires  

a. Household Survey Questionnaire 

 

Cocoa Livelihood Program (CLP) Phase II Final 
Evaluation - 2019 

 

Household Survey Questionnaire - FINAL 

 

Administrative Information 
Questionnaire number  

Listing date     DD            MM                  YY 

Time of interview: 

(24-hour clock) 

Start           HH     MM      Stop      HH     MM 

  

Name of interviewer:  

Place of interview: 

1. Respondent’s home 

2. Respondent’s farm 

3. Some other place (specify) 

If not (1), how far is the place of interview from the respondents’ home? 

Approx. …….. Km 

GPS Coordinates  

MGP   

Administrative District   

Cocoa District  

Community  

Cooperative Name   

Number of visits (max. of 3) 

Reason for call back 
Number of visits 

1 2 3 

Refused to be interviewed  1 1 

Target respondent not at home  2 2 

No one in the household  3 3 

Respondent not able to be interviewed due to 

medical reasons (very sick, dumb, etc.)  

 
4 4 

No adult member in the household  5 5 

Language barrier   6 6 

Other (specify)  98 98 

Not applicable   99 99 

Outcome of final visit Successful Incomplete Replaced 
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If replaced, why? 

1. Target household has not 

participated in the CLP II 

program 

2. Target respondent was not 

reachable even after two 

callbacks 

 

Data quality control checks on the interview 

Type of QC check QC check by  

1. Edited  

2. Reviewed  

3. Accompanied  

4. Back checked  

5. Called back 

1. Interviewer 

2. Team leader 

3. Team supervisor 

4. Field coordinator 

5. Project manager 

6. Data processing personnel 
 

INTRODUCTION TO HOUSEHOLD CONTACT PERSON/RESPONDENT 
Good morning/afternoon/evening. My name is [to update] from Dalberg Research, a 

company that conducts market and social surveys globally. We are currently undertaking 

a final evaluation of the Cocoa Livelihood Program (CLP II) that was implemented by the 

World Cocoa Foundation (WCF), in collaboration with a number Matching Grant 

Partners (MGPs) in Ghana, Cote D’Ivoire and Nigeria. During the evaluation, we will be 

interviewing farmers who benefitted from the CLP, and other stakeholders from the 

Government and the MGPs. The survey will seek to understand the impact of the CLP on 

the beneficiary farmers and capture any lessons that may help WCF to better address the 

challenge of low cocoa productivity.  

Your household has been selected randomly from a list of eligible beneficiary households 

as provided by [to update], which was one of the MGPs in the program. The interview 

will take about 60 minutes. There are no right or wrong answers. You do not have to 

answer any question you do not want to answer. You can choose not to participate in the 

survey. If you participate, you can stop at any time without problems. The information 

you provide will be kept strictly confidential. Your name will be kept private and separate 

from the information you provide, in a secure office.  

If you have any questions about this household survey, you can contact … (Project Field 

Coordinator, Dalberg Research), on Mobile Phone number … OR Roselyne Rao 

(Project Manager, Dalberg) on mobile phone number … 

 

Q1: Are you willing to take part in this interview? 
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1. Yes  

2. No >>> Thank respondent and terminate interview. 

 

Thank you for your willingness to participate in this survey.  

Q2: Did your household receive any support from … [name of respective MGP] in 

relation to the farming of cocoa or any other food crop, in the last 5 years? 

1. Yes 

2. No     >>> Thank respondent, and terminate interview 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

Q3: Who in the household mostly manages your cocoa farm(s)? 

1. Myself 

2. Other household member [Interviewer: Ask to speak to this other 

household member] 

Q4: What language would you prefer to be interviewed in?  

1. English 

2. French 

3. … 

I am going to start the interview by asking you a few questions about 

yourself and the household. 
 

 

 

Ques 

No 
Question  

Responses Instructions (skips 

and instruction to 

enumerators) 

Section A: Demographics 

 

A1 
Gender  

 

1. Male  

2. Female  

997. Refused to answer   

998. Don’t Know 

Observe 

 

 

A2 
What is your age? 

 

1. … YEARS. 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

Completed years 
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A3.1 

 

What is the highest school 

grade you attended? 

 

 

 

Ghana Only 

 

1. Did not complete primary 

2. Primary 1   

3. Primary 2  

4. Primary 3  

5. Primary 4  

6. Primary 5  

7. Primary 6  

8. Middle/JSS: Form 1  

9. Middle/JSS: Form 2  

10. Middle/JSS: Form 3  

11. Middle/JSS: MS – Form 4 

12. Middle/JSS: JSS1  

13. Middle/JSS: JSS2  

14. Middle/JSS: JSS3  

15. Secondary/SSS: SSS1  

16. Secondary/SSS: SSS2  

17. Secondary/SSS: SSS3  

18. Secondary/SSS: Form   

19. Secondary/SSS: Form 2 

20. Secondary/SSS: Form 3 

21. Secondary/SSS: Form 4 

22. Secondary/SSS: Form 5 

23. Secondary/SSS: Lower 6 

24. Secondary/SSS: Upper 6 

25. Vocational: Year 1  

26. Vocational: Year 2  

27. Vocational: Year 3  

28. HND/Higher: Year 1  

29. HND/Higher: Year 2  

30. HND/Higher: Year 3  

31. HND/Higher: Year 4 or more  

996. None 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

Read out if necessary 
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A3.2 
What is the highest school 

grade you attended? 

Nigeria Only  

 

1. Primary Incomplete  

2. Primary completed  

3. Secondary Incomplete 

4. Secondary completed 

5. University complete  

6. Polytechnic – Ordinary National 

Diploma (OND)  

7. Polytechnic – Higher National 

Diploma (HND)  

8. Post – University Incomplete

  

9. Post-University completed  

996. Can’t read or write/None 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

 

A3.3 

 

What is the highest school 

grade you attended? 

 

Cote D'Ivoire Only 

 

1. Did not complete Primaire 

2. Primaire: CP1  

3. Primaire: CP2  

4. Primaire: CE1  

5. Primaire: CE2  

6. Primaire: CM1  

7. Primaire: CM2  

8. Secondaire: 1 Er Cycle: 6 Eme  

9. Secondaire: 1 Er Cycle: 5 Eme  

10. Secondaire: 1 Er Cycle: 4 Eme  

11. Secondaire: 1 Er Cycle: 3 Eme  

12. Secondaire: 2 Eme Cycle: 2 Eme

  

13. Secondaire: 2 Eme Cycle: 1 Ere

  

14. Secondaire: 2 Eme Cycle: Terminale

  

15. Superieur: 1 Ere Anne  

16. Superieur: 2 Eme Anne 

17. Superieur: 3 Eme Anne 

18. Superieur: 4 Eme Anne 

996. None 
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997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

A4 

How many people, besides 

yourself, live in your 

household? 

1. 0 

2. 1 

3. 2 

4. 3 

5. 4 

6. 5 

7. 6 

8. 7 

9. 8 

10. More than 8  

  990. Other [SPECIFY]  

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

If 0 >>> B1 

 

 

[Household: Family 

members or close 

relatives who live in 

the same compound 

and eat from the 

same bowl (evening 

meal), and includes 

both adults and 

children] 

A5 

How many children under the 

age of 15 live in your 

household? 

1. … Males 

2. … Females 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

[If response is more 

than 10, re-

prompt/confirm] 

 

If (1)+(2) = 0 >>> B1 

If 997 or 998 >>> A6 

A5.1 
How many of these children 

currently attend school? 

1. … Males 

2. … Females 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

[If response is more 

than 10, re-

prompt/confirm] 

 

Scripter: Link 

response to A5 so 

that A5.1<A5. 

A5.2 

How many of the children of 

your household under the age 

of 15 help by working on your 

cocoa farm(s) at least once a 

week? 

1. … Children 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

[If response is more 

than 10, re-

prompt/confirm]. 

 

Scripter: Link 

response to A5 so 

that A5.2<A5 

A6 

 

How many of the adult 

members of your household 

help by working on your 

cocoa farm(s) at least once a 

week? 

1. … Adults 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

[If response is more 

than 10, re-

prompt/confirm]. 

Scripter: Link 

response to A4 so 

that A6<A4-A5+1 
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Section B: Cocoa Farming  

B1 
Did your household farm any 

cocoa in the last 12 months? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know  

If 2 >>> B31 

 

B2 
How many cocoa farms do 

you manage? 

1. … farms 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know  

If 997 or 998 >>> B4 

 

Scripter: Iterations 

for B3 to be 

determined by the 

entry at (1) 

B3.1 

 
Name of farm? { }? 

 Scripter: Allow for 

max 20 iterations for 

B3.1 – B3.4 

B3.2 What is the size of farm { }? 

1. … acres 

2. ... hectares 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

If 997 or 998 >>> 

B3.3 

B3.2.1 Who mapped the farm? 

1. No one (own estimate) 

2. Some other professional/surveyor 

3. MGP representative 

990. Other (specify) 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

(If 1 or 2 in B3.2) 

B3.3 
What is the ownership of the { 

} farm? 

1. Fully owned by household, with 

title 

2. Fully owned by household, without 

title 

3. Jointly owned by household and 

other people 

4. Rented in by household 

5. Jointly rented in by household and 

other people 

6. Share cropped  

7. Borrowed  

8. Public/communal land 

Single response 
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990. Other (specify) 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know  

B4 

What age are the oldest cocoa 

trees on your farm(s), 

excluding abandoned trees? 

1. Younger than 7 years 

2. 7-15 years 

3. 16-30 years 

4. 31-60 years 

5. Older than 60 years 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

[If response is more 

than 60 i.e. option 5, 

re-prompt/confirm] 

 

B5 

What age are the youngest 

cocoa trees on your farm(s), 

excluding abandoned trees? 

1. Younger than 7 years 

2. 7-15 years 

3. 16-30 years 

4. 31-60 years 

5. Older than 60 years 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know Don’t know 

[If response is more 

than 60 i.e. option 5, 

re-prompt/confirm] 

B6 

On each of your farms, what 

age are the majority (most or 

about 2/3) of the cocoa trees? 

1. Younger than 7 years 

2. 7-15 years 

3. 16-30 years 

4. 31-60 years 

5. Older than 60 years 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

 
[If response is more than 

60 i.e. option 5, re-

prompt/confirm] 

 

 

Scripter: Link 

question to B2, 

and the iteration 

question to read: 

“What age is the 

majority of the 

cocoa trees on … 

{farm name at 

B3.1}” 

 

Planting - Adoption of improved varieties, replanting, and grafting 

 

 

B7 

In the last 12 months, have 

you cut down any of your 

cocoa tree(s)? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

 

If 2, 997 or 998 

>>>B8 
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[Clarify that this does 

not include pruning] 

B7.1 

 

Why did you cut down your 

cocoa tree(s)? 

1. Cocoa trees were too old 

2. Cocoa trees were not producing pods 

3. To make room for new cocoa 

4. To make room for other crops 

5. The cocoa trees were diseased 

6. The cocoa trees were dead 

7. Cocoa trees planted too close 

together 

990. Other [SPECIFY] 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

DO NOT READ OUT 

 

 

Multiple responses 

allowed 

B8 

 

In the last 12 months, have 

you planted any new cocoa 

trees on your cocoa farm(s)? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

 

If 2 >>> B8.10  

If 997 or 998 >>>B9 

 

[Clarify that this 

does not include new 

farms but is referring 

to rehabilitating 

existing farms] 

B8.1 

 

Did you plant new trees to 

replace old or unproductive 

trees on your farm(s)? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

 

If 2 >>> B8.3 

 

[NOTE: “old” means 

more than 30 years, 

“unproductive” 

refers to a tree which 

is generally not 

producing cocoa pods 

– reasons can be age, 

illness, or genetic 

defect. A tree can be 

unproductive even 

though you are 

applying all the 

necessary inputs and 

GAPs] 
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B8.2 

In the last 12 months, on 

what percentage or portion of 

your farm(s) did you replace 

old cocoa trees with new 

cocoa trees? 

1. 10% or less 

2. 11-20% 

3. 21-30% 

4. 31-40% 

5. 41-50% 

6. 51-60% 

7. 61-70% 

8. 71-80% 

9. 81-90% 

10. 91-100% 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

 

 

[You may read out 

options] 

B8.3 

What type of planting 

material did you use to plant 

your trees?  

1. Seedlings 

2. Seeds 

3. Graft 

990. Other [SPECIFY] 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

READ OUT 

Multiple responses 

allowed 

B8.3.1 

Where did you get the 

planting materials that you 

used for replanting? 

 
Ask ONLY if B8.2 = 

997 or 998 

B8.4 

Where did you get these … 

[cocoa planting materials at 

B8.3] that you used for 

replanting? 

1. [GHANA ONLY] From a private 

company – Hershey (Learn to 

Grow)/Ecom (Anidaso Aba) 

2. [GHANA ONLY] From a private 

company – Mondelez (Cocoa Life) 

3. [GHANA ONLY] From a private 

company or entity – Kookoo Pa  

4. [GHANA ONLY] From a private 

company – Touton (Akuafo Yiedie Fie) 

5. [CDI ONLY] From a private company – 

Mars  

6. [CDI/MARS ONLY] Cocoa Village 

Center/CVC technician 

7. [CDI ONLY] From a private company – 

Nestlé (Cocoa Plan)/Olam  

8. [CDI ONLY] From a private company – 

Ecom (Agro Trade) 

9. [CDI ONLY] From a private company – 

Barry Callebaut (Forever Chocolate) 

Multiple responses 

allowed 

 

 

 

If 11, 18, or 19 >>> 

B8.6 

 

 

Scripter: Link 

question to responses 

at B8.3 
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10. [CDI ONLY] From a private company – 

Cargill (Cocoa Promise)  

11. [NIGERIA ONLY] From a private 

company – Ecom Tulip Cocoa (Ecom 

Agro Trade, Armajaro) 

12. I grew them in my own nursery 

13. I received them from my neighbor 

14. I received them from a cocoa buyer 

15. [GHANA ONLY] I received them from 

Cocobod SPD 

16. [CDI ONLY] I received them from 

ANADER 

17. [NIGERIA ONLY] I received them from 

ADP (Agriculture Development 

Programme) 

18. [NIGERIA ONLY] I received them from 

TCU (Tree Crop Unit) 

19. I found them growing on my cocoa 

farm 

20. I planted a bean I collected from my 

farm 

21. I received them from my cooperative 

22. Other [SPECIFY] 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

B8.5 

Did you purchase the planting 

materials or receive them for 

free? 

1. Purchased 

2. Free 

3. Purchased some and got some for free 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

Single response  

B8.6 
In the last 12 months, what 

type of cocoa did you plant? 

1. Hybrid [IN NIGERIA: /”AGRIC”] 

2. Local/Traditional Variety 

3. Grafted Seedling 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

Multiple responses 

allowed 

 

READ OUT OPTIONS 

B8.7 

In the last 12 months, were 

you able to get enough cocoa 

… {Response at B8.3} to plant? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

 

If 1, 997 or 998 

>>> B8.9 

 

Scripter: Link to 

response at B8.3 
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B8.8 
Why were you not able to get 

enough … {response at B8.3}? 

1. Distribution center or nurseries did not 

have any planting material (they ran 

out) 

2. Did not have the money to purchase 

them 

3. Nursery/distribution center is too far 

away 

4. Items were too expensive 

5. Items were not available 

6. I don’t know where to buy items 

7. I have no need to buy items 

8. I came too late in the season 

9. I forgot to buy items 

990. Other [SPECIFY] 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

Multiple responses 

allowed 

 

 

 

Scripter: Link to 
response at B8.3 

B8.9 

When you planted your cocoa 

… {Response at B8.3}, what 

technique did you use to 

spread or plant them? 

1. Remove seedlings as they grow close 

together 

2. Broadcast the seeds 

3. Plant in rows 3 meters apart (or 10ft) 

4. Plant in rows with no designated 

distance between trees 

5. Plant in rows with other specified 

distance between trees [SPECIFY] 

6. Plant seedlings at any place with no 

defined distance and not in rows 

990. Other [SPECIFY] 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

Multiple responses 

allowed  

 

 

Scripter: Link to 
response at B8.3 

B8.10 

 

Why did you not plant any 

new cocoa trees over the last 

12 months? 

1. Do not have access to planting 

materials 

2. Planting materials cost too much 

3. Do not know how to plant them 

4. Didn’t need to plant seedlings 

5. No space to plant 

990. Other [SPECIFY] 

997. Refused to answer 

Multiple responses 

allowed  

 

 

 

Scripter: This 

question should be 

visible ONLY to those 
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998. Don’t know who answered ‘No’ at 

B8 

B9 

In the next 12 months, do you 

plan to remove any existing 

cocoa trees to plant new 

cocoa trees? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

 

B10 

In the last 12 months, did you 

have your own cocoa seedling 

nursery? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

If 1, Prompt and 

confirm that this 

belongs to the farmer 

B11 

In the last 12 months, did 

your community, village, or 

cooperative have a cocoa 

seedling nursery? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

 

B12 

In the last 6 months, when it 

comes to farm maintenance, 

what are the main practices 

you applied to your cocoa 

farm(s)? 

1. Removed chupons 

2. Removed mistletoe or other plants 

in the canopy 

3. Removed underbrush or weeding 

4. Applied fertilizer 

5. Replaced/planted trees 

6. Applied pesticides 

7. Cut down cocoa trees and did not 

replace with new cocoa trees 

8. Cut down cocoa trees and replaced 

with new cocoa trees 

9. Removed Black pods 

10. Pruned cocoa trees (dead and 

dropping branches) 

990. Other [SPECIFY] 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

DO NOT READ OUT 

 

Multiple responses 

allowed 

 

Pruning 

 

B13 

In the last 6 months, did you 

conduct sanitary pruning of 

your cocoa trees? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

 

If 2, 997 or 998 

>>>B14 
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B13.1 

Why did you undertake 

sanitary pruning for your 

cocoa trees?  

1. To decrease the amount of shade 

2. To increase the amount of sunlight 

3. To remove dead branches 

4. To increase productivity 

990. Other [SPECIFY] 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

DO NOT PROMPT 

 

 

Multiple responses  

 

B14 

In the last 6 months, 

approximately how many 

times have you pruned 

branches from your cocoa 

trees? 

1. Never 

2. 1 time 

3. 2 times 

4. 3 times 

5. 4 times 

6. 5 times 

7. More than 5 times 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

Single response 

B15 

In general, when your cocoa 

trees start to grow new 

chupons – what do you do? 

1. Nothing – let them grow 

2. Prune/cut them off 

990. Other [SPECIFY] 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

DO NOT PROMPT 

 

B16 

In general, on your farm(s), 

what statement about your 

cocoa trees is most accurate? 

1. No interlocking branches between the 

cocoa trees (sunlight reaches most of 

the spots on the ground) 

2. Some interlocking branches between 

the cocoa trees (some gaps exist, and 

sunlight can reach the ground in some 

places) 

3. Lots of interlocking branches (no gaps 

and sunlight cannot reach the ground) 

996. None of these options 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

 READ OUT 

 

Weeding 

 

B17 
In the last 6 months, how 

many times did you clear 

1. Never 

2. 1 time 
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weeds and other unwanted 

plants from around your 

cocoa trees? 

3. 2 times 

4. 3 times 

5. 4 times 

6. 5 times 

7. More than 5 times 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

If 1, 997 or 998 

>>>B19 

B18 

In general, on your farm(s), 

what statement about weeds 

is most accurate? 

1. There are many weeds covering the 

ground between cocoa trees 

2. There are some weeds covering the 

ground between cocoa trees but most 

of the ground is not covered 

3. The ground is clear of weeds 

996. None of these 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

 

 

READ OUT 

B19 

How many shade trees do you 

have on all your cocoa 

farm(s)? 

1. … trees  

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

 

[This refers to all of 

the farmer’s farms] 

 

Inputs – Fertilizer 

 

B20 

In the last 12 months, did you 

apply any fertilizer or 

compost on your cocoa 

farm(s)? 

1. Yes - fertilizer 

2. Yes - compost 

3. No [EXCLUSIVE] 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

 

 

If 3, 888, 889, 

>>>B20.8 

 

Multiple Selection 

B20.1 

In the last 12 months, from 

where did you purchase or 

receive fertilizer for your 

cocoa? 

1. [GHANA ONLY] Government - 

Cocobod 

2. [NIGERIA ONLY] Government – ADP 

(Agriculture Development Programme) 

3. [CDI ONLY] Government - Anader 

4. Private seller-shop 

5. Cooperatives/farmer groups/farmer 

organizations/farmer societies – 

INTERVIEWER THIS DOES NOT 

INCLUDE PRIVATE COMPANIES (ALSO 

LISTED) 

Multiple responses 

allowed 
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6. Buyers 

7. [GHANA ONLY] From a private 

company – Hershey (Learn to 

Grow)/Ecom (Anidaso Aba) 

8. [GHANA ONLY] From a private 

company – Mondelez (Cocoa Life) 

9. [GHANA ONLY] From a private entity 

or company – Kookoo Pa  

10. [GHANA ONLY] From a private 

company – Touton (Akuafo Yiedie Fie) 

11. [CDI ONLY] From a private company – 

Mars  

12. [CDI/MARS ONLY] Cocoa Village 

Center/CVC technician 

13. [CDI ONLY] From a private company – 

Nestlé (Cocoa Plan)/Olam 

14. [CDI ONLY] From a private company – 

Ecom (Agro Trade) 

15. [CDI ONLY] From a private company – 

Barry Callebaut (Forever Chocolate) 

16. [CDI ONLY] From a private company – 

Cargill (Cocoa Promise) 

17. [NIGERIA ONLY] From a private 

company – Ecom Tulip Cocoa (Ecom 

Agro Trade, Armajaro) 

18. Input loans/credit package 

990. Other [SPECIFY] 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

B20.2 

In the last 12 months, how did 

you purchase or receive the 

fertilizer for your cocoa? 

1. Cash Loans 

2. Input Credit (Given the fertilizer on 

Credit) 

3. Paid cash 

4. Received it free 

990. Other [SPECIFY] 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know. 

Multiple responses 

allowed 
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B20.3 

In the last 12 months, how 

many times have you applied 

fertilizer to your cocoa farm? 

1. 1 time 

2. 2 times 

3. 3 times 

4. 4 or more times 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

Single response 

 

B20.4 

In the last 12 months, on 

what percentage of your 

farm(s) did you apply 

fertilizer? 

1. 10% or less 

2. 11-20% 

3. 21-30% 

4. 31-40% 

5. 41-50% 

6. 51-60% 

7. 61-70% 

8. 71-80% 

9. 81-90% 

10. 91-100% 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

 

B20.5 

Overall, how much fertilizer 

did you apply on your cocoa 

farms in the last 12 months? 

1. … Kg 

2. … bags 

990. Other (specify) 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

 

B20.6 

What techniques did you use 

to apply fertilizer to your 

cocoa trees?  

1. Broadcast – Sprinkle fertilizer all over 

the farm 

2. Place fertilizer in heap by cocoa tree 

3. Apply fertilizer in a circle around the 

tree 

990. Other [SPECIFY] 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

Multiple responses 

allowed 

 

 

 

DO NOT PROMPT 

 

B20.7 

In the last 12 months, how 

many times have you applied 

compost to your cocoa farm? 

4. 1 time 

5. 2 times 

6. 3 times 

7. 4 or more times 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

 

Single response then 

>>> B22 

 

 

Scripter: Allow 

question only If 
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option is 2 captured 

at B20 

B20.8 
Why did you not use fertilizer 

or compost? 

1. Too expensive 

2. There wasn’t any available 

3. Do not need it 

4. Came too late in the season 

5. No money to invest 

6. Not right kind available 

7. Access point too far 

8. Don’t know where to buy 

9. Forgot to buy 

990. Other [SPECIFY] 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

 

 

INTERVIEWER 

DO NOT 

PROMPT 

 

 

Inputs –Pesticide 

 

B22 

In the last 12 months, did you 

apply pesticides on your 

cocoa farm(s)? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

If 2 >>>B22.9 

 

If 997 or 998 >>>B23 

B22.1 

In the last 12 months, from 

where did you purchase or 

receive pesticides for your 

cocoa farm? 

1. [GHANA ONLY] Government - 

Cocobod 

2. [NIGERIA ONLY] Government – ADP 

(Agriculture Development Programme) 

3. [CDI ONLY] Government - Anader 

4. Private seller-shop 

5. Cooperatives/farmer groups/farmer 

organizations/farmer societies – 

INTERVIEWER THIS DOES NOT 

INCLUDE PRIVATE COMPANIES (ALSO 

LISTED) 

6. Buyers 

7. [GHANA ONLY] From a private 

company – Hershey (Learn to 

Grow)/Ecom (Anidaso Aba) 

DO NOT PROMPT 
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8. [GHANA ONLY] From a private 

company – Mondelez (Cocoa Life) 

9. [GHANA ONLY] From a private 

company –Kookoo Pa  

10. [GHANA ONLY] From a private 

company – Touton (Akuafo Yiedie Fie) 

11. [CDI ONLY] From a private company – 

Mars  

12. [CDI/MARS ONLY] Cocoa Village 

Center/CVC technician 

13.  [CDI ONLY] From a private company – 

Nestlé (Cocoa Plan)/Olam 

14. [CDI ONLY] From a private company – 

Ecom (Agro Trade) 

15. [CDI ONLY] From a private company – 

Barry Callebaut (Forever Chocolate) 

16. [CDI ONLY] From a private company – 

Cargill (Cocoa Promise) 

17. [NIGERIA ONLY] From a private 

company – Ecom Tulip Cocoa (Ecom 

Agro Trade, Armajaro) 

18.  Input loans/credit package 

19. Other [SPECIFY] 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

B22.2 

In the last 12 months, how did 

you purchase or receive the 

pesticides? 

1. Cash Loans 

2. Input Credit (Given the pesticides on 

Credit) 

3. Paid cash 

4. Received it free 

990. Other [SPECIFY] 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

Multiple responses  

 

B22.3 

In the last 12 months, how 

many times have you applied 

pesticides to your cocoa 

farm(s)? 

1. 1 time 

2. 2 times 

3. 3 times 

4. 4 or more times 

Single response  
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997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

B22.4 

In the last 12 months, on 

what percentage of your 

farm(s) did you apply 

pesticides? 

1. 10% or less 

2. 11-20% 

3. 21-30% 

4. 31-40% 

5. 41-50% 

6. 51-60% 

7. 61-70% 

8. 71-80% 

9. 81-90% 

10. 91-100% 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

 

B22.5 

Overall, how much pesticide 

did you apply on your cocoa 

farms in the last 12 months? 

1. … Kg 

2. … bags 

990. Other (specify) 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

 

B22.6 
Who applies the pesticides on 

your cocoa farm(s)? 

1. Farmer – respondent 

2. Adult children (18 and above) 

3. Non-adult children (below 18) 

4. Spouse 

5. Other relatives 

6. Hired labor 

7. Professional/Government sprayers 

990. Other [SPECIFY] 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

Multiple responses 

allowed  

B22.7 

What protective equipment 

do you or the person that 

applies the pesticides wear 

during application? 

1. Gloves 

2. Boots 

3. Face/nose mask 

4. Protective clothing/ wear long sleeves 

5. Hat 

6. Other [SPECIFY] 

7. Nothing 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

Multiple responses 

allowed  
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B22.8 

If you or the person uses no 

protective equipment, why 

not? 

1. I/they do not own any protective 

equipment 

2. I/they do not need to wear any 

protective equipment 

3. I/they cannot afford to purchase 

protective equipment 

990. Other [SPECIFY] 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

Ask ONLY if 7 at 

B22.7  

 

Multiple responses 

allowed  

 

B22.9 
Why did you not use 

pesticides? 

1. Too expensive 

2. There wasn’t any available 

3. Do not need it 

4. Came too late in the season 

5. No money to invest 

6. Not right kind available 

7. Access point too far 

8. Don’t know where to buy 

9. Forgot to buy 

990. Other [SPECIFY] 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

Multiple responses 

allowed  

B23 

How do you dispose of your 

empty agrochemical 

containers?  

1. Burn them 

2. Reuse the containers 

3. Return the containers to the suppliers 

4. Leave them on the ground on or near 

my farm 

5. Hide them on my farm 

6. Leave them outside near my house 

7. Bury them 

990. Other [SPECIFY] 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

Multiple responses 

allowed  

 

Disease Pods – Black Pod and Swollen Shoot Virus 

 

B24 

In the last 12 months, has 

your farm(s) experienced any 

of the following problems? 

1. Mistletoe 

2. Theft 

Multiple responses 

allowed  

 



 

Page 44 of 162 

3. Bushfire 

4. Damage from lumbering 

5. Weather-related disasters (flood 

damage, drought) 

6. Stem-borer disease 

7. Capsid (mirid infestation) 

8. Swollen shoot disease 

9. Blackpod 

10. CSSV 

990. Other diseases [SPECIFY] 

996. None of these  

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

 

READ OUT OPTIONS 

B25 

What do you do when you 

find a diseased pod on your 

cocoa farm(s)?  

1. Remove the pods from my farm and 

bury them 

2. Remove the pods from my farm and 

burn them 

3. Bury the pods on my farm 

4. Burn the pods on my farm 

5. Remove pods from the trees and leave 

them on the ground 

6. Leave the pods on the trees 

7. Spray with Agrochemicals 

8. No diseased pods  

990. Other [SPECIFY] 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

Multiple responses 

allowed  

 

Cocoa Harvesting 

 

B26 

When harvesting your cocoa, 

what do you use to remove 

the pods from the cocoa tree? 

1. A machete 

2. Blunt cutlass 

3. Shears 

4. Sickle  

5. Pole pruner 

6. I remove them with my hands 

990. Other [SPECIFY] 

Multiple responses 

allowed  
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997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

B27 
How do you break open your 

cocoa pods after harvesting? 

1. A blunt machete 

2. A blunt cutlass 

3. A piece of iron 

4. A rock or stone 

5. A stick 

6. I remove them with my hands 

7. I bang two pods together 

990. Other [SPECIFY] 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

Multiple responses 

allowed  

B28 

What do you do with the 

cocoa beans once you remove 

them from the pods? 

1. Ferment the beans 

2. Dry the beans immediately 

3. Sell the beans immediately (sell wet) 

990. Other [SPECIFY] 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

Multiple responses 

allowed  

B28.1 

If you ferment your cocoa 

beans, for how long do you 

ferment your cocoa beans? 

 

1. About … days  

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

Ask if B28 = 1 

 

Confirm if say more 

than 10 and Scripter: 

allow parts of days 

(e.g. 1.5 days) 

B29 
How do you dry your cocoa 

beans?  

1. In the sun on a raised mat 

2. By fire 

3. In the sun on a plastic sheet 

4. In a storage building 

5. In the sun on a mat on the ground 

6. In the sun directly on the ground (not 

on a mat) 

990. Other [SPECIFY] 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

Ask if B28 = 2 

 

Multiple responses 

allowed  

 

 

B30 
On average, for how long do 

you dry your cocoa beans? 

 

1. About … days  

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

 

Ask if B28 = 2 
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Adoption of good farm management practices for cocoa farming  

 

B31 

Do you currently have a bank 

account that you use to 

deposit money from cocoa or 

other farm sales? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

 

B32 
In the last 12 months, have 

you received a cash loan? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

If 2 >>> B32.2 

 

If 997 or 998 >>> 

B33 

B32.1 
From whom did you receive 

the loan?  

1. Relative 

2. Bank 

3. Grantee 

4. Cooperative 

5. Input dealer 

990. Other [SPECIFY] 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

READ OUT 

B32.2 
What were the reasons you 

did not take a loan? 

1. Loan application rejected 

2. No lender/loans not available 

3. Lack of collateral 

4. High-interest rates 

5. Did not need a loan 

990. Other [SPECIFY] 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

ASK IF B28 = 2  

 

 Multiple responses 

allowed  

 

 

 

 

B33 
In the last 12 months, did you 

take out any crop insurance? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

 

B34 
Do you currently keep written 

records of the following? 

1. Cocoa harvested 

2. Cocoa grown 

3. Income from cocoa sales 

4. Income from food crop sales 

5. Income from other sources 

6. Money in and out 

7. I do not keep records  

990. Other [SPECIFY] 

Multiple responses 

allowed 
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997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

 

Training on cocoa farming 

 

B35 
Have you ever received any 

training in farming? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

 

If 2, 997 or 998 

>>>B37 

 

B36 

In the last 12 months, have 

you received any training on 

farming? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

 

B36.1 

In the last 12 months, how 

many times did you get 

training? 

1. … times 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

 

B36.2 

From whom did you receive 

this training in the last 12 

months? 

1. [GHANA ONLY] Government extension 

agents - Cocobod 

2. [NIGERIA ONLY] Government 

extension agents – ADP (Agriculture 

Development Programme) 

3. [CDI ONLY] Government extension 

agents – Anader Standard 

organizations (certification) 

4. Cooperatives/farmer groups/farmer 

organizations/farmer societies – 

INTERVIEWER THIS DOES NOT 

INCLUDE PRIVATE COMPANIES (ALSO 

LISTED) 

5. [GHANA ONLY] From a private 

company – Hershey (Learn to Grow)/ 

Ecom (Anidaso Aba) 

6. [GHANA ONLY] From a private 

company – Mondelez (Cocoa Life) 

7. [GHANA ONLY] From a private 

company – Kookoo Pa  

8. [GHANA ONLY] From a private 

company – Touton (Akuafo Yiedie Fie) 

Multiple responses 

allowed  

 

 

 

 

READ OUT OPTIONS 
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9. [CDI ONLY] From a private company – 

Mars 

10. [CDI/MARS ONLY] Cocoa Village 

Center/CVC technician 

11. [CDI ONLY] From a private company – 

Nestlé (Cocoa Plan)/Olam 

12. [CDI ONLY] From a private company – 

Ecom (Agro Trade) 

13. [CDI ONLY] From a private company – 

Barry Callebaut (Forever Chocolate) 

14. [CDI ONLY] From a private company – 

Cargill (Cocoa Promise) 

15. [NIGERIA ONLY] From a private 

company – Ecom Tulip Cocoa (Ecom 

Agro Trade, Armajaro) 

16. Cocoa Livelihoods Program 

17. NGO [SPECIFY] 

990. Other [SPECIFY] 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

B36.3 
What type of training did you 

receive in the last 12 months? 

1. Child labor education 

2. Health and safety about cocoa farming 

3. Fertilizer/pesticides application 

4. Farm/crop maintenance (i.e. weeding, 

pruning, harvesting, etc.) 

5. Deforestation and environment 

6. Crop diversification (i.e. food crops) 

7. Planting and farm expansion 

8. Processing and storage 

9. Business skills (i.e. record keeping, 

accounting, saving) 

10. Financial calendar/planning 

11. Measurement of farm size 

12. Diversification of crops 

13. Cooperative membership 

14. Group purchase of inputs options 

990. Other [SPECIFY] 

Multiple responses 

allowed  

 

 

READ OUT OPTIONS 
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997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

 

36.4 

Do you feel the training 

helped you to be more 

successful? 

1. Yes 

2. No  

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

If 2 >>> 36.6 

36.5 
If yes, what did it help you do 

better than before? 

1. Improved my record keeping skills 

2. Open/run a bank account 

3. Joined/became more active in 

cooperative activities 

4. Purchased better farm inputs (fertilizers, 

pesticides, etc.) 

5. Improved my farm management & 

maintenance skills; planting, weeding, 

pruning, etc.) 

6. Improved my access to markets for my 

farm products 

7. Helped me achieve better farm 

outputs/yields 

8. Diversified my crops for better returns 

990. Other (specify) 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

 

36.6 If no, why do you say so? 

1. There has not been any improvement 

on farm outputs/yields 

2. Most of the topics covered in the 

training were not relevant for me 

3. I have not been able to access better 

markets for my farm produce 

990. Other (specify) 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

 

B37 

Are you currently a member 

of a cooperative or farmer 

association/organization? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know  
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Income and yields 

 

B38 

In the main cocoa season 

(October–February), how 

many bags or Kg of cocoa 

from your farm(s) did you 

sell? 

1. … BAGS  

2. … KG 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

If respondent says 

more than 15 bags or 

more than 700 kg, re-

prompt/confirm. 

 

(NUMERIC – 0-100 

BAGS OR 0-5000 KG) 

B39 

In the minor cocoa season 

(March–September), how 

many bags or Kg of cocoa 

from your farm(s) did you 

sell? 

1. … BAGS  

2. … KG 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

 

B40 

How many bags or Kg of 

cocoa from your farm(s) did 

you sell in total during the 

2017-2018 season? 

1. … BAGS  

2. … KG 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

If respondent says 

more than 15 bags or 

more than 700 kg, re-

prompt/confirm. 

 

(NUMERIC – 0-100 

BAGS OR 0-5000 KG) 

B40.1 

To whom did you sell your 

cocoa (in the last 12 months/ 

during the previous main and 

minor cocoa seasons)? 

 

 

OPEN END  

 

(To be coded after the pilot) 

. 

B41 

On average, what percentage 

of your cocoa production did 

you lose during harvesting 

and drying due to problems 

such as damage, black pod, 

swollen shoot, capsid, pests, 

theft, etc.? 

1. 10% or less 

2. 11-20% 

3. 21-30% 

4. 31-40% 

5. 41-50% 

6. 51-60% 

7. 61-70% 

8. 71-80% 

9. 81-90% 

10. 91-100% 

997. Refused to answer 

888. 998. Don’t know 
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B42 

How many bags or Kg of 

cocoa from your farm(s) do 

you expect to sell in the 2018-

2019 season? 

1. … BAGS 

2. … KG 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

If respondent says 

more than 15 bags or 

more than 700 kg, re-

prompt/confirm. 

 

(NUMERIC – 0-100 

BAGS OR 0-5000 KG) 

 

Food Security 

 

B43 

Has cocoa production and 

income from cocoa 

production helped the family 

in producing more food 

crops? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

 

B44 

Has income from cocoa 

production enabled the 

household to meet your basic 

needs and food requirements? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

 

B45 

How do you use the income 

you make from cocoa 

production?  

1 School fees 

2 Savings 

3 Buying food 

4 Reinvest in cocoa farming 

5 Invest in food crops 

6 Lend to others 

7 Housing (building/rent/repairs) 

8 Health expenses or bills 

990. Other [SPECIFY] 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

Multiple responses 

allowed  

B46 

Do any other members of 

your household contribute to 

the household income? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

If 2 >>> B47 

B46.1 
From where does this income 

come from? 

1. Cocoa 

2. Food crops 

3. Non-food crops (i.e. rubber, oil palm, 

etc.) 

Multiple responses 

allowed  
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4. Non-agricultural sources (trading, 

wage jobs, labor, Government work, 

etc.) 

5. Remittances 

990. Other [SPECIFY] 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

B47 

What are the three most 

important (or main) sources 

of income for your family, in 

order of priority, from the 

highest downwards? 

1. Cocoa 

2. Food crops 

3. Non-food crops (i.e. rubber, oil palm, 

etc.) 

4. Non-agricultural sources (trading, 

wage jobs, labor, Government work, 

etc.) 

5. Remittances 

990. Other [SPECIFY] 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

 

B48 

What food crops do you 

grow? INTERVIEWER DO NOT 

PROMPT 

1. I don’t grow food crops DO NOT READ 

[EXCLUSIVE] 

2. Plantain 

3. Cassava 

4. Maize 

5. Rice 

6. Cocoyam 

7. Yam 

8. Oranges 

9. Garden Vegetables 

10. Bananas 

11. Pineapple 

12. Pawpaw 

990. Other [SPECIFY] 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

Multiple responses 

allowed  

B49 

In the last 12 months, what 

were the three most 

important non-cocoa food 

crops that your household 

1. I do not grow other crops 

2. Plantain 

3. Cassava 
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produced, if any (in order of 

priority, from the highest 

downwards?  

4. Maize 

5. Rice 

6. Cocoyam 

7. Rubber 

8. Oil palm 

9. Yam 

10. Oranges 

11. Garden Vegetables 

12. Bananas 

13. Pineapple 

14. Pawpaw 

996. None  

990. Other [SPECIFY] 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

B50 
How do you primarily obtain 

food for your family? 

1. Purchase 

2. Gifts 

3. Grown on your farm 

4. Family member 

5. Barter 

990. Other [SPECIFY] 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

Single response 

B51 

In the last 12 months, has 

your household experienced a 

shortage of food to eat? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

If 2, 997 or 998 >>> 

C1 

B51.1 
How did your household cope 

with this shortage? 

1. Skip entire days without eating 

2. Limit portion size at mealtimes 

3. Reduce number of meals eaten per 

day 

4. Borrow food or rely on help from 

friends or relatives 

5. Purchase/borrow food on credit 

6. Send household members to eat 

elsewhere 

Multiple responses 

allowed  
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7. Sell household items to be able to 

purchase food 

8. Females eat less 

990. Other [SPECIFY] 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

B51.2 

In the last 30 days, how 

frequently did your 

household have to rely on one 

or more of these coping 

strategies mentioned in the 

previous question? 

0. 1-3 days a month 

1. 1-2 days a week 

2. 3-6 days a week 

3. Daily 

990. Other [SPECIFY] 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

Scripter: Allow 

iterations equivalent 

to number of options 

captured at B51.1 

 

Thank you for your responses to the first part of the survey. We would now like to ask 

you some questions about food crops. We will be focusing on cassava and/or plantain. 

Section C: Cassava Farming 

 

C1 

What is the size of your 

cassava farm/plot?  

1. Less than 1 hectare/Less than 2.5 acres 

2. 1-2 hectares/2.5-5 acres 

3. More than 2 hectares/More than 5 acres 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

READ OUT 

 

Scripter: Link to 

option 3 (cassava) in 

B48 

C2 
What type/variety of cassava 

do you grow? 

Nigeria Only 

1. Oko Iyawo  

2. Agric 

3. Aboyade  

4. White  

5. Hybrid  

6. 7 Months  

7. IITA  

8. Red Cassava  

9. Idileru  

10. Pupa  

11. Texaco  

12. TME419  

13. TMS3072  

14. TMS3572  

 

Ghana Only 

20. Abasafitaa  

Multiple responses 

allowed  
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21. Broni Bankye  

22. Bankye Hemaa  

23. 6 Months  

24. Ampong  

 

CDI Only  

30. 6 mois  

31. Bonoua  

32. Yace  

33. Manioc Blanc  

34. Manioc Rouge  

35. TMS4  

36. CNRA  

37. Yavo 

 

990. Other (Specify) 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know  

C3 

Is your cassava grown on a 

separate farm or intercropped 

with your young cocoa?  

1. Separate 

2. Intercropped 

3. Both 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know  

 

 

Cassava practices 

C4 
What time of the year do you 

plant cassava?  

1. Before the first rainy season 

2. Before the second rainy season 

3. At the beginning of the rainy season 

4. At the beginning of the major growing 

season (April-May) 

5. At the beginning of the minor growing 

season (August) 

6. Dry Season 

990. Other (Specify) 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know  

READ OUT 

C5 

 

How far apart do you plant 

cassava stem cuttings? 

1. Less than 12 inches (less than .3 

meters) 

2. More than 1 foot but less than 2 feet 

(more than .3 but less than .5 meters) 

DO NOT PROMPT 
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3. More than 2 but less than 6 feet (more 

than .5 but less than 2 meters) 

4. More than 6 but less than 9 feet (more 

than 2 but less than 3 meters) 

5. More than 9 feet (more than 3 meters) 

990. Other (Specify) 

997. Refused to answer  

998. Don’t know 

C6 
What is the average length of 

the stem cuttings you plant? 

1. … cm 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

 

C7 

In the last 12 months did you 

receive any improved cassava 

stems for planting? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know  

 

Cassava fertilizer 

C8 
Do you apply fertilizer to your 

cassava plants? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

If 2 >>> C8.2 

 

If 997, 998  >>> C9 

C8.1 
What type of fertilizer do you 

apply? 

1. Organic 

2. Non-organic (chemical) 

3. Both 

990. Other (Specify) 

997. Refused  

998. Don’t know  

READ OUT 

C8.2 
Why do you not apply 

fertilizer? 

1. Too expensive 

2. They don’t need fertilizer 

3. Don’t know-how 

4. No access to fertilizer 

990. Other (Specify) 

997. Refused 

998. Don’t know 

Multiple responses 

allowed  

Cassava crop maintenance 

C9 

In the last 12 months, how 

many times have you weeded 

your cassava farm? 

1. 0 – I do not weed 

2. 1 time 

3. 2 times 

Single response  
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4. 3 times 

5. More than 3 times 

990. Other (Specify) 

991. Refused to answer  

992. Don’t know 

C10 
Do you apply pesticides to 

your cassava plants? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

If 1 , 997 or 998 >>> 

C11 

C10.1 If no, why not? 

1. Too expensive 

2. They don’t need pesticides 

3. Don’t know-how 

4. No access to pesticides 

990. Other (Specify) 

997. Refused to answer  

998. Don’t know 

Multiple responses 

allowed  

Cassava harvesting practices 

C11 
How long after you plant your 

cassava do you harvest it?  

1. Harvesting less than 8 months after 

planting 

2. Harvesting between 8 and 12 months 

after planting 

3. Harvesting more than 12 months after 

planting 

990. Other (Specify) 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

DO NOT PROMPT 

C12 
Do you cut your cassava stems 

before harvesting the roots? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

If 2, 997 or 998 >>> 

C13 

C12.1 

How long after cutting the 

stems do you harvest the 

roots? 

1. The same day 

2. 1 day after 

3. 2 days after 

4. 3 days after 

5. More than 3 days after 

990. Other (Specify) 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know  

DO NOT PROMPT 
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C13 
Did you harvest any of your 

cassava in the last 12 months? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

If 2, 997 or 998 >>> 

C17 

C14 

Did you sell any of the 

cassava you harvested in the 

last 12 months? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

If 2, 997 or 998 >>> 

C15 

C14.1 

Where did you sell your 

cassava, in the last 12 

months? 

OPEN END  

 

(To be coded after the pilot) 

 

C14.2 
What was the selling price for 

the cassava? 

OPEN END  

 

(To be coded after the pilot) 

 

C14.3 
Who sells the cassava 

produced by the farm?  

1. You 

2. Spouse 

3. Children 

990. Other (Specify) 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know  

Multiple responses 

allowed  

C15 

Did you have any cassava 

from your last harvest that 

you tried to sell but were 

unable to sell? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know  

If 2, 997 or 998 >>> 

C16 

C15.1 
Why were you not able to sell 

it?  

1. There is no one to buy it  

2. I do not have transportation to 

transport it to a market 

3. Price is too low 

4. Theft 

990. Other (Specify) 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know  

Multiple responses 

allowed  

C16 
Where do you store your 

harvested cassava? 

1. Outside my house 

2. In a warehouse or separate storage 

3. I don’t store them: I take them straight 

to the market 

4. I don’t store them: I eat them 

990. Other (Specify) 

997. Refused to answer 

Multiple responses 

allowed  
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998. Don’t know 

C17 

In the past 12 months, did 

you receive any training in 

good agricultural practices for 

growing cassava? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know  

If 2, 997 or 998 >>> 

D1 

C17.1 
Who in the household 

received the training? 

1. Me  

2. My spouse 

3. Other member of the household 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know  

If 2, 3, 997 or 998 

>>> D1 

C17.2 

In the training for good 

agricultural practices for 

growing cassava, what 

specific practices were you 

trained on? 

1. Cutting of planting stems 

2. Planting in lines and on ridges 

3. Identification of pests and diseases 

4. Application of pesticides 

5. General cassava farm maintenance 

6. Harvesting 

7. Storage 

990. Other (Specify) 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know  

Multiple responses 

allowed  

C17.3 
From whom did you receive 

the training? 

1. [GHANA ONLY] Government extension 

agents - Cocobod 

2. [NIGERIA ONLY] Government 

extension agents – ADP (Agriculture 

Development Programme) 

3. [CDI ONLY] Government extension 

agents – Anader Standard 

organizations (certification) 

4. Cooperatives/farmer groups/farmer 

organizations/farmer societies – 

INTERVIEWER THIS DOES NOT 

INCLUDE PRIVATE COMPANIES (ALSO 

LISTED) 

5. [GHANA ONLY] From a private 

company – Hershey (Learn to Grow)/ 

Ecom (Anidaso Aba) 

Multiple responses 

allowed  
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6. [GHANA ONLY] From a private 

company – Mondelez (Cocoa Life) 

7. [GHANA ONLY] From a private 

company – Kookoo Pa  

8. [GHANA ONLY] From a private 

company – Touton (Akuafo Yiedie Fie) 

9. [CDI ONLY] From a private company – 

Mars 

10. [CDI/MARS ONLY] Cocoa Village 

Center/CVC technician 

11. [CDI ONLY] From a private company – 

Nestlé (Cocoa Plan)/Olam 

12. [CDI ONLY] From a private company – 

Ecom (Agro Trade) 

13. [CDI ONLY] From a private company – 

Barry Callebaut (Forever Chocolate) 

14. [CDI ONLY] From a private company – 

Cargill (Cocoa Promise) 

15. [NIGERIA ONLY] From a private 

company – Ecom Tulip Cocoa (Ecom 

Agro Trade, Armajaro) 

16. Cocoa Livelihoods Program 

17. NGO [SPECIFY] 

990. Other [SPECIFY] 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

Section D: Plantain Farming 

 

D1 

What is the size of your 

plantain farm/plot?  

1. Less than 1 hectare/Less than 2.5 

acres 

2. 1-2 hectares/2.5-5 acres 

3. More than 2 hectares/More than 5 

acres 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know  

 

D2 
What type/variety of plantain 

do you grow? 

Nigeria Only 

1. ….  

 

Multiple responses 

allowed  
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Ghana Only 

20. Apem 

21. Apantu  

22. Oniaba 

23. Apem Hemaa (FHIA 21)  

24. Essamienu  

 

CDI Only  

30. Pitha3 

31. Afoot  

32. Agninin  

33. Kpatraigno  

34. Melekia  

35. Assagnon  

 

990. Other (Specify) 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know  

D3 

Is your plantain grown on a 

separate farm or intercropped 

with your young cocoa?  

1. Separate 

2. Intercropped 

3. Both 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know  

 

 

D4 
What time of the year do you 

plant plantain?  

1. Before the first rainy season 

2. Before the second rainy season 

3. At the beginning of the rainy season 

4. At the beginning of the major growing 

season (April-May) 

5. At the beginning of the minor growing 

season (August) 

6. Dry Season 

990. Other (Specify) 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know  

READ OUT 

D5 
On average, how far apart are 

your plantain trees? 

1. Less than 12 inches (less than .3 meters) 

2. More than 1 foot but less than 2 feet 

(more than .3 but less than .5 meters) 

3. More than 2 but less than 6 feet (more 

than .5 but less than 2 meters) 
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4. More than 6 but less than 9 feet (more 

than 2 but less than 3 meters) 

5. More than 9 feet (more than 3 meters) 

990. Other (Specify) 

997. Refused to answer  

998. Don’t know 

D6 

In the last 12 months did you 

receive any improved plantain 

suckers for planting? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know  

 

D7 

In the last 12 months, have 

your plantain trees suffered 

from any wind damage? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know  

 

Plantain Fertilizers 

D8 
Do you apply fertilizer to your 

plantain plants? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

If 2 >>> D8.2 

 

If 997, 998  >>> D9 

D8.1 
What type of fertilizer do you 

apply? 

1. Organic 

2. Non-organic (chemical) 

3. Both 

990. Other (Specify) 

997. Refused  

998. Don’t know  

 

 

D8.2 
Why do you not apply 

fertilizer? 

1. Too expensive 

2. They don’t need fertilizer 

3. Don’t know-how 

4. No access to fertilizer 

990. Other (Specify) 

997. Refused 

998. Don’t know 

Ask only if D8 =2 

Plantain maintenance 

D9 

In the last 12 months, how 

many times have you weeded 

your plantain farm? 

1. 0 – I do not weed 

2. 1 time 

3. 2 times 

4. 3 times 
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5. More than 3 times 

990. Other (Specify) 

997. Refused to answer  

998. Don’t know 

D10 
Do you apply pesticides to 

your plantain plants? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

If 1, 997 or 998 >>> 

D11 

D10.1 

Why do you not apply 

pesticides to your plantain 

plants? 

1. Too expensive 

2. They don’t need pesticides 

3. Don’t know-how 

4. No access to pesticides 

990. Other (Specify) 

997. Refused to answer  

998. Don’t know 

Multiple responses 

allowed  

D11 
Do you remove suckers from 

the parent plantain plants? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

3.     I do not know what suckers are 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

 

D12 

Do you remove dead leaves 

from the parent plantain 

plants? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

 

D13 
Do you prop/stake up your 

heavy plantain stem? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

 

D14 

Did you harvest any of your 

plantain in the last 12 

months? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

If 2, 997 or 998 >>> 

D17 

D14.1 

In the last 12 months, how 

much plantain did you 

harvest? 

1. … bunches 

2. … trucks/lorries 

990. Other unit (specify) 

997.Refused to answer 

998.Don’t know  

DO NOT PROMPT 
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D15 

Did you sell any of the 

plantain you harvested in the 

last 12 months? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

If 2, 997 or 998 >>> 

D16 

D15.1 

In the last 12 months, how 

much of your plantain did you 

sell? 

1. … bunches 

2. … trucks/lorries 

990. Other unit (specify) 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know  

 

D15.2 

Where did you sell your 

plantain, in the last 12 

months? 

OPEN END  

 

(To be coded after the pilot) 

Multiple responses 

allowed  

D15.3 
What was the selling price for 

the plantain? 

OPEN END  

 

(To be coded after the pilot) 

 

D15.4 
Did you have challenges 

selling your plantain? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know  

If 2, 997 or 998 >>> 

D15.6 

D15.5 
What are some of these 

challenges?  

1. There is no one to buy it  

2. I do not have transportation to 

transport it to a market 

3. Price is too low 

990. Other (Specify) 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know  

Multiple responses 

allowed  

D15.6 
Who sells the plantain 

produced by the farm?  

1. You 

2. Spouse 

3. Children 

990. Other (Specify) 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know  

Multiple responses 

allowed  

D16 
After harvesting, where do 

you store the bunches? 

1. In my house 

2. Outside my house 

3. In a warehouse or separate storage 

4. I take them to the market 

5. I don’t store them 

990. Other (Specify) 

Multiple responses 

allowed  
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997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

D17 

In the past 12 months, did 

you receive any training in 

good agricultural practices for 

growing plantain? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know  

If 2, 997 or 998 >>> 

F1 

D17.1 
Who in the household 

received the training? 

1. Me  

2. My spouse 

3. Other member of the household 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know  

If 2, 3, 997 or 998 

>>> F1 

D17.2 

In the training for good 

agricultural practices for 

growing plantain, what 

specific practices were you 

trained on? 

1. Plantain sucker multiplication 

2. Planting in lines and spaces 

3. Identification of pests and diseases 

4. Application of pesticides 

5. Composting and fertilizer 

application 

6. Propping  

7. General plantain farm maintenance  

8. Harvesting 

9. Storage 

990. Other (Specify) 

997. Refused to answer 

999. Don’t know  

Multiple responses 

allowed  

D17.3 
From whom did you receive 

the training? 

1. [GHANA ONLY] Government extension 

agents - Cocobod 

2. [NIGERIA ONLY] Government 

extension agents – ADP (Agriculture 

Development Programme) 

3. [CDI ONLY] Government extension 

agents – Anader Standard 

organizations (certification) 

4. Cooperatives/farmer groups/farmer 

organizations/farmer societies – 

INTERVIEWER THIS DOES NOT 
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INCLUDE PRIVATE COMPANIES (ALSO 

LISTED) 

5. [GHANA ONLY] From a private 

company – Hershey (Learn to 

Grow)/Ecom (Anidaso Aba) 

6. [GHANA ONLY] From a private 

company – Mondelez (Cocoa Life) 

7. [GHANA ONLY] From a private entity 

or company – Kookoo Pa  

8. [GHANA ONLY] From a private 

company – Touton (Akuafo Yiedie Fie) 

9. [CDI ONLY] From a private company – 

Mars 

10. [CDI/MARS ONLY] Cocoa Village 

Center/CVC technician 

11. [CDI ONLY] From a private company – 

Nestlé (Cocoa Plan)/Olam 

12. [CDI ONLY] From a private company – 

Ecom (Agro Trade) 

13. [CDI ONLY] From a private company – 

Barry Callebaut (Forever Chocolate) 

14. [CDI ONLY] From a private company – 

Cargill (Cocoa Promise) 

15. [NIGERIA ONLY] From a private 

company – Ecom Tulip Cocoa (Ecom 

Agro Trade, Armajaro) 

16. Cocoa Livelihoods Program 

17. NGO [SPECIFY] 

990. Other [SPECIFY] 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

 

Section E: Women Empowerment and Gender Equity 

 

Now I’d like to ask you a few questions about your participation in the decision process for certain 

activities in the household, access to credit, membership to community groups, leadership, etc. 
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Role in household decision-making around production and income 

E1 

Did you participate in any of 

the following household 

activities in the past 12 

months? 

Activity 

Participatio

n 

1. Yes 

2. No 

If 2 >>> Next activity 

or E2 

1 Food crop farming  

2 Cash crop farming  

3 

Non-farm economic 

activities (running a 

small business, self-

employment, etc.) 

 

4 
Wage/salary 

employment 

 

E1.1 

How much input did you have 

in making decisions about … 

in the last 12 months? 

1. No input or input in few decisions 

2. Input into some decisions  

3. Input into most of decisions or all 

decisions 

997. Refused to answer  Scripter: Link 

questions to response 

at E1 

E1.2 

How much input did you have 

in decisions on the use of 

income generated from … in 

the last 12 months? 

1. No input or input in few decisions 

2. Input into some decisions  

3. Input into most of decisions or all 

decisions 

997. Refused to answer  

Access to credit 

E2 

Has anyone in your household 

taken any loans or borrowed 

cash/in-kind from any of the 

following sources, in the last 

12 months? 

Lending Source 

Loan 

tak

en 

1. Yes 

2. No 

If 2 >>> next lending 

source OR E3 

1 
Formal lender (bank or 

financial institution) 

 

2 Informal lender  

3 
Non-governmental 

organization (NGO) 

 

4 Friends or relatives  

5 

Group based micro-

finance or lending e.g. 

SACCOs or merry-go-

rounds 
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E2.1 
Who made the decision to 

borrow from … {this source}? 

1. Self 

2. Spouse 

3. Other member in the household 

4. Other non-household member 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

 

E2.2 

Who makes the decision 

about what to do with the 

money/item borrowed from 

… {this source}? 

1. Self 

2. Spouse 

3. Other member in the household 

4. Other non-household member 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

 

Group membership/ Individual leadership and influence in community 

E3 

Are there any formal or 

informal groups in your 

community, e.g. farmers’ 

groups, women groups, water 

users’ group, merry-go-

rounds/SACCOs, trade or 

business associations, religious 

groups, etc.? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

 

If 2, 997 or 998 >>> 

E4 

E3.1 
Are you an active member of 

any these groups? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

 

E3.2 

Do you hold any leadership 

positions in any of the 

groups? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

 

E4 

Overall, how comfortable do 

you feel speaking in public 

when your community needs 

to make important decisions, 

e.g. on infrastructure, to protest 

misbehavior of an elected 

leaders, etc.?  

1. Not at all comfortable 

2. Slightly comfortable 

3. Very comfortable 

997. Refused to answer 

998. Don’t know 

 

Satisfaction with (leisure) time allocation 

E5 
How satisfied are you with 

the free time you have for 

1. Very dissatisfied 
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yourself, to do the things you 

enjoy doing, like visiting 

neighbors, watching TV, listening 

to radio, doing sports, watching 

movies, etc.?  

2. Dissatisfied 

3. Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied 

4. Satisfied 

5. Very satisfied  

997. Refused to answer 

E6 

Finally, how much do you agree with the following statements about women in your 

community, on a scale of 1 to 5 where 

1 = Strongly agree 

2= Agree 

3=neither agree nor disagree/uncertain 

4=Disagree 

5=Strongly disagree 

Statement 

Level of agreement with 

statement  

1 2 3 4 5 

1 
Young women in my community are willing to cultivate cocoa in the 

country. 
     

2 
Majority of women can access inputs and technology to enhance the 

production of cocoa. 
     

3 
Most women manage their own cocoa farms and take decisions on 

cocoa production income. 
     

 

CONTROL FOR FOOD CROP FARM VISIT 

FVC 

Is this household a likely 

candidate for the food crop 

farm visit? 

1. Yes, for both cassava and plantain (if 

2 and 3 @ B48) 

2. Yes, for cassava only (if 3 @ B48) 

3. Yes, for plantain only (if 2 @ B48) 

4. No (if any other response but 2 or 3 

@B48) 

5. No, not applicable (if response is 

‘replaced’ at outcome of final visit, 

2 @ Q1 or 2, 997 or 998 @Q2) 

Scripter: Should be an 

auto-response question 

linked to responses at: 

outcome of final visit, 

Q1, Q2 and at B48, as 

appropriate. 

  

Thank you very much for your time. 
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b. Cocoa Farm Visit Questionnaire 

 

Administrative Information 

 

Questionnaire number  

Interviewing date     DD            MM                  YY 

Time of interview: 

(24-hour clock) 

Start           HH     MM      Stop      HH     MM 

  

Name of interviewer:  

 
 

 

GPS Coordinates  

Administrative district   

 Cocoa District   

Cooperative Society  

Community   

Number of visits (max. of 3) 

Reason for call back 
Number of visits 

1 2 3 

Refused to be interviewed  1 1 

Target respondent not at home  2 2 

No one in the household  3 3 

Respondent not able to be interviewed due to 

medical reasons (very sick, dumb, etc.)  

 4 4 

No adult member in the household  5 5 

Language barrier   6 6 

Other (specify)  98 98 

Not applicable   99 99 

Outcome of final visit Successful Incomplete Replaced 

 

Are you aware of the company’s 

sustainability program and its services? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

INTERVIEWER probe to ascertain 

whether they know the programs 

offered specifically the CLP program 

If 2 terminate interview and replace 

respondent 

 

Data quality control checks on the interview 

Type of QC check QC check by  

6. Edited  7. Interviewer 
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7. Reviewed  

8. Accompanied  

9. Back checked  

10. Called back 

8. Team leader 

9. Team supervisor 

10. Field coordinator 

11. Project manager 

12. Data processing personnel 

 

[ASK ALL, NUMERIC, 10,000,000-40,000,000. IF GHANA, FARMER ID BEGINS WITH 1, IF 

NIGERIA, FARMER ID BEGINS WITH 2, IF CDI, FARMER ID BEGINS WITH 3] CFV_FID.  

 

Farmer ID  

 

 

Old 

No 

Question number  

Responses  Instructions (skips and 

instruction to 

enumerators) 

 

 

 

COCOA FARM VISIT 

 

 Instructions. 

 

FOR FARMS GREATER THAN 1.5 ha (2), (3), OR (4) @PM2, PROGRAM IS CREATED FOR INTERVIEWERS 

COLLECTING DATA FROM OBSERVATIONS IN THE FOLLOWING SIX ROUNDS. THIS WILL INCLUDE 

THE REPETITION OF SECTIONS A-G IN THE FOLLOWING WAY: 

 

1. SECTIONS 1-4 

2. SECTION 1 

3. SECTIONS 1-4 

4. SECTION 1 

5. SECTIONS 1-4 

6. SECTION H 

 

VARIABLES IN OUTPUT FILE SHOULD BE LABELLED USING ROUND, SECTION, THEN Q- 

NUMBER, E.G. 2D3, WHERE “2” = ROUND 2, “D” = SECTION D, AND “3” = QUESTION NUMBER 

3] 

 

 

[FOR FARMS 1.5 ha OR LESS (1) @PM2, PROGRAM IS CREATED FOR INTERVIEWERS 

COLLECTING DATA FROM OBSERVATIONS IN THE FOLLOWING FOUR ROUNDS. THIS WILL 

INCLUDE THE REPETITION OF SECTIONS A-G IN THE FOLLOWING WAY: 

 

1. SECTIONS 1-4 
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2. SECTIONS 1-4 

3. SECTIONS 1-4 

4. SECTION H 

 

VARIABLES IN OUTPUT FILE SHOULD BE LABELLED USING ROUND, SECTION, THEN Q- 

NUMBER, E.G. 2D3, WHERE “2” = ROUND 2, “D” = SECTION D, AND “3” = QUESTION NUMBER 

3] 

 

S1 
Has your farm ever been 

mapped? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

 

If 2 >>>PM1 

S2 Who mapped your farm? 

1. No one (estimate) 

2. Some other 

professional/surveyor 

3. MGP Representative 

4. Other (specify) 

5. Refused to answer 

6. Don’t know 

 

Interviewer record answer.  

S3 Do you have a copy of the map? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

 

Interviewer probe to 

establish if respondent has 

a copy  

S4 

Do you agree to allow the World 

Cocoa Foundation to see the 

map of your farm? 

INTERVIEWER: please explain as 

necessary that the map will be 

used for internal research 

purposes only and will not be 

connected to the farmer in any 

way. No other personal 

information about the farmer will 

be shared 

 

INTERVIEWER: FOR EACH 

OBSERVATION DURING YOUR 

VISIT, YOU WILL BE MAKING 

YOUR BEST JUDGEMENT 

PLEASE USE THE INTERVIEWER 

MANUAL FOR INSTRUCTIONS 

ON HOW TO MAKE THE 

1. Yes 

2. No 

Please explain as 

necessary that the map 

will be used for internal 

research purposes only 

and will not be connected 

to the farmer in any way. 

No other personal 

information about the 

farmer will be shared. 
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OBSERVATIONS IN EACH 

SECTION. 

S5 

Do you consent to having World 

Cocoa Foundation obtain the 

maps from the company that 

mapped them? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

 

 

Please explain as 

necessary that the map 

will be used for internal 

research purposes only 

and will not be connected 

to the farmer in any way. 

No other personal 

information about the 

farmer will be shared. 

 

 

 

 

 

COCOA FARM PERIMETER MAPPING 

 

PM1 Enter number of hectares (HA)  

 ________________HECTARES 

 

 

99. N/A 

ASK ALL 

ENSURE THAT THE 

GLO DATA/MAP IS 

SAVED TO THE 

DEVICE USING THE 

FARMER ID# 

NUMBER FOR 

IDENTIFICATION. 

PM2 
Interviewer: Indicate field 

capacity 

1. 1.5 ha OR LESS [AUTOSELECT: 

IF PM2=1HA OR LESS] 

2. GREATER THAN 1.5 HA, BUT 

LESS THAN 3HA [AUTOSELECT: 

IF PM2= GREATER THAN 1HA, 

BUT LESS THAN 3HA] 

3. BETWEEN 3HA AND 10HA 

[AUTOSELECT: IF PM2=3-10HA] 

4. LARGER THAN 10HA 

[AUTOSELECT: IF 

PM2=GREATER THAN 10HA] 

ASK ALL, AUTOSELECT 

FROM NUMERIC 

ANSWER AT PM2 [IF 

25HA OR LESS=1, IF 

GREATER THAN 25HA =2] 

AND HAVE INTERVIEWER 

CONFIRM (IF N/A AT 

PM2, DO NOT 

AUTOSELECT, SINGLE 

CODE 

 

INSTRUCTIONS 
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[IF SELECT 1.5 ha OR LESS (1) @PM2, SHOW SCREEN] 

YOU WILL BE DRAWING 3 OBSERVATION CIRCLES AND WILL CONDUCT FULL OBSERVATIONS IN 

EACH CIRCLE 

 

[IF SELECT GREATER THAN 1.5 ha (2), (3), OR (4) @PM2, SHOW SCREEN] 

YOU WILL BE DRAWING 5 OBSERVATIONS CIRCLES AND WILL CONDUCT FULL OBSERVATIONS IN 

CIRCLES 1, 3, AND 5. YOU WILL ONLY CONDUCT SHADE TREE OBSERVATIONS IN 2 AND 4 

 

[SHOW FOR ALL BEFORE EVERY OBSERVATION, SURVEY TO GENERATE DIFFERENT RANDOM 

NUMBERS – ONE BEFORE EACH CIRCLE: 

 

• FOR FIELDS LESS THAN 1.5 ha (1) GENERATE RANDOM NUMBER BETWEEN 30- 50 

• FOR FIELDS BETWEEN 1.5 ha AND 3 ha (2), GENERATE A RANDOM NUMBER BETWEEN 40 

AND 60 

• FOR FIELDS BETWEEN 3 ha AND 10 ha (3) GENERATE A RANDOM NUMBER BETWEEN 45 AND 

75 

• FOR FIELDS LARGER THAN 10 ha (4) GENERATE A RANDOM NUMBER BETWEEN 60 AND 105] 

 

PM4. INTERVIEWER USE RANDOM NUMBER TO COUNT STEPS AND MAP/PLOT OBSERVATION 

CIRCLES: 

[FOR FARMS 1.5HA OR LESS (1) @ PM2 THERE WILL ONLY BE THREE OBSERVATIONS] [FOR FARMS 

GREATER THAN 1.5HA (2), (3), AND (4) @PM2, THERE WILL BE 5 OBSERVATIONS] 

 

[FIRST OBSERVATION] THE NUMBER OF STEPS YOU WILL USE TO LOCATE THE FIRST CIRCLE IS 25 

 

[SECOND OBSERVATION] THE NUMBER OF STEPS YOU WILL USE TO LOCATE THE SECOND CIRCLE 

IS [GENERATED RANDOM NUMBER 2] 

 

[THIRD OBSERVATION] THE NUMBER OF STEPS YOU WILL USE TO LOCATE THE THIRD CIRCLE IS 

[GENERATED RANDOM NUMBER 3] 

 

[FOURTH OBSERVATION] THE NUMBER OF STEPS YOU WILL USE TO LOCATE THE FOURTH CIRCLE IS 

[GENERATED RANDOM NUMBER 4] 

 

[FIFTH OBSERVATION] THE NUMBER OF STEPS YOU WILL USE TO LOCATE THE FIFTH CIRCLE IS 

[GENERATED RANDOM NUMBER 5] 

 

 

[FIRST OBSERVATION] TO SET UP FIRST OBSERVATION CIRCLE: START AT THE ENTRANCE OF THE 

FARM OR THE MOST CONVENIENT LOCATION TO CONDUCT YOUR TRANSECT WALK. THEN, PLEASE 

WALK 25 STEPS INTO THE FARM. THIS POINT IS THE CENTER OF THE FIRST OBSERVATION CIRCLE. 
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INTERVIEWER: PLEASE USE YOUR BEST JUDGEMENT WHEN CHOOSING THE DIRECTION, YOU WALK 

TO SET UP THE CIRCLE – THIS SHOULD BE IN A DIRECTION THAT WILL TAKE YOU ACROSS THE FARM 

AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE. 

 

[SECOND OBSERVATION] TO SET UP THE SECOND OBSERVATION CIRCLE, START AT THE CENTER OF 

THE FIRST CIRCLE. THEN, PLEASE WALK [GENERATED RANDOM NUMBER 2] STEPS INTO THE FARM. 

PLEASE NOTE: AS A GENERAL RULE, TRY TO USE THE SAME DIRECTION YOU WALKED TO SET UP 

CIRCLE ONE (IN A DIRECTION THAT SENDS YOU ACROSS THE FARM). HOWEVER, YOU MAY ADJUST 

THE DIRECTION YOU WILL WALK TO SET UP THE CIRCLE BASED ON THE FARM SHAPE – PLEASE USE 

YOUR BEST JUDGEMENT. THIS POINT IS THE CENTER OF THE SECOND OBSERVATION CIRCLE. 

 

[THIRD OBSERVATION] TO SET UP THE THIRD OBSERVATION CIRCLE, START AT THE CENTER OF THE 

SECOND CIRCLE. THEN, PLEASE WALK [GENERATED RANDOM NUMBER 3] STEPS INTO THE FARM. 

PLEASE NOTE: AS A GENERAL RULE, TRY TO USE THE SAME DIRECTION YOU WALKED TO SET UP 

CIRCLE ONE (IN A DIRECTION THAT SENDS YOU ACROSS THE FARM). HOWEVER, YOU MAY ADJUST 

THE DIRECTION YOU WILL WALK TO SET UP THE CIRCLE BASED ON THE FARM SHAPE – PLEASE USE 

YOUR BEST JUDGEMENT. THIS POINT IS THE CENTER OF THE THIRD OBSERVATION CIRCLE. 

 

[FOURTH OBSERVATION] TO SET UP THE FOURTH OBSERVATION CIRCLE, START AT THE CENTER OF 

THE THIRD CIRCLE. THEN, PLEASE WALK [GENERATED RANDOM NUMBER 4] STEPS INTO THE FARM. 

PLEASE NOTE: AS A GENERAL RULE, TRY TO USE THE SAME DIRECTION YOU WALKED TO SET UP 

CIRCLE ONE (IN A DIRECTION THAT SENDS YOU ACROSS THE FARM). HOWEVER, YOU MAY ADJUST 

THE DIRECTION YOU WILL WALK TO SET UP THE CIRCLE BASED ON THE FARM SHAPE – PLEASE USE 

YOUR BEST JUDGEMENT. THIS POINT IS THE CENTER OF THE FOURTH OBSERVATION CIRCLE. 

 

[FIFTH OBSERVATION] TO SET UP THE FIFTH OBSERVATION CIRCLE, START AT THE CENTER OF THE 

FOURTH CIRCLE. THEN, PLEASE WALK [GENERATED RANDOM NUMBER 5] STEPS INTO THE FARM. 

PLEASE NOTE: AS A GENERAL RULE, TRY TO USE THE SAME DIRECTION YOU WALKED TO SET UP 

CIRCLE ONE (IN A DIRECTION THAT SENDS YOU ACROSS THE FARM). HOWEVER, YOU MAY ADJUST 

THE DIRECTION YOU WILL WALK TO SET UP THE CIRCLE BASED ON THE FARM SHAPE – PLEASE USE 

YOUR BEST JUDGEMENT. THIS POINT IS THE CENTER OF THE FIFTH OBSERVATION CIRCLE. 

 

[ALL OBSERVATIONS] MEASURE 10 METERS IN EACH DIRECTION (NORTH, SOUTH, EAST, WEST) TO 

PLACE FLAGS AND MARK OFF THE CIRCLE (PLEASE SEE MANUAL FOR DETAILED INSTRUCTIONS). 

 

SECTION 1 – SHADE TREE DENSITY 

 

 

INTERVIEWER: TOOLS REQUIRED: SELF-MADE CLINOMETER, DIAMETER ROPE, MEASURING 

POLE 

 

DIVIDE THE CIRCLE INTO THE NORTH-EAST, EAST-SOUTH, SOUTH-WEST AND WEST- NORTH 

QUADRANT AND DETERMINE THE ONE SHADE TREE THAT IS CLOSEST TO THE CENTER OF THE 
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CIRCLE IN EACH QUADRANT. THE SHADE TREE MAY BE UP TO 50 METERS AWAY FROM THE CENTER 

OF THE CIRCLE (40 METERS OUTSIDE OF THE CIRCLE EDGE), BUT NO MORE. IF THERE IS A SHADE 

TREE IN THE ABSOLUTE CENTER OF THE CIRCLE, INCLUDE THIS TREE WHICHEVER QUANDRANT IT 

IS CLOSEST TO. IF IT IS PERFECTLY IN THE CENTER, PLEASE ONLY INCLUDE IT IN ONE QUADRANT. 

 

IF YOU ARE WITHIN 50 METERS OF THE EDGE OF THE FARM: 

FOR ANY CIRCLE QUADRANTS WHERE THE 50 METER OBSERVATION WOULD GO OUTSIDE OF THE 

FARM – 

 

IF A YOU HIT THE FARM EDGE WITHIN 50 METERS FROM THE CENTER OF THE CIRCLE BUT THERE IS 

A SHADE TREE IN THE QUADRANT ON THE FARMER’S FARM, PLEASE SELECT THIS TREE AND ENTER 

THE NUMBER OF PACES TO THE TREE. IF YOU HIT THE FARM EDGE WITHIN 50 METERS FROM THE 

CENTER OF THE CIRCLE AND THERE IS NO SHADE TREE WITHIN THE QUADRANT, PLEASE SELECT 

OPTION 3. 

 

TO IDENTIFY A SHADE TREE, REMEMBER: 

• DBH MUST BE >=15CM 

• HEIGHT MUST BE >=12M 

• TREE MUST BE ALIVE 

• TREE MUST NOT BE RINGED 

• TREE MUST NOT BE OIL PALM, COCONUT, OR ANY OTHER TYPE OF FOOD CROP 

 

A1 

Record the distance of the 

selected shade tree in the N-E 

quadrant from the center of the 

circle in paces. If there is no shade 

tree in the area and you are more 

than 50 meters away from the 

edge of the farm in this quadrant, 

select “no shade tree within full 50 

meters from center of circle”. If 

there is no shade tree in the area 

and you are closer than 50 meters 

to the edge of the farm in this 

quadrant, select “no shade tree – 

hit farm boundary within 50 

meters from center of circle” 

___________PACES  

 

1. NO SHADE TREE WITHIN 

FULL 50 METERS FROM 

CENTER OF CIRCLE 

2. NO SHADE TREE – HIT 

FARM BOUNDARY WITHIN 

50 METERS FROM CENTER 

OF CIRCLE 

Please estimate this 

distance using your paces.  

 

PLEASE TAKE WIDE STEPS 

SO THAT ONE PACE IS 

APPROXIMATELY EQUAL 

TO ONE METER. 

A2 

The diameter at breast height 

(dbh) of the selected shade tree in 

the N-E quadrant IS: 

1. 15-50 cm 

2. > 50 cm 
 

A3 
Record the distance of the 

selected shade tree in the E-S 

___________PACES  

 

INTERVIEWER: please 

estimate this distance 
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quadrant from the center of the 

circle in paces. If there is no shade 

tree in the area and you are more 

than 50 meters away from the 

edge of the farm in this quadrant, 

select “no shade tree within full 50 

meters from center of circle. If 

there is no shade tree in the area 

and you are closer than 50 meters 

to the edge of the farm in this 

quadrant, select “no shade tree – 

hit farm boundary within 50 

meters from center of circle” 

2. NO SHADE TREE WITHIN 

FULL 50 METERS FROM 

CENTER OF CIRCLE 

3. NO SHADE TREE – HIT 

FARM BOUNDARY WITHIN 

50 METERS FROM CENTER 

OF CIRCLE 

using your paces. PLEASE 

TAKE WIDE STEPS SO 

THAT ONE PACE IS 

APPROXIMATELY EQUAL 

TO ONE METER. 

 

A4 

The diameter at breast height 

(dbh) of the selected shade tree 

in the E-S quadrant IS: 

1. 15-50 cm 

2. > 50 cm 

ASK IF GIVE NUMERIC 

ANSWER AT A3, SINGLE 

CODE 

A5 

Record the distance of the 

selected shade tree in the S-W 

quadrant from the center of the 

circle in paces. If there is no shade 

tree in the area and you are more 

than 50 meters away from the 

edge of the farm in this quadrant, 

select “no shade tree within full 50 

meters from center of circle. If 

there is no shade tree in the area 

and you are closer than 50 meters 

to the edge of the farm in this 

quadrant, select “no shade tree – 

hit farm boundary within 50 

meters from center of circle” 

       ___________PACES  

 

2. NO SHADE TREE WITHIN 

FULL 50 METERS FROM 

CENTER OF CIRCLE 

3. NO SHADE TREE – HIT 

FARM BOUNDARY WITHIN 

50 METERS FROM CENTER 

OF CIRCLE 

please estimate this 

distance using your paces. 

PLEASE TAKE WIDE STEPS 

SO THAT ONE PACE IS 

APPROXIMATELY EQUAL 

TO ONE METER 

A6 

The diameter at breast height 

(dbh) of the selected shade tree 

in the S-W quadrant IS: 

1. 15-50 cm 

2. > 50 cm 
 

A7 

Record the distance of the 

selected shade tree in the W-N 

quadrant from the center of the 

circle in paces. If there is no shade 

tree in the area and you are more 

than 50 meters away from the 

edge of the farm in this quadrant, 

select “no shade tree within full 50 

       ___________PACES  

 

2. NO SHADE TREE WITHIN 

FULL 50 METERS FROM 

CENTER OF CIRCLE 

3. NO SHADE TREE – HIT 

FARM BOUNDARY WITHIN 

50 METERS FROM CENTER 

Please estimate this 

distance using your paces. 

PLEASE TAKE WIDE STEPS 

SO THAT ONE PACE IS 

APPROXIMATELY EQUAL 

TO ONE METER. 
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meters from center of circle. If 

there is no shade tree in the area 

and you are closer than 50 meters 

to the edge of the farm in this 

quadrant, select “no shade tree – 

hit farm boundary within 50 

meters from center of circle” 

OF CIRCLE 

A8 

The diameter at breast height 

(dbh) of the selected shade tree 

in the W-N quadrant IS: 

1. 15-50 cm 

2. > 50 cm 

ASK IF GIVE NUMERIC 

ANSWER AT A7, SINGLE 

CODE 

 

SECTION 2 – WHOLE CIRCLE OBSERVATIONS 

 

[INCLUDE FOR CIRCLES 1,3, and 5] 

 

TERVIEWER: TOOLS REQUIRED: NONE 

G1. 

In general, in the circle, what 

statement about weeds is most 

accurate? 

1. There are many weeds covering 

the ground between cocoa 

trees 

2. There are some weeds covering 

the ground between cocoa 

trees but most of the ground is 

not 

covered 

3. The ground is clear of weeds 

4. None of these 

888. Don’t know DO NOT READ 

889. Refused DO NOT READ 

ASK ALL 

G3 
Is there ground cover present on 

the ground? 

1. Yes 

2. No 
ASK ALL 

D1 
Are there any cut branches (dry 

or fresh) lying on the ground? 

1. Yes 

2. No 
ASK ALL 
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N1 

Observe the status of harvest 

management at this observation 

circle. Consider the entirety of 

harvest management criteria and, 

using your knowledge from 

training, evaluate the evidence of 

all harvest management practices 

combined. Please select one of 

the following options for harvest 

management: 

1. No evidence 

2. Evidence but insufficient 

3. Evidence and sufficient 

4. Don’t Know/Not able to 

indicate 

5. Not necessary 

ASK ALL, SINGLE 

RESPONSE 

N2 

Observe the status of soil health 

management at this observation 

circle. Consider the entirety of 

soil health management criteria 

and, using your knowledge from 

training, evaluate the evidence of 

all soil health management 

practices combined. Please select 

one of the following options for 

soil health management: 

1. No evidence 

2. Evidence but insufficient 

3. Evidence and sufficient 

4. Don’t Know/Not able to 

indicate 

5. Not necessary 

ASK ALL, SINGLE 

RESPONSE 

 

SECTION 3 – COCOA TREE DENSITY 

 

INTERVIEWER: TOOLS REQUIRED: MEASURING POLE (TO JUDGE HEIGHT OF TREE) 

 

 

INTERVIEWER, IN THIS SECTION YOU WILL BE COUNTING ALL OF THE MATURE COCOA TREES IN 

THE ENTIRE CIRCLE, FOLLOWED BY THE YOUNG COCOA TREES. PLEASE START YOUR MATURE 

COCOA COUNT IN THE NE QUADRANT OF THE CIRCLE AND ENTER THE NUMBER. THEN, 

CONTINUE COUNTING THE TOTAL NUMBER OF MATURE TREES IN THE FULL CIRCLE AND ENTER 

THE NUMBER. 

B1 

Count all mature cocoa trees in 

NE quadrant of the circle. This 

includes cocoa trees that fall on 

the edge of the circle in the NE 

quadrant. 

Number of mature cocoa 

trees___________ 
 

B2 

Count all mature cocoa trees in 

the complete circle. This includes 

the trees you counted for the NE 

quadrant, and the cocoa trees 

that fall on the edge of the circle. 

INTERVIEWER, PLEASE BE SURE 

TO INCLUDE ALL TREES IN THE 

CIRCLE – INCLUDING THE TREES 

Number of mature cocoa 

trees___________ 

PLEASE BE SURE TO 

INCLUDE ALL TREES IN 

THE CIRCLE – INCLUDING 

THE TREES YOU 

COUNTED IN THE NE 

QUADRANT AND 

ENTERED AT B1 
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YOU COUNTED IN THE NE 

QUADRANT AND ENTERED AT B1 

B2 
SECTION4 – MATURE COCOA OBSERVATIONS 

 

 

[IF B1=>1, ASK ALL QUESTIONS C1-E3 FOR TREE 1, THEN REPEAT FOR TREE 2, THEN 

REPEAT FOR TREE 3…ETC. FOR ALL TREES @B1=>1, IF B1=0,SKIP TO SECTION H] 

 

INTERVIEWER: IN EACH OBSERVATION CIRCLE, COMPLETE C1-E3 FOR EACH MATURE COCOA TREE 

AT B2 BEFORE MOVING ON TO THE NEXT TREE. 

C1 
What is the height of the first 

node? 

1. < 1 m 

2. 1 m – 1.5 m 

3. >1.5 m 

 

ASK FOR EACH TREE 

WHERE B1=>1 

 

TOOLS REQUIRED: 

MEASURING POLE 

C2 What is the height of the tree? 

1. < 3.75 m 

2. 3.75 m – 4.5 m 

3. >4.5 m 

ASK FOR EACH TREE 

WHERE B1=>1 

 

TOOLS REQUIRED: 

MEASURING POLE 

 

C3 
How many branches does the 

first node branch into? 

1. < 5 branches 

2. 5-6 branches 

3. > 6 branches 

ASK FOR EACH TREE 

WHERE B1=>1 

D2 Does the tree have chupons? 
1. Yes 

2. No 

ASK FOR EACH TREE 

WHERE B1=>1 

D3 
Does the tree have drooping 

branches? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

ASK FOR EACH TREE 

WHERE B1=>1 

D4 
Does the tree have dead 

branches? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

ASK FOR EACH TREE 

WHERE B1=>1 

D5 Does the tree have mistletoe? 
1. Yes 

2. No 

ASK FOR EACH TREE 

WHERE B1=>1 

E2 
Does the tree have mirid damage 

on at least 3 pods or leaves? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

 

ASK FOR EACH TREE 

WHERE B1=>1 

E3 

Does the tree have at least 3 

black pods on the tree or on the 

forest floor? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

 

 

 

AT END OF TREE OBSERVATION, IF THERE IS ANOTHER TREE TO OBSERVE, INSERT 

TEXT “PLEASE GO TO TREE [INSERT TREE NUMBER HERE]” 
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AT END OF TREE OBSERVATION, IF THERE IS NOT ANOTHER TREE TO OBSERVE. OR (FOR CIRCLES 2 

AND 4) AT END OF SHADE TREE OBSERVATION, INSERT TEXT “OBSERVATIONS COMPLETE FOR THIS 

CIRCLE” 

 

 

SECTION I – WHOLE FARM OBSERVATIONS 

 
TOOLS: NONE 

ASK ALL FARMERS 

I1 
Was this farm rehabilitated 

during the last 5 years? 

1. Yes 

2. No 
ASK ALL FARMERS: 

I2 

How much planting material was 

received during the last calendar 

year for rehabilitation across all 

farms? 

Amount of planting material 

received during the last calendar 

year____________________ 

 

I3 

How much improved planting 

materials did you use on this 

farm for rehabilitation during the 

last year? 

Amount of planting material 

received during the last calendar 

year____________________ 

ASK IF I1=1 AND I2>0 

I4 

Ask the farmer to take you to (one 

of) the area(s) of replanting or 

rehabilitation and evaluate if 

there is any evidence present of 

replanting or rehabilitation. 

Please select one of the following 

options: 

1. Farmer was able to present on-

farm evidence of replanting or 

rehabilitation 

2. Farmer was NOT able to 

present on-farm evidence of 

replanting or rehabilitation 

3. Don’t know/Not able to 

indicate 

ASK IF I3>0 

 

If 1>>>15 

15 

For the replanted or rehabilitated 

areas(s) you visited, evaluate if 

rehabilitation or replanting was 

accomplished according to best 

practices. Please select one of the 

following options: 

1. Replanting or rehabilitation 

was accomplished according to 

best practices 

2. Replanting or rehabilitation 

was NOT accomplished 

according to best practices 

3. Don’t know/Not able to 

indicate 

 

I6 

For the farm as a whole, observe 

the status of soil erosion 

protection. Consider the entirety 

of soil erosion protection criteria 

and, using your knowledge from 

training, evaluate the evidence of 

all soil erosion protection 

practices combined. Please select 

1. NO evidence 

2. Evidence but insufficient 

3. Evidence and sufficient 

4. Don’t Know/Not able to 

indicate 

5. Not necessary 

ASK ALL 



 

Page 82 of 162 

one of the following options for 

harvest disease management: 

I7 

Are you currently implementing 

new measures of soil erosion 

protection? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

ASK ALL 

 

If 1 >>>I8 

I8 

Ask the farmer to take you to (one 

of) the site(s) where the new soil 

erosion protection measures are 

implemented and evaluate if 

there is any evidence present of 

these measures. Please select one 

of the following options: 

1. Farmer was able to present on-

farm evidence of soil erosion 

protection 

2. Farmer was NOT able to 

present on-farm evidence of 

soil erosion protection 

3. Don’t know/Not able to 

indicate 

ASK IF I7=1 

I9 

For the farm as a whole, observe 

the status of soil nutrient 

replenishment. Consider the 

entirety of soil nutrient 

replenishment criteria and, using 

your knowledge from training, 

evaluate the evidence of all soil 

nutrient replenishment practices 

combined. Please select one of 

the following options for soil 

nutrient replenishment: 

1. NO evidence 

2. Evidence but insufficient 

3. Evidence and sufficient 

4. Don’t Know/Not able to 

indicate 

5. Not necessary 

ASK ALL 
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c. Food Crops Farm Visit questionnaire 

 

Administrative Information 

 

Questionnaire number 
 

Interview date     DD            MM                  YY 

Time of interview: 

(24-hour clock) 

Start           HH     MM      Stop      HH     MM 
  

Name of interviewer:  

GPS Coordinates  

MGP  

Administrative district  

Cocoa District  

Community   

Cooperative Name  

Number of visits (max. of 3) 

Reason for call back 
Number of visits 

1 2 3 

Refused to be interviewed  1 1 

Target respondent not at home  2 2 

No one in the household  3 3 

Respondent not able to be interviewed due to medical 

reasons (very sick, dumb, etc.)  

 4 4 

No adult member in the household  5 5 

Language barrier   6 6 

Did not participate in the previous wave(s) of program  7 7 

Other (specify)  98 98 

Not applicable   99 99 

Outcome of final visit Successful Incomplete Replaced 

 

Data quality control checks on the interview 

Type of QC check QC check by  

1. Edited  

2. Reviewed  

3. Accompanied  

4. Back checked  

5. Called back 

13. Interviewer 

14. Team leader 

15. Team supervisor 

16. Field coordinator 

17. Project manager 

18. Data processing personnel 
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[ IF GHANA, FARMER ID BEGINS WITH 1, IF NIGERIA, FARMER ID BEGINS WITH 2, IF CDI, 

FARMER ID BEGINS WITH 3] .  

 

Farmer ID  

 

 Question number  

Responses  Instructions (skips 

and instruction to 

enumerators) 

 

 

 

FOOD CROP FARM VISIT 

 

 

 

SECTION K – SCREENER/CONFIRMATION 

 

K1 

Interviewer, observe the 

food crops grown on the 

ground 

1. Cassava 

2. Plantain 

Both Cassava and Plantain 

If 1>>>Section L and 

ask for cassava 

If 2>>>Section L and 

ask for plantain 

If 3>>>K2.1 

K2 Which is grown more? 

1. Cassava 

2. Plantain 

 

If 1>>>Section L and 

ask for cassava 

If 2>>>Section L and 

ask for plantain 

 

 

SECTION L – GENERAL INFORMATION ON FOOD CROP PRACTICES 
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L1 

What date was the [if K1=1 

or K2=1 then “CASSAVA”, if 

K1=2 OR K2=2 then 

“PLANTAIN”,”] planted? 

[INSERT if K1=1 

or K2=1 then 

“CASSAVA”, if 

K1=2 OR K2=2 

then “PLANTAIN”, 

was planted   

DATE: 

MM/YYYY 
[ASK ALL, NUMERIC-

DATE, DO NOT 

FORCE RESPONSE] 

INTERVIEWER, IF 

FARMER IS UNABLE 

TO ANSWER WHEN 

THEY PLANTED, 

LEAVE DATE BLANK 

L2 

How many different varieties 

of [if K1=1 or K2=1 then 

“CASSAVA”, if K1=2 OR 

K2=2 then “PLANTAIN”], do 

you have on this farm?  

 

 

Number of varieties of 

[if K1=1 or K2=1 then 

“CASSAVA”, if K1=2 OR 

K2=2 then 

“PLANTAIN”,]  

[NUMERIC]  

ASK ALL 

L3.1 

What type/variety of [if 

K1=1 or K2=1 then 

“CASSAVA”, if K1=2 OR 

K2=2 then  

“PLANTAIN”, if” ] did you 

plant last season? 

INTERVIEWER DO NOT 

PROMPT  

  

[SHOW WHERE “CASSAVA 

(1) @ K1 OR K2], 

MULTICODE] 

Oko Iyawo [NIGERIA ONLY] 1 

Agric [NIGERIA ONLY] 2 

Aboyade [NIGERIA ONLY] 3 

White [NIGERIA ONLY] 4 

Hybrid [NIGERIA ONLY] 5 

7 Months [NIGERIA ONLY] 6 

IITA [NIGERIA ONLY] 7 

Red Cassava [NIGERIA ONLY] 8 

Idileru [NIGERIA ONLY] 9 

Pupa [NIGERIA ONLY] 10 

Texaco [NIGERIA ONLY] 11 

TME419 (Armajaro) [NIGERIA 

ONLY] 

12 

TMS3072 (Armajaro) [NIGERIA 

ONLY] 

13 

TMS3572 (Armajaro) [NIGERIA 

ONLY] 

14 

Abasafitaa [GHANA ONLY] 15 

Broni Bankye [GHANA ONLY] 16 

Bankye Hemaa [GHANA 

ONLY] 

17 

6 Months [GHANA ONLY] 18 

[ASK ALL (SEE 

SPECIFIC ANSWER 

OPTION 

PROGRAMMING 

BELOW, 

MULTICODE/OPEN 

END,]  

[USE NUMBER 

ENTERED AT L2 AS 

UPPER LIMIT] 
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Ampong [GHANA ONLY] 19 

6 mois [CDI ONLY] 20 

Bonoua [CDI ONLY] 21 

Yace [CDI ONLY] 22 

Manioc Blanc [CDI ONLY] 23 

Manioc Rouge [CDI ONLY] 24 

TMS4 [CDI ONLY]  25 

CNRA [CDI ONLY]  26 

Yavo [CDI ONLY] 27 

Other [SPECIFY]  [OPEN 

END]  

Don’t know DO NOT READ  888 

Refused DO NOT READ  999 
 

L3.2 
[SHOW WHERE “PLANTAIN” 

(2) @ K1 OR K2, MULTICODE] 

Apem [GHANA ONLY] 21 

Apantu [GHANA 

ONLY] 

22 

Oniaba [GHANA 

ONLY] 

23 

Apem Hemaa [GHANA 

ONLY] 

24 

Essamienu [GHANA 

ONLY] 

25 

Pitha3 [CDI ONLY] 26 

Fiat [CDI ONLY] 27 

Afoot [CDI ONLY] 28 

Agninin [CDI ONLY] 29 

Kpatraigno [CDI ONLY] 30 

Melekia [CDI ONLY] 31 

Assagnon [CDI ONLY] 32 

Other [SPECIFY]  [OPEN END]  

Don’t know DO NOT 

READ  

888 

Refused DO NOT 

READ  

999 

1.  

[ASK ALL (SEE 

SPECIFIC ANSWER 

OPTION 

PROGRAMMING 

BELOW, 

MULTICODE/OPEN 

END,]  

[USE NUMBER 

ENTERED AT L2 AS 

UPPER LIMIT] 

L4 
What other food crops are 

grown on this farm?  

No other food crops are 

grown on this farm 

[EXCLUSIVE]  

1  

Cassava [DO NOT ASK WHERE 

“CASSAVA (1) @ K1 OR K2]  

2  

[ASK ALL, MULTI 

CODE]  
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Plantain [DO NOT ASK WHERE 

“PLANTAIN” (2) @ K1 OR K2]  

3  

Cocoyam  4  

Tomatoes  5  

Cabbage  6  

Maize  7  

Other [SPECIFY]  8  2.  

L5 
What type of farm system is 

this plot?  

Monocrop – it is the only 

crop grown on farm  

[IF ENTERED 2-8 @L3, 

PROMPT AND CONFIRM]  

1  

Intercrop – there are multiple 

crops but only 1 dominant 

crop on the farm  

2  

Mixed crop - multiple crops 

are grown together  

3  

Mixed Farm - farm is also 

used for livestock/poultry  

4  

Intercropping with cocoa 

trees  

5  

Other [SPECIFY]  6  

    1.  

[ASK ALL, SINGLE 

CODE] 

INTERVIEWER: IF AT 

L3, FARMER SAID 

THEY GROW 

ANOTHER FOOD 

CROP, THEY 

SHOULD NOT  

SAY MONOCROP 

HERE. IF THEY DO, 

PLEASE MAKE SURE 

THEY ARE 

RESPONDING 

CORRECTLY TO L3  

 

L6 

Do you have access to a 

regular water source or do 

you solely rely on rainwater? 

Use ground water  1  

Use a water pump and 

surface water  

2  

Use water from rivers 

and reservoirs  

3  

Rely solely on rainwater  4  

Other [SPECIFY]  5  2.  

[ASK ALL, MULTI 

CODE]  

 

 

SECTION M – OBSERVATIONS OF GOOD AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES (GAPS) FOR SELECTED FOOD 

CROP 

 

M1 

Can you see the entire 

perimeter of the farm from 

where you are standing? That 

is, are you able to observe 

(from where you are 

1. Yes    

2. No   

[ASK ALL, SINGLE 

CODE] 

INTERVIEWER, IF IT 

IS DIFFICULT TO 
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standing) all of the trees on 

the food crop farm? ” 

DETERMINE THIS, 

SELECT “NO” 

 

Instructions:  

1. If YES (1) @M1: Ask QUESTIONS M2-M13 ONLY ONCE 

2. [IF YES (1) @M1] INTERVIEWER] WALK TO THE CENTER OF THE FARM AND ANSWER 

THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS AT THAT POINT  

3. If NO (2) @ M1: COLLECT DATA FROM OBSERVATIONS IN THREE ROUNDS. THIS WILL 

INCLUDE THE REPETITION OF QUESTIONS M2-M13 THREE TIMES. VARIABLES IN 

OUTPUT FILE SHOULD BE LABELLED USING THE ROUND, THE SECTION, THEN Q-

NUMBER, E.G. 2M3, WHERE “2” = ROUND, M=SECTION, AND “3” = QUESTION 

NUMBER 3 

4. [IF NO(2) @M1] INTERVIEWER: COMMENCE THE WALK AS DESCRIBED IN THE 

MANUAL. ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS AT OBSERVATION POINT 1, 2, AND 

3. THE THIRD OBSERVATION POINT IS THE CENTER. 

M2 

LOOK AT THE BASE OF THE 

PLANTS AND HOW THEY 

HAVE BEEN PLANTED IN 

RELATIONSHIP TO THE 

OTHER PLANTS AROUND 

THEM AND HOW THEY ARE 

ALIGNED WITH EACH 

OTHER. WHERE YOU 

CANNOT DETERMINE THIS, 

PLEASE SPECIFY A REASON 

FOR THIS. Are most (6 or 

more out of 10) of the plants 

growing in a row?  

 

 1.    Yes    

2. No  

9. Cannot determine [SPECIFY 

REASON]  

[ASK ALL, SINGLE 

CODE] 

M3 

LOOK AT THE SPACE 

BETWEEN WHERE PLANTS 

HAVE BEEN PLANTED AND 

DETERMINE HOW FAR A 

PART THEY ARE GROWING 

FROM EACH OTHER. WHERE 

YOU CANNOT DETERMINE 

1. Less than 12 inches (less than .3 

meters)    

2. More than 1 foot but less than 2 

feet (more than .3 but less than .5 

meters)    

3. More than 2 but less than 6 feet 

(more than .5 but less than 2 

meters)    

[ASK ALL, SINGLE 

CODE] 
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THIS, PLEASE SPECIFY A 

REASON FOR THIS.  

 On average, how far apart 

are they growing from each 

other?  

4. More than 6 but less than 9 feet 

(more than 2 but less than 3 

meters)    

5. More than 9 feet (more than 3 

meters)    

777.  Other [SPECIFY]    

888.  Don’t know    

999.  Refused to answer  

M4 

FOR FARMS THAT ARE ALSO 

GROWING YOUNG COCOA, 

LOOK AT THE SPACE 

BETWEEN THE FOOD  

CROP AND THE YOUNG 

COCOA TREES AND 

DETERMINE HOW FAR 

APART THE YOUNG TREES 

ARE GROWING FROM EACH 

OTHER. WHERE YOU 

CANNOT DETERMINE THIS, 

PLEASE SPECIFY A REASON 

FOR THIS.  

 How far apart are the young 

trees growing from each 

other?  

1. Less than 12 inches (less than .3 

meters)    

2. More than 1 foot but less than 2 

feet (more than .3 but less than .5 

meters)    

3. More than 2 but less than 6 feet 

(more than .5 but less than 2 

meters)    

4. More than 6 but less than 9 feet 

(more than 2 but less than 3 

meters)    

5. More than 9 feet (more than 3 

meters)    

777.  Other [SPECIFY]    

888.  Don’t know    

999.  Refused to answer  

 

[ASK IF “INTERCROP 

WITH COCOA TREES” 

(5) @L5, SINGLE 

CODE] 

M5 

Do most (6 or more out of 10) 

of the [if K1=1 or K2=1 then 

“CASSAVA”, if K1=2 OR K2=2 

then “PLANTAIN”] leaves 

look healthy and not diseased 

or dead? WHERE YOU 

CANNOT DETERMINE THIS, 

PLEASE SPECIFY A REASON 

FOR THIS. 

1. Yes    

2. No  

9. Cannot determine [SPECIFY 

REASON]  

ASK ALL, SINGLE 

RESPONSE 

M6 

Are there any [if K1=1 or 

K2=1 then “CASSAVA”, if 

K1=2 OR K2=2 then 

“PLANTAIN”, if”] plants that 

are visibly dead and have not 

1. Yes    

2. No  

9. Cannot determine [SPECIFY 

REASON]  

ASK ALL, SINGLE 

RESPONSE 
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been removed? WHERE YOU 

CANNOT DETERMINE THIS, 

PLEASE SPECIFY A REASON 

FOR THIS. 

M7 

LOOK AT THE GROUND 

SURROUNDING THE PLANTS  

 Is there debris on the 

ground, such as, empty 

chemical containers or trash? 

WHERE YOU CANNOT 

DETERMINE THIS, PLEASE 

SPECIFY A REASON FOR 

THIS. 

1. Yes    

2. No  

9. Cannot determine [SPECIFY 

REASON]  

[ASK ALL, SINGLE 
CODE] 

M8 

LOOK AT THE GROUND 

SURROUNDING THE PLANTS  

M7. Is there natural debris 

on the ground, such as, 

stumps, logs or discarded 

branches? WHERE YOU 

CANNOT DETERMINE THIS, 

PLEASE SPECIFY A REASON 

FOR THIS. 

1. Yes    

2. No  

9. Cannot determine [SPECIFY 

REASON]  

[ASK ALL, SINGLE 
CODE] 

M9 

LOOK AT THE GROUND 

SURROUNDING THE PLANTS  

M8. On the ground, are there 

cuttings and dry weeds 

visible on the farm soil? 

WHERE YOU CANNOT 

DETERMINE THIS, PLEASE 

SPECIFY A REASON FOR 

THIS. 

1. Yes    

2. No  

9. Cannot determine [SPECIFY 

REASON]  

[ASK ALL, SINGLE 
CODE] 

M10 

M9. Is the farm cleanly 

weeded – soil is visible and 

there are minimal weeds 

growing between plants? 

WHERE YOU CANNOT 

DETERMINE THIS, PLEASE 

1. Yes    

2. No  

9. Cannot determine [SPECIFY 

REASON]  

[ASK ALL, SINGLE 
CODE] 
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SPECIFY A REASON FOR 

THIS. 

PLANTAIN ONLY OBSERVATIONS:  

M11 

LOOK AT THE BASE OF THE 

TREE TRUNKS DIRECTLY IN 

FRONT OF YOU:  

M11. Have all or most (less 

than 1-2 remaining per tree) 

suckers - new plantain 

shoots - been removed from 

the base of the plantain 

trees? WHERE YOU CANNOT 

DETERMINE THIS, PLEASE 

SPECIFY A REASON FOR THIS 

1. Yes    

2. No  

9. Cannot determine [SPECIFY 

REASON]  

[ASK ALL, SINGLE 
CODE] 

M12 

NOW LOOK AT THE UPPER 

STEMS AND TRUNK OF THE 

TREES, SCANNING ACROSS 

THE TREES THAT ARE 

VISIBLE TO YOU  

M12. Are there older/heavier 

stems or trunks on the 

plantain trees propped up 

with sticks or poles? ONLY 

RELEVANT IF THERE ARE 

BRANCHES THAT ARE OLD, 

HEAVIER OR DROOPY. 

WHERE YOU CANNOT 

DETERMINE THIS, PLEASE 

SPECIFY A REASON FOR 

THIS. 

1. Yes    

2. No  

9. Cannot determine [SPECIFY 

REASON]  

[ASK ALL, SINGLE 
CODE] 

M13 

 INTERVIEWER: WHEN YOU 

LOOK AROUND THE FARM, 

DO YOU SEE ANY EVIDENCE 

OF THE FARMER HAVING 

USED FERTILIZER, SUCH AS 

FERTILIZER BAGS OR 

CONTAINERS? 

1. Yes    

2. No  

9. Cannot determine [SPECIFY 

REASON]  

[ASK ALL, SINGLE 
CODE] 
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SECTION P  

 

 
INTERVIEWER: FOR THE FOLLOWING SECTION PLEASE TAKE A PHOTO OF THE RELEVANT ITEMS AS 

DIRECTED. PLESAE ENSURE THAT YOU CAN DISTINGUISH THE DIFFERENT PARTS OF PLANTS 

 

[PROGRAMMING NOTE: USE THE NUMBER @L1 AS THE NUMBER OF LOOPS THEY WILL GET 

THIS  

SECTION. IF THEY ENTERED 3 @L1, THEY WILL BE ASKED TO TAKE A PHOTOGRAPH.] 

PH1 

PH1. TAKE A PHOTO OF THE 

WHOLE CASSAVA PLANT  

Take a picture of the whole 

cassava plant or a group of 

three plants showing the 

stem, branches, and the leaf 

pattern 

 

[ASK WHERE 
“CASSAVA (1) @ K1 
OR K2, SINGLE 
CODE] 

PH2 

PH6. TAKE A PHOTO OF THE 

BUNCH OF FRUITS (if 

present) – this is the group 

of plantain fingers (mostly 

green) hanging from the top 

of the tree when matured. 

This is the edible part.  

This can differentiate French 

(apem) - which has smaller 

and larger number of fingers 

from False Horn (Apantu) and 

True Horn (Asamienu) which 

has bigger fingers 

 [ASK WHERE 
“PLANTAIN” (2) @ 
K1 OR K2, SINGLE 
CODE] 

 
[IF YES (1) @M1 OR END OF OBSERVATION 3 IF NO (2) @Ma, THEN SHOW TEXT]  

“THANK AND CLOSE” 
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ANNEX 5. Fieldwork training manual9 

 

COCOA FARM VISIT 
Once you have completed all surveys within an enumeration community/cooperative, the 
supervisor will share a sample of farmers who will have qualified for a farm visit. We suggest 
the supervisor work with the selected farmers to determine if the farmer is eligible for the farm 
visit component of the study (both Cocoa and Food Crop).  
 
If a farmer has more than one cocoa farm, the supervisor will use the grid and flow chart in the 
contact sheet (and detailed in the “CONTACT SHEET” to determine which farm we will visit 
for the Cocoa Farm Visit component. 
 
When you reach the farm, you will: 

(1) Use the map that will be shared by the farmer where availed. 
(2) select areas for observation by creating three or five observation circles, 

depending on the size of the farm.  
(3) make observations in the circles and enter data into the survey program. 
(4) ensure that any patches of young cocoa trees are also observed, and data is 

entered into the survey program.  
 
Selection Areas of the Farm for Observation 
To observe specific farming practices on a cocoa farm, you will need to select areas within 
the farm for observation and collect data within each. We are calling these “observation 
circles”. Setting up the circles will use most of the time for the farm visit – but after these are 
done, collecting the data in each circle will be quick and easy!  
 
The survey program will indicate how many circles you need to draw based on the following 
criteria:  
 

• If the farm area is 1.5 HECTARE OR LESS, you will set up THREE observation 
circles.  

• If the farm area is MORE THAN 1.5 HECTARE, you will set up FIVE observation 
circles.  

 
To create the observation circles you will need 10m rope to set the circles and 
flags/circle markers. 
 
Observation circles must be set up along the longest transect of the farm from any direction – 
the transect will be a generally straight line that cuts across the entire farm. Where this transect 
should be set up can be roughly judged after the farm perimeter mapping has been performed. 
This may be the entrance to the farm, or it may be another easily accessible point on the farm’s 
edge. Please note: you do not need to be walking in a “cardinal” direction during the transect 
walk. Please see examples 1 and 2 below for examples on how to determine where to start your 
transect walk.  
 

                                                
9 Abstract from the CLP II Midline evaluation training manual, and used for the endline evaluation 
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To establish the center of the first circle you will take 25 steps into the farm in one 
direction (this is the direction of the “transect walk” as determined by the farm shape). 
Regardless of farm size, you will always use 25 steps to locate the center of the first circle.  
 

  
Start at the farm entrance and take 25 steps to find the center of the first observation circle 
(the program will help guide you). In Example 3, you can see that we chose the SE corner as 
our starting point because it allows for the best transect walk across the farm.  
 
The resulting location is the center point of the first observation circle. To draw the 
circle within which the observation will take place, you should mark the center point of the 
circle and use the rope to mark 10m off the center in each direction (north, east, south, west). 
Where trees fall on the edge of the circle, include them in the circle (see example 4). 
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When setting up the circles, you want to make sure the entire circle is at least 10 meters away 
from any farm edge. Once your circle is set up, you will conduct the observations as instructed 
by the survey program (see below for observation instructions).  
 
After you have conducted all of your observations for Circle 1, you will need to establish the 
center of, and trace out Circle 2. You will repeat this process (draw a circle, conduct instructed 
observations, draw next circle) until you have finished all five circles. To draw the remaining 
four circles, you will repeat the steps above. However, to determine how many steps you will 
take, you will use the unique random number that the program will generate for each circle.  
 
The starting point for setting up each circle is the center point of the last circle. Example 5 
illustrates how to draw circles along the selected transect walk across the farm.  
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If the farm you are observing is 1.5HA or less, you will only draw 3 circles (as illustrated in 
Example 5). If the farm you are observing is greater than 1.5HA, you will draw 5 circles (as 
illustrated in Examples 6-8). At any point, if the farm is irregularly shaped and you need to 
adjust your direction, you can do so. However, to the best of your ability, try to make sure your 
circles are at least 10m apart. 
 
Please note, although the following examples illustrate drawing 5 circles, they also illustrate 
circumstances that can happen on farms of any size.  
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In Example 6, you can see that it is not possible to continue along our transect walk to set up 
Circle 5. When this happens, we suggest selecting a point on the farm that will send you in a 
new, unobserved portion of the farm (see Example 7). We suggest starting from the center of 
a circle that you have previously used to conduct observations. Though finding your previous 
observation circle may be difficult on the farm, you can use your best judgment. Once you think 
you are near the center of a previous circle, you will then take the random steps (as indicated 
by the survey program) in the new direction. To the best of your ability, try to make sure your 
circles are at least 10m apart.  
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In Example 7, because it was not possible to continue along the same transect walk, we decided 
to walk back to Circle 3, and from the center of that circle, and walk SW to set up Circle 5. 
 
If any observation circle covers a large patch of young cocoa/seedlings, do not 
use this as an observation circle. Select a different direction to walk that will not 
send you into a patch of young cocoa, but will instead take you to a part of the 
farm that you have not yet observed. You will report on the patch of young cocoa 
separately in Section H of this survey. 
 
If in Example 7, if we had decided to walk NE from Circle 3 (instead of SW) we would have hit 
a patch of young cocoa (see Example 8 below). This could not have been an option because we 
would not have been able to set up Circle 5 in a patch of young cocoa.  
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In each observation circle, you will observe a number of farming practices. Detailed 
instructions on these observations are provided in the next section of this manual. In 
summary, the farm practices to be observed are:  
 

1. Shade tree density 
2. Whole circle observations 

o Weeding 
o Harvest disease management  
o Soil health management 

3. Cocoa tree density 
4. Mature cocoa tree observations 

o Architectural pruning 
o Cocoa tree pruning 
o Cocoa tree pest management 

5. Whole farm observations (Section I) 
 
 
If the farm area is 1.5 HECTARES OR LESS, you will set up THREE observation circles. 
You will complete all sections (1-4) in EACH circle, and then complete the young cocoa 
observation (H) in the appropriate area. 
 
If the farm area is MORE THAN 1.5 HECTARES, you will set up FIVE observation 
circles. You will complete all sections (1-4) in circles 1, 3, and 5, and will complete ONLY 
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section 1 (shade tree density) in circles 2 and 4. You will then complete the young cocoa 
observation (H) in the appropriate area.  
 
SECTION 1 – SHADE TREE DENSITY  
Shade tree density will be observed in all circles.  
 
If the farm is greater than 1.5HA, this will be all 5 circles. If the farm is 1.5HA or less, this will 
be all 3 circles. 
 
The purpose of this portion of the observation exercise is also to understand if the cocoa trees 
are growing under ideal conditions. These measures and observations are used to evaluate 
whether the cocoa field was recently converted from forest. In addition, they help to provide 
key information on how well the land is being maintained since a shade canopy comprised of 
trees of different sizes provides a better-quality habitat than one made of trees of smaller sizes.   
 
To do this observation, we are going to: 

1. Divide each circle into the north-east (N-E), east-south (E-
S), south-west (S-W) and west-north (W-N) quadrants 
 
2. Identify one shade tree that is closest to the center of the 
circle (see below for instructions on how to identify a shade 
tree). The shade tree may be up to 50 meters away from the 
center of the circle, but no more. If you are near the edge of 
the farm, do not go outside of the farm to conduct your shade 
tree observations. Your training, and the instructions below 
will teach you how to identify shade trees easily, so you 
shouldn’t need to measure all trees using the tools. However, 
if it is difficult to get a feel for the measurements, measure a 

few trees for practice. 
 

3. At A1 in the instrument, you will enter one of three options:  
a. If you were able to find a shade tree in the selected quadrant within 50m of the 

center of the circle, please enter the distance to this tree in approximate paces 
(you will do this for all circles, even ones that are close to an edge) 

b. If your selected quadrant is at least 50m away from the nearest edge, and there 
are no shade trees within this quadrant (up to 50 meters from the center of the 
circle), you will select “NO SHADE TREE WITHIN FULL 50 METERS FROM 
CENTER OF CIRCLE” 

c. If your selected quadrant is close to an edge (within 50 meters), and there are 
no shade trees within this quadrant (between the center of the circle and the 
edge of the farm), you will select “NO SHADE TREE – HIT FARM BOUNDARY 
WITHIN 50 METERS FROM THE CENTER OF THE CIRCLE) 

 
4. If there is a shade tree in the selected quadrant, measure the diameter at breast height 

of the tree and record in the survey program whether it is 15-50cm or >50cm. How to 
do this is presented below. 

 
Identifying Shade Trees 
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DIAMETER: You will approach the tree and determine roughly where breast height is. At 
breast height, use the diameter rope to measure the diameter (distance around the tree).  

• Shade Tree Diameter must be >=15cm 

 
HEIGHT: The clinometer is used to determine if the shade trees in the observation circles are 
over 12 meters in height. Walk 10-12 steps (10m) away from the tree. Try to be sure that you 
are on level ground. Look through the clinometer so you are looking at the top of the tree. Once 
you are looking at the top of the tree of interest, pinch the string where it hangs on the 
clinometer and look at it. If the string is in the green section, it is >=12m and is considered to 
be a mature tree. 

• Shade Tree Height must be >=12m 

 
 
ALIVE OR DEAD: Indications that a tree is dead are: loss of leaves, loss of bark, numerous 
dry branches, rotting wood. Look at the tree and assess whether it fits most of these categories.  

• Shade Trees must be alive 
 
TREE RINGS: A tree is considered ringed when its bark (and the underlying cambium) has 
been cut in a continuous ring around the tree with a minimum width of about a finger. The 
pictures below show two different examples of a ringed tree.  
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• Shade Trees must not be ringed 

 
OTHER TYPES OF TREES:  

• Shade Trees must not be oil palm trees, coconut trees, or any other type of food 
crop. 
 

 
SECTION 2 – WHOLE CIRCLE OBSERVATIONS 
Whole circle observations include evidence of weeding, harvest management, and soil health.  
For Farms greater than 1.5HA, these practices will be observed in circles 1, 3, and 5.  
For farms 1.5HA or less, these practices will be observed in all circles (1-3).  

 
G1 Determining if there are weeds in the 
circle 
Too many weeds, or unwanted plants, growing 
around cocoa trees can take away water and 
nutrients away from cocoa trees. Weeds can support 
unwanted insects and make it hard to remove 
diseased pods from the field. If weeds grow too thick, 
they can make walking around in a cocoa field 
difficult, making pruning, harvesting and other 
activities more difficult. 
 
A patch of standing weed indicates that weeding has 
not been adequately performed.  
 

You will be able to determine if there are areas of weeds within the observation circle. You will 
use your best judgment to determine if there are many weeds (you see weeds almost 
everywhere within the circle), some weeds (most of the ground does not have weeds, but there 
are some present within the circle), or no weeds within the circle.  
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G3 Determining if there is ground cover  
Any occurrence of ground cover indicates that the 
farm develops protection against weeds. Ground 
cover qualifies as plants that do not grow in height 
but distribute horizontally on the ground (lower 
than 15cm in height, or the average span between 
the smallest finger and the thumb on one hand). 
Therefore, this is different than standing weeds.  
 
If there is any ground cover, mark yes (1) in the 
survey program. If there is no weed ground cover, 
mark no (2) in the survey program. 
 
D1 Determining if there are any cut 
branches lying on the ground  
Using the entire observation circle, look to see if 
there are any cut branches, either dry or fresh, lying on the ground. If there are any branches 
on the ground, mark yes (1) in the survey program. If there are no branches on the ground, 
mark no (2) in the survey program.  
 
N1 Observing the status of harvest disease management 
Now observe the status of harvest management at this observation circle. Consider the 
entirety of harvest disease management criteria and, using your knowledge from training, 
evaluate the evidence of all harvest management practices combined.  
 
The World Cocoa Foundation considers only harvesting mature cocoa pods as critical to the 
quality of cocoa beans as the ripening process changes the flavor profile of beans. Ripe cocoa 
pods also contain larger, heavier cocoa beans. The harvesting of overripe cocoa pods is bad for 
cocoa quality as these beans are easily damaged. Cocoa beans from overripe or diseased pods 
can also have mold and fungus growing on them that could damage surrounding cocoa beans 
during storage. In addition, overripe or unripe cocoa pods negatively impact the flavor profile 
of cocoa and make the pods less valuable for certain applications. 
Please observe for signs such as rotting pods or damaged cocoa trees (harvest scars) in 
determining if there is evidence of harvest disease management practices (and if so if harvest 
disease management practices have been fully or partially followed). Please use these images 
as a guide for good and bad harvest management practices:  

http://www.worldcocoafoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/20160427-HR_CocoaAction-MandE-Guide-1.pdf
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If there are NO scars and/or rotting pods or other evidence of poor harvest management on 
ANY of the trees in the circle, this means there IS EVIDENCE of harvest management AND IT 
IS SUFFICIENT.  
 
If there are SOME scars and/or rotting pods or other evidence of poor harvest management 
on ANY of the trees in the circle, this means there IS EVIDENCE of harvest management BUT 
IT IS INSUFFICIENT.  
 
If there are scars and/or rotting pods or other evidence of poor harvest management on MOST 
of the trees in the circle, this means there is NO EVIDENCE of harvest management. 
 
If you are absolutely not able to answer the question based on your observations and training, 
you may select Don’t Know/Not able to indicate. 
 
N2 Observing the status of soil health management  
Observe the status of soil health management at this observation circle. Consider the entirety 
of soil health management criteria and, using your knowledge from training, evaluate the 
evidence of all soil health management practices combined.), 
Consider “soil health management” to refer to the approach to strengthen the soil and increase 
soil fertility over the long run through measures to improve its micro-climate, soil fauna & 
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flora, soil composition and soil texture (World Cocoa Foundation). See below for examples of 
good and bad soil health management. 

 
If there are crushed cocoa pods, cuttings from weeding and pruning, and general ground cover, 
AND there are no broken pods in big piles in the circle, this means there IS EVIDENCE of soil 
health management AND IT IS SUFFICIENT.  
 
If there are A FEW crushed cocoa pods, cuttings from weeding and pruning, and general 
ground cover, AND there are A FEW broken pods in big piles in the circle BUT IT IS NOT 
CONSISTENT, this means there IS EVIDENCE of soil health management BUT IT IS 
INSUFFICIENT.  
 
If there are scars and/or rotting pods or other evidence of poor harvest management on MOST 
of the trees in the circle, this means there is NO EVIDENCE of harvest management. 
 
If you are absolutely not able to answer the question based on your observations and training, 
you may select Don’t Know/Not able to indicate. 
 
 
 
SECTION 3 – COCOA TREE DENSITY  

http://www.worldcocoafoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/20160427-HR_CocoaAction-MandE-Guide-1.pdf
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For farms greater than 1HA cocoa tree density will be observed in circles 1, 3, and 5  
For farms less than 1HA, these practices will be observed in all circles (1-3).  
 
The number of cocoa trees on a cocoa farm is a major factor in the number of cocoa beans a 
farm or farm household produces in a crop year.  
 
The first measurements provide an estimate of planting density, the number of mature cocoa 
trees per unit area. Planting density is used to estimate the number of mature cocoa trees per 
hectare and per farm household, which are key variables for cocoa productivity indicators.  
 
The second measurement provides an estimate of the planting density of newly established or 
rehabilitated areas. To determine density, we will be counting the number of cocoa trees in 
each observation circle and categorizing them as either mature or seedlings/young cocoa trees. 
 
B1 and B2 Determining if the Cocoa Tree is Mature 
A mature cocoa tree generally is generally over 2m in height and has its first node at over 5cm 
in diameter. A node is the first point of branching, where the terminal shoot develops off-
shoots (branches). 
 
Though you are not being asked to measure the height of the first node or the overall tree 
height, you may want to use the measuring pole to determine this until you gain a general sense 
of what a mature tree looks like. In addition, mature cocoa trees have visible cocoa pods, 
cushions with cut stems, and large areas covered in lichens (see below diagram). 
 
Using these criteria and guidelines, count the number of mature trees within the NE 
quadrant and enter it in the survey program (B1). Then, count the total number of mature 
trees within the entire circle and enter it in the survey program (B2) – this number includes 
the trees within the NE quadrant as well as the rest of the circle.  
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SECTION 4 – MATURE COCOA OBSERVATIONS 
For farms greater than 1.5HA mature cocoa observations will be conducted in circles 1, 3, 
and 5  
For farms 1.5HA or less, mature cocoa observations will be conducted in all circles (1-3).  
 
PLEASE NOTE: These observations will be conducted in the NE quadrant only – for each 
tree entered at B1. You will complete all measurements for the first tree before moving on to 
the next tree.  
 
The first few questions (C1 through C3) refer to the architectural pruning of the cocoa trees.  
 
Architectural pruning involves the selective removal of branches from a cocoa tree so that it 
has a single, short stem (trunk) and a crown comprised of evenly spaced, laterally growing 
secondary branches. Architectural pruning ensures that the structure of the tree is 
symmetrical, stable, and is efficient in capturing sunlight, while also maximizing the number 
of fruiting sites (cushions). 
 
The benefits of architectural pruning are: 

• It reduces the height of cocoa trees, making them easier to prune and harvest. 

• It ensures the cocoa pods only grow where they can be harvested easily, preventing pods 
from being left on the tree where they can harbor pests and diseases. 

• It ensures each branch captures the greatest amount of sunlight possible since they will not 
overlap or shade each other. 

• It increases the number of cocoa pods that grow each year by increasing the area available 
for cushions to develop. 

• It allows sunlight to enter the crown and reach the leaves on the lower branches and 
decreases humidity, reducing the growth of moss and fungal diseases, such as black pod. 

 
To determine if a farmer has been conducting architectural pruning, you will need to look at 
the height of the first node, the overall height of the tree, and how many branches the first node 
branches into. 
 
These measurements will be carried out on each of the mature cocoa trees counted in section 
C. 
 
You will use a measuring pole to measure preset distances. The pole is used to measure the 
height of the first node, which helps ascertain if the cocoa tree diameter is large enough to be 
considered a mature tree (i.e. greater than 5cm).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
C1 Determining the Height of the First Node 
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Use the measuring pole to assess the height at the 
first node. A node is the point at which one branch 
diverges and becomes more than one branch, often 
forming a slight swelling or knob.  
 
On the measuring pole, the red electrical tape 
indicates 1m to 1.5m. If the height of the first node 
is shorter than the red section of tape, then mark 
<1m (1) in the survey program. If the height of the 
first node is within the red section of the tape, then 
mark 1m-1.5m (2) in the survey program. If the 
height of the first node is taller than the red section 
of tape, then mark >1.5m (3) in the survey program 
(C1). 
 

C2 Determining the Height of the Tree 
Use the measuring pole to assess if the top of the cocoa tree 
is between 3.75 and 4.5 meters in height, a sign that the 
cocoa tree has been “top pruned”. 
 
On the measuring pole, the orange electrical tape indicates 
3.75m to 4.5m. If the height of the tree is shorter than the 
orange section of tape, then mark <3.75 (1) in the survey 
program. If the height of the tree is within the orange section 
of the tape, then mark 3.75 – 4.5m (2) in the survey 
program. If the height of the tree is taller than the orange 
section of tape (this is also marked with black tape), then 
mark >4.5 (3) in the survey program (C2).  
 
C3 Determining the Number of Branches the First Node Branches Into 

Locate the first node on the cocoa tree. 
Remember a node is the point at which one 
branch diverges and becomes more than one 
branch, often forming a slight swelling or 
knob. You indicated the height of this node at 
C1.  
 
Once you have located the first node, count 
the number of branches that are above the 
node. If there are fewer than 5 branches, 
mark <5 branches (1) in the survey program. 
If there are either 5 or 6 branches after the 
first node, mark 5-6 branches (2) in the 
survey program. If there are more than 6 
branches, mark >6 branches (3) in the survey 
program (C3). 
 

 
The next set of questions (D2 through D4) refer to cocoa tree pruning.  
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On cocoa trees, branches that do not receive enough sunlight will take energy from the rest of 
the tree as they grow. Removing these branches frees up the energy, nutrients, and water they 
would have consumed to grow more productive branches or a greater number of larger cocoa 
pods.  
 
Maintenance pruning involves removing all chupons as well as all branches that might 
consume more energy than they produce, or block sunlight from reaching underlying 
branches. Removing branches also thins out the crown, which allows more sunlight to reach 
deeper into the crown, where it is captured by the remaining branches. A thinner crown means 
there is more space between the branches, allowing more air to move through the crown. This 
combination of more sunlight and airflow serves to reduce the amount of moisture within the 
cocoa tree, which helps control black pod, insects and moss from growing. 

 
D2 Determining if the Tree has Chupons  
Chupon removal involves cutting off all chupons growing from the roots (watersprout) and 
main stem (epicormic sprouts), which could grow into stems that eventually take away 
nutrients, water, and sunlight from the cocoa tree. The main stem of the cocoa tree should have 
no branches or chupons. 
 
Look at the base of the tree you are observing. If there are any chupons, mark yes (1) in the 
survey program. If there are no chupons, mark no (2) in the survey program.  

 
 
D3 Determining if the Tree has Drooping Branches  
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Pruning of drooping branches removes branches that are growing towards the ground and are 
shaded by the rest of the branches in the crown.  

 
Look at the tree you are observing. If there are any drooping branches, mark yes (1) in the 
survey program. If there are no drooping branches, mark no (2) in the survey program.  
 
D4 Determining if the Tree has Dead Branches 
Removal of dead branches that block sunlight from living branches lets more sunlight and air 
reach the other living branches.  

 
Look into the branches of the tree you are observing. If there are any dead branches, mark yes 
(1) in the survey program. If there are no dead branches, mark no (2) in the survey program.  
 
 
 
The next set of questions (E2 through E3) refer to cocoa tree pest management.  
 
Observing whether a tree has mistletoe, mirid damage, black pod, and dieback on cocoa trees 
is used to evaluate if a farmer is applying appropriate pest control practices. Cocoa tree pests 
significantly decrease the productivity of the tree and can threaten the long-term survival of 
the whole farm.  
 
E1 Determining if the tree has mistletoe  
Mistletoe attaches to and penetrates the branches of a tree through which they absorb water 
and nutrients from the cocoa tree, therefore, harming the tree. Mistletoe is a parasite that 
attaches itself to the cocoa tree branch forming a hard node. The leaves are smaller and have 
pinkish flowers. 
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Look into the branches of the tree you are observing. If there is any mistletoe, mark yes (1) in 
the survey program. If there is no mistletoe, mark no (2) in the survey program.  
 
E2 Determining if the tree has mirid damage on at least 3 pods or leaves 
Look at both the leaves and the branches of the tree you are observing. If there a tree has mirid 
damage on at least three pods or leaves, mark yes (1) in the survey program. If there is no mirid 
damage or mirid damage on 2 or less pods or leaves, mark no (2) in the survey program.  
 

 
E3 Determining if the tree has 3 or more black pods on the tree or on the forest 
floor 
Look at both the branches of the tree you are observing and the ground around the tree. If the 
tree has at least three black pods (adding up ones on both the tree and the ground), mark yes 
(1) in the survey program. If the tree has no black pods or two or less black pods, mark no (2) 
in the survey program. Blackpods are caused by a fungus - phytophthora sp, which caused the 
matured pod to rot and blacken and finally falls off the tree. 
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SECTION I – WHOLE FARM OBSERVATIONS 
 Rehabilitation Section 
After completing observations at each observation point, the survey instrument will prompt 
you to ask the farmer questions about rehabilitation on the farm and observe the status of this.  
 
For I1, ask the farmer if his/her farm has been rehabilitated during the last five years. 
Replanting or rehabilitating means that they planted new trees to replace old trees. 
 
For I2, you will only see this question if the farmer answered YES at I1. Ask the farmer how 
much planting material was received during the last calendar year for rehabilitation across all 
their farms.  
 
For I3, you will only see this question if the farmer answered YES at I1. Ask the farmer how 
much improved planting materials did he/she use on this farm for rehabilitation during the 
last year. 
 
For I4, you will only see this question if the farmer answered YES at I1. Ask the farmer to take 
you to (one of) the area(s) of replanting or rehabilitation. If the farmer is able to do this, 
evaluate whether there is evidence of replanting or rehabilitation at this site.  
 
Please consider the rehabilitation and replanting best practices you learned about in training. 
The need for farm rehabilitation is directly driven by the current productive potential of a 
farm’s cocoa trees. A cocoa tree’s productivity, on the other hand, depends to a large degree on 
characteristics of the tree and the farm it is grown on. Tree rehabilitation can replace trees with 
bad characteristics with better trees to produce more cocoa in the future—some bad 
characteristics are old trees, diseased trees, or unfavorable varieties of trees. It is important to 
maximize the potential of new trees through proper planting techniques. Planting techniques 
need to be adapted to the farm situation and it is difficult to make a general statement about 
what is proper replanting. In accordance with Cocoa Action guidelines, it is also possible that 
a farmer does not need to rehabilitate a farm at all. 
 
If you are absolutely not able to answer the question based on your observations and training, 
you may select Don’t Know/Not able to indicate. 
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For I5, you will only see this question if you indicated that the farmer was able to present on-
farm evidence of replanting or rehabilitation at I4. For the replanted or rehabilitated areas(s) 
you visited, evaluate if rehabilitation or replanting was accomplished according to best 
practices. If you are absolutely not able to answer the question based on your observations and 
training, you may select Don’t Know/Not able to indicate. 
 
General Observations Section 
After these observations, the survey instrument will prompt you to answer questions about the 
farm as a whole. Use your notes from your initial perimeter walk, as well as what you saw at 
each observation point, to inform your whole farm observations.  
 
I6 For the farm as a whole, observe the status of soil erosion protection. Consider the entirety 
of soil erosion protection criteria and, using your knowledge from training, evaluate the 
evidence of all soil erosion protection practices combined. 
 
The World Cocoa Foundation considers “soil erosion protection” to mean the application of 
best practices to ensure the soil from eroding its chemical and physical capacities. Erosion 
refers to a variety of causes such as water erosion, gravitational erosion, wind erosion or 
sunlight erosion. Erosion protection is highly contextual and measures have to be judged at 
each farm case and can include: planting of hedgerows as wind-barriers, shade-management, 
vegetative buffer-zones or terrace planting on steep slopes. Please be sure to enter one score 
for the farm as a whole. 
 
 
 
 
 
Consider “soil health management” to refer to the approach to strengthen the soil and increase 
soil fertility over the long run through measures to improve its micro-climate, soil fauna & 
flora, soil composition and soil texture (World Cocoa Foundation). See below for examples of 
good and bad soil health management. 
If there are crushed cocoa pods, cuttings from weeding and pruning, and general ground cover, 
AND there are no broken pods in big piles in the circle, this means there IS EVIDENCE of soil 
health management AND IT IS SUFFICIENT.  
 
If there are A FEW crushed cocoa pods, cuttings from weeding and pruning, and general 
ground cover, AND there are A FEW broken pods in big piles in the circle BUT IT IS NOT 
CONSISTENT, this means there IS EVIDENCE of soil health management BUT IT IS 
INSUFFICIENT.  
 
If there are scars and/or rotting pods or other evidence of poor harvest management on MOST 
of the trees in the circle, this means there is NO EVIDENCE of harvest management. 
 
If you are absolutely not able to answer the question based on your observations and training, 
you may select Don’t Know/Not able to indicate. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.worldcocoafoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/20160427-HR_CocoaAction-MandE-Guide-1.pdf
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If there is dense ground cover and a layered forest profile, and the trees are not growing too 
close to a hillside or water, this means there IS EVIDENCE of soil erosion management AND 
IT IS SUFFICIENT.  
 
If there is SOME dense ground cover and a layered forest profile, and most of the trees are not 
growing too close to a hillside or water, this means there IS EVIDENCE of soil erosion 
management, BUT IT IS INSUFFICIENT.  
 
If there is NO dense ground cover and a layered forest profile, and trees are growing too close 
to a hillside or water, this means there IS NO EVIDENCE of soil erosion management.  
 
If you are absolutely not able to answer the question based on your observations and training, 
you may select Don’t Know/Not able to indicate. 
 
For I7, ask the farmer is he/she is currently implementing new measures of soil erosion 
protection. 
 
For I8, If the farmer answers YES to I7, ask the farmer to take you to (one of) the site(s) where 
the new soil erosion protection measures are implemented and evaluate if there is any evidence 
present of these measures., please evaluate the specific area that the farmer shows you for 
evidence of the soil erosion practices as listed above. If you are absolutely not able to answer 
the question based on your observations and training, you may select Don’t Know/Not able to 
indicate. 
 
I9 For the farm as a whole, observe the status of soil nutrient replenishment. Consider the 
entirety of soil nutrient replenishment criteria and, using your knowledge from training, 
evaluate the evidence of all soil nutrient replenishment practices combined. 
 
Soil nutrient replenishment focuses specifically on measures to renew the nutrients 
immediately available in the soil through short-term interventions such as chemical 
fertilization. According to the World Cocoa Foundation, only fertilizer-ready farmers are 
recommended to realize soil nutrient replenishment. Soil nutrient replenishment is only 
recommended on farms within a certain age range, productivity range and if good agricultural 
practices are applied (fertilizer-ready farms). Most information to appraise this practice has to 
be collected via the farmer’s recall, however, it is sometimes possible to make direct 
observations. Here are three practical examples of soil nutrient replenishment. You can ask 
the farmer or use observations to see if any of these practices have been applied: 

1. Fertilizer 
2. Erosion Control 
3. Plastic covering 

http://www.worldcocoafoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/20160427-HR_CocoaAction-MandE-Guide-1.pdf
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(5) FOOD CROP FARM OBSERVATION 
 
During the screener, the cocoa farmer was asked who manages the food crop farm. If this 
person is different from the farmer, arrangements should be made for them to participate in 
the food crop farm visit where possible. 
 
You will ask the respondent to direct you to where they grow Cassava, or Plantain. Whether 
they grow Cassava or Plantain depends on the country and location within country, and the 
information will be provided in the sample/survey program. If they grow both Cassava and 
Plantain, you will only collect data for the food crop specified during the screener. 
 
It probably would be most convenient to make the arrangements for the food crop farm visit 
at the time of the household survey. 
 
SECTION K – SCREENER CONFIRMATION 
During the screener, you will confirm the food crop that you will be assessing – this will be 
determined based on the farmer’s country and the Matching Grant Partner (MGP) that he/she 
is working with. Please verify this with the farmer. 
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In addition, during the screener you will confirm with the farmer that they have crops on the 
ground that can be observed at this time. 

 
If you get to the food crop farm visit and the farmer does not grow the crop, or does not have 
any to observe at this time, please end the food crop farm visit and report the finding to your 
supervisor.  
 
You should also confirm that we are speaking to the person who manages the food crop farm. 
This information is captured in the screener. 
 
SECTION L - GENERAL INFORMATION ON FOOD CROP PRACTICES  
The five questions in this section are intended to provide a sense of when farmers tend to plant 
their food crops, the types of food crops that farmers have planted, whether there are food 
crops other than the selected one on the farm, and whether the farmers have access to water 
other than rainwater.  
 
For L1, ask the farmer what date they planted their cassava or plantain. Please ask the farmer 
to estimate to the best of their abilities. Enter the month and year. If the farmer is unable to 
answer, please leave the data blank.  
 
For L2, ask the farmer how many different varieties of cassava or plantain they have on this 
farm and enter the number.  
 
For L3.1, ask the farmer the types or varieties of cassava or plantain they planted last season. 
Please make sure they include the last season only. Please do NOT prompt the farmer. Ask the 
question as though it is an open end. Mark the selections that fit the farmer’s answers most 
appropriately. If their answer absolutely does not fit into any of the provided categories, please 
select “Other” and specify their response. Remember, there may be more than one response. 
 
For L4, ask the farmer what other food crops are grown on this farm. Please do NOT prompt 
the farmer. Ask the question as though it is an open end. Mark the selections that fit the 
farmer’s answers most appropriately. If their answer absolutely does not fit into any of the 
provided categories, please select “Other” and specify their response. Remember, there may 
be more than one response. 
 
For L5 ask the farmer what type of system this plot is. Is it monocrop if they only grow one 
crop on the farm/plot, intercrop if they grow multiple crops but there is one dominant crop on 
the farm, mixed crop if multiple crops grow together, mixed farm if the farm/plot is also used 
for livestock or poultry, and intercropping if they grow these crops along with cocoa trees. 
Note, if at L3, farmer said they grow another food crop, they should not say monocrop here. if 
they do, please make sure they are responding correctly to L3. 
 
For L6, ask the farmer if they have access to a regular water source or if they rely solely on 
rainwater. If their answer absolutely does not fit into any of the provided categories, please 
select “Other” and specify their response. Remember, there may be more than one response. 
 
SECTION M – FOOD CROP OBSERVATION OF GOOD AGRICULTURAL 
PRACTICES (GAPS)  
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M1. Before you begin the observations, you will first determine if you can see the entire 
perimeter of the farm from where you are standing (Can you see the entire perimeter of the 
farm from where you are standing? That is, are you able to observe (from where you are 
standing) all of the trees on the food crop farm? ”).  
If yes (you are able to see the entire perimeter from the location in which you are standing), 
you only need to conduct ONE round of observations, not three. Please walk to the center of 
the farm and answer questions M1-M16. You may thank the farmer and end the interview after 
this. 
If no (you are NOT able to see the entire perimeter from the location in which you are 
standing), you will conduct all three observations, the instructions for which are: 
From where you are standing (it is usually best to start from where the farmer enters the farm), 
begin to walk clockwise along the edge of the farm, observing the plants and ground as you go. 
Stop about 1/3 of the way around the farm to record the first observation (see diagram below).  
Note: Most likely the food crop farm will not be perfectly square or round. In general, the 
objective is to have 2 different observations from different points along the edge of the farm.  
 
If you are making multiple observations, please follow the protocol below.  

Observation 1  
At the first observation point (approximately 1/3 of the 
way around the farm), fill out the questions in the survey 
program, based on your observations and the view from 
the walk. DO NOT read out the questions aloud to the 
farmer. As needed, step 2 – 3 feed into the farm to be able 
to better observe the plants. In addition, when you cannot 
determine the observation, please take a photo and write 
down the reason it cannot be observed.  
 
Observation 2 
Continue to walk to 
another 1/3 of the way 

around the farm area. Repeat above: fill out all 
applicable questions based on your observations.  
 
 

 
 
Observation 3 (from 
Center)  
Once you have 
completed the two observations on the edge of the farm 
and are back at your starting point, walk into the middle of 
the farm being mindful not to damage any of the plants as 
you make your way through the farm. Once you reach the 
approximate middle of the farm, repeat above: fill out all 
applicable questions based on your observations. 
During this observation make sure to look all around you, 
observing 360 degrees from where you are standing. 
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Some questions will apply only to specific kinds of food crops. The program should only show 
the questions for the food crop selected, however, if it does not, please only answer those that 
are applicable to the farm that you are on. 
For M2, look at the base of the plants and how they have been planted in relationship to the 
other plants around them and how they are aligned with each other and answer: are most (6 
or more out of 10) of the plants growing in a row? If you are absolutely not able to determine 
this, please specify the reason.  
 
For M3 look at the space between where plants have been planted and determine how far apart 
they are growing from each other and answer: on average, how far apart are the plant 
growing from each other? If you are absolutely not able to determine this, please specify the 
reason. 
 
For M4 you will only see this question if the farmer answered “intercrop with cocoa trees at 
L4”, look at the space between the food crop and the young cocoa trees and determine how far 
apart the young trees are growing from each other, and answer: how far apart are the young 
cocoa trees growing from each other? If you are absolutely not able to determine this, please 
specify the reason. 
 
For M5, look at the plants and answer: do most (6 or more out of 10) of the plant leaves look 
healthy and not diseased or dead? Please see photos below for diseases and dead looking 
cassava/plantain leaves to help make your determination. If you are absolutely not able to 
determine this, please specify the reason. 
 
For M6 look at the plants and answer: are there any plants that are visibly dead and have not 
been removed? If you are absolutely not able to determine this, please specify the reason. 
 
For M7 look at the ground surrounding the plants and answer: is there debris on the ground 
such as empty chemical containers or trash? If you are absolutely not able to determine this, 
please specify the reason. 
 
For M8 look at the ground surrounding the plants and answer: Is there natural debris on the 
ground, such as, stumps, logs or discarded branches? If you are absolutely not able to 
determine this, please specify the reason.  
 
For M9, look at the ground surrounding the plants and answer: On the ground, are there 
cuttings and dry weeds visible on the farm soil? If you are absolutely not able to determine 
this, please specify the reason.  
 
For M10 look around and answer: Is the farm cleanly weeded – soil is visible and there are 
minimal weeds growing between plants? If you are absolutely not able to determine this, 
please specify the reason. 
 
For M11, you will only be asked this question if the farmer has plantain, look at the base of the 
three trunks directly in front of you and answer: Have all or most (less than 1-2 remaining per 
tree) suckers - new plantain shoots - been removed from the base of the plantain trees? If you 
are absolutely not able to determine this, please specify the reason. 
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For M12 you will only be asked this question if the farmer has plantain, look at the upper stems 
and trunk of the trees, scanning across the trees that are visible to you and answer: Are there 
older/heavier stems or trunks on the plantain trees propped up with sticks or poles? This 
question is only relevant if there are branches that are old, heavier, or droopy. If you are 
absolutely not able to determine this, please specify the reason. 
 
For M13, look around the farm and answer: is there any evidence of the farmer having used 
fertilizer, such as fertilizer bags or containers? If you are absolutely not able to determine this, 
please specify the reason. 
 
 
Photos: 
You will now be asked to take a photo.  

• For cassava, please take a photo of the whole plant or a group of three plants, showing 
the stem, branches, and the leaf pattern. 

• For plantain, please take a photo of a bunch of fruits (if present) - this is the group of 
plantain fingers (mostly green) hanging from the top of the tree when matured. This is 
the edible part. 

 
In this section, when the survey prompts you to take a photo, please close the survey 
application and take the instructed photo. The phone should label the photo appropriately; 
however, if it does not, please follow the following labeling convention: 

• 8-digit farmer ID_Name of food crop_photo name 
o The Name of the food crop is either Cassava or Plantain 
o The photo name is the bold and underlined portion of the instructions (i.e. 

“Stem Color”)  
 
You will be prompted to take a photo of each variety of crop that is planted on the farm (which 
you indicated at K1.  
 
 
Thank the farmer and end the interview. 
 
 
APPENDIX A: GLOSSARY OF TERMS 
 
Black Pods – Translucent spots on pod surface which develop into a small, dark hard spots; 
entire pod becomes black and necrotic with 14 days of initial symptoms; white to yellow downy 
growth on black areas; internal tissues become dry and shriveled resulting in mummified pods. 
 
Cash Loan – Money (instead of goods) that is given to the farmer, with the expectation that 
he/she will pay it back within a specific amount of time 
 
Chupons – While "chupon" is the name for the vertical shoot of the cocoa tree, we are 
concerned with additional offshoots which develop on the tree and become chupons, growing 
vertically and forming central axes with their own branch development. These take nutrients 
away from the tree, though they can also be used for budding and growing new trees. 
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Collateral – Something provided as security for repayment of a loan, which is generally 
forfeited in the event of defaulting on the loan 
 
Compost – Decayed plant and food matter which is applied to the soil to provide nutrients 
 
Dieback – An expression of an ongoing Mirid infestation. It will occur at the end or tips of 
the branches. It will appear as a few brown leaves hanging down from the end of what 
otherwise looks like a healthy branch. 
 
Farm Manager – One who is involved in making important decisions about the farm, such 
as when to plant, what to plant, what inputs to apply, and other general decisions about farm 
operations. A farm manager may be the actual owner of the farm, or he/she may be renting the 
farm from someone else. If the farmer works as a laborer on the farm, but IS NOT involved in 
key decision-making about the farm, he/she IS NOT a farm manager. 
 
Fermenting – The process of heaping seeds together and covering them after removing them 
from their pods 
 
Fertilizer – Any chemical material applied to the soil to supply nutrients essential for plant 
growth. 
 
Food Crop – Cassava, Plaintain, or Garden Vegetables. 
 
Graft – Combining the tissue of two different plants by taking the foundation of one tree and 
joining a part of a different tree (such as a certain branch or a chupon) on top of it. Grafting is 
used to skip/ shorten the juvenile phase where trees do not produce fruit. 
 
Household – Family members or close relatives who live in the same compound and eat from 
the same bowl (evening meal). 
 
Hybrid Seeds – Seeds where two controlled strains of different varieties are cross-polinated 
for the purpose of producing a plant with superior characteristics (also referred to as 
“improved” if the farmer has trouble understanding “hybrid”). Hybrid seeds do NOT involve 
genetic manipulation. 
 
Input Credit – Fertilizer or other farm input that the farmer is given that he/she is expected 
to pay back. An input credit can also be cash that is given to the farmer on the condition it is 
used for farm inputs. Sometimes there are other conditions tied to it (i.e., the farmer promises 
to sell resulting produce to a certain cooperative, etc.). 
 
Intercropped – Crops that are grown together in the same general area without any 
separation. 
 
Local Variety Seeds – “Standard” cocoa seeds. 
 
Mirids – First symptoms appear as tiny puncture wounds on young stems and pods; these 
punctures quickly turn necrotic, creating black patches which may develop into cankers; 
discolored bark; terminal leaves and branches dying back; trees unproductive; adult insect is 
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a slender red or brown insect with long legs and antennae; adults are typically between 7 and 
10 mm long. 
 
Mistletoe – A parasitic plant that has its habitat in the crown of cocoa and other types of 
trees. It is recognizable by its red flowers and berries. 
 
Pesticides – Substances used for attracting, seducing, destroying, or mitigating any pests. 
 
Pruning – The practice of cutting unwanted branches on your cocoa trees (NOT removing 
chupons). 
 
Seedling Nursery – A small plot of land where seeds are nurtured until they are robust 
enough to be planted on the cocoa farm. 
 
Seedlings – Young cocoa trees that are less than 2 meters in height with the diameter at the 
first node under 5cm., seedlings only have flowers (no pods), and do NOT have cushions with 
cut stems. 
 
Seeds/Pods – The product of other cocoa trees that can be used to plant in the ground in 
order to grow new trees, and that can be sold for money by the farmer. 
 
Shade Trees – Large trees whose leaves provide cover for other crops. Must have a diameter 
of more than 15cm, a height of more than 12m, be alive, have no rings, and not be an oil palm 
or coconut tree. 
 
Sharecropper – One who rents a farm (or part of a farm) from someone else, but makes ALL 
the key decisions about the farm.  
Stem-Borer Disease – Holes in cocoa pod husk caused by insect larvae boring holes into 
the cocoa stem, draining energy from the tree and making it vulnerable to fungus and other 
problems like viruses, bacteria, and parasites 
 
Swollen Shoot Disease – Swelling of leaves and shoots; red leaf veins, notably in young 
leaves; chlorotic patches next to leaf veins; chlorotic spots or flecks on leaves mottled, smooth 
pods with reduced beans; mottled coloration on pods; stems may develop swellings at nodes 
or internodes and shoot tips; progressive defoliation may occur ultimately leading to the death 
of the tree. 
 
Underbrush – The ecological habitat made up by all plants that grow beneath the cocoa 
canopy line (made up of bushes, weeds, young trees, soil cover vegetation). 
 
Weeding – Clearing out of unwanted plants from around the cocoa tree. 
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ANNEX 6. Focus group guides 

 

a. Mixed Focus Groups Guide  

 

I. Introduction and Context  
 

1. Overall project context 

Dalberg is a strategy consulting firm hired by the World Cocoa Foundation (WCF) as an 

independent evaluator of the Cocoa Livelihoods Program Phase II (CLP II).  

More specifically, our assignment is to help the World Cocoa Foundation understand the 

impact of its CLP II program, with a final evaluation: 

- clearly establishing the program’s performance in achieving its vision and objectives; 

- providing WCF with data points facilitating the calculation of the final incentive 

payments to individual Matching Grant Partners (MGPs); 

- offering a better understanding of the drivers of impact and adaptations needed to meet 

WCF’s vision of a sustainable and thriving cocoa sector. 

  

2. Purpose of the focus group  

The purpose of this focus group session is primarily to learn more about your experience as 

cocoa and food crops farmers as well as your perception of the Cocoa Livelihoods Program 

Phase II (CLP II).  

 

We would also like to collect any feedback or suggestions you might have for: 

- Matching Grant Partners and services providers to better serve you  

- WCF to better deliver on its mission of a sustainable and thriving cocoa sector. 

 

This focus group session should last around two hours. 

 

3. Confidentiality  

We will synthesize the findings from the different interviews as part of our evaluation report. 

We will not attribute quotes or perspectives directly to you as a participant without asking your 

express permission to do so. 

 

II. Focus Group Questions  
 

1. General information 

Focus group organizers will collect the following general information from each 
participant at the start of the session.  
Names   

Entity (optional)  

Region(s) represented   

Gender   
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Age (optional)   

Crops produced beyond cocoa  

Years of cocoa farming experience   

Telephone number  

 

Focus group facilitators will also organize the: 

(1) Designation of a session president – facilitating the moderation of the discussions. 

(2) Designation of a session rapporteur – facilitating the note taking during the session. 

 

 

2. Section 1: General CLP II information 

 
1.1. Have you heard of the World Cocoa Foundation?  

o If yes, can you tell us more about what the Foundation does?  

o If yes, how did you learn about the World Cocoa Foundation?  

o Did you interact with WCF staff before?  

 

1.2. Do you know WCF’s Cocoa Livelihoods Program? If so, have you known the 

program under a different name? 

 

The CLP II program leverages private sector engagement support to cocoa and food crop 

productivity and marketing through matching grants to WCF company members – 

“matching grant partner (MGP)”. The three key program objectives include: 

(1) Increase farm level cocoa productivity, with a target of 1000kg/ha, including through 

the application of GAP and the distribution of cocoa inputs 

(2) Improve service delivery efficiency, especially when it comes to access to finance, 

planting materials and other inputs 

(3) Improve cocoa farmers resilience – especially through an increase in food crop 

productivity (plantain and cassava). 

 

1.3. Which companies/matching grant partners do you know of/ have you worked with 

in farming cocoa?  

 

1.4. Which companies/matching grantee partners do you know of/ have you worked 

with in farming food crops?  

 

1.5. Did these companies tell you about the Cocoa Livelihoods Program?  

 

 

3. Section 2: Perception of the impact of the CLP II program  

Cocoa GAP training  

[For those who participated in the training, ask the following questions]  
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2.1. How did you hear about the GAP trainings?  

 

2.2. Why did you decide to join the trainings?  

 

2.3. How relevant were the Cocoa GAP training sessions to you? 

o Which aspects of the training did you find most useful? Why?  

 

2.4. How would you assess the quality of those Cocoa GAP training sessions? Why? 

o Excellent quality (highest level of quality) 

o Medium quality (good quality but could be improved) 

o Low quality 

 

2.5. How would you assess the timeliness of those Cocoa GAP training sessions in 

your production cycles? Why? 

 

2.6. Did you find the timing of the training convenient?  

 
2.7. Can you give us examples of changes in farming practices after you received GAP 

trainings?  

 

2.8. Did you experience an increase in cocoa yields after applying GAPs?  

 

2.9. Did you receive any follow-up support from MGPs after the trainings? (coaching 

etc.) 

 

[For those who did not participate in the training, ask the following questions]  

 

2.10. Why did you not participate in GAP trainings?  

 

2.11. Would you like to participate in the trainings in the future? If so, on which aspects 

would you like specific support? 

 
Food crops GAP training  

[For those who grow food crops, ask the following questions]  
2.12. Which food crops do you grow?  

 

2.13. When did you decide to grow food crops?  

 

2.14. Did you get any support from government or companies to grow food crops?  

 

2.15. How did you hear about the GAP trainings for food crops?  

 

2.16. Why did you decide to join the trainings?  
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2.17. How relevant were the food crops GAP training sessions to you? 

o Which aspects of the training did you find most useful? Why?  

o How did you – or how will you - use what you learned in the training recently 

in your farming? 

 

2.18. How would you assess the quality of those food crops GAP training sessions? 

Why? 

o Excellent quality (highest level of quality) 

o Medium quality (good quality but could be improved) 

o Low quality 

 

2.19. How would you assess the timeliness of those food crops GAP training sessions 

in your production cycles? Why? 

o Was the training provided exactly when you need it, or was it too early or too 

late to use directly in the field? 

 

2.20. Did you find the timing of the training convenient?  

 

2.21. Can you give us examples of changes in farming practices after you received GAP 

trainings?  

 

2.22. Did you experience an increase in yield of cassava and/or plantain after adapting 

GAPs?  

 

2.23. Did you receive any follow-ups after the trainings? (coaching etc.) 

 

FBS training (linked to cocoa and/or food crops farming) 

[For those who participated in the training, ask the following questions]  

2.24. How did you hear about the FBS trainings?  

 

2.25. Why did you decide to join the trainings?  

 
2.26. How relevant were the FBS training sessions to you? 

o Which aspects of the training did you find most useful? Why?  

o How did you – or how will you - use what you learned in the training recently 

in your farming? 

 

2.27. How would you assess the quality of those FBS training sessions? Why? 

o Excellent quality (highest level of quality) 

o Medium quality (good quality but could be improved) 

o Low quality 
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2.28. How would you assess the timeliness of those FBS training sessions with your 

activities? Why? 

o Was the training provided exactly when you need it, or was it too early or too 

late to use directly in the field? 

 

2.29. Which aspects of the training did you find most useful? Why?  

 

2.30. Did FBS training make you more entrepreneurial? [Elaborate more – share 

stories]  

 

2.31. Did FBS training provide you with the tools you need to grow your farm and 

generate more income?  

 

[For those who did not participate in the training, ask the following questions]  

 

2.32. Why did you not participate in FBS trainings?  

 

2.33. Would you like to participate in the trainings in the future? If so, on which aspects 

would you like specific support? 

 
Planting materials  

2.34. Where do you get your seedlings from? Why?  

 

2.35. Did the CLP II program help you get better seedlings?  

 

2.36. What are the main challenges you face in getting seedlings?  

 

2.37. What are the main challenges you face in building cocoa nurseries?  

 

2.38. Did the CLP II program help you get fertilizers?  

 

2.39. What are the challenges you face in getting fertilizers?  

 

2.40. Did MGPs teach you composting techniques in the absence of fertilizers?  

 

2.41. What challenges did you face in getting other planting materials?  

 

Farmers resilience  

2.42. Do you mostly depend on revenues from cocoa farming?  

 

2.43. Did CLP II help you have additional revenues sources outside of cocoa farming? 

 If yes, what were they? How did they help you increase your income?  
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2.44. What types of additional support would you appreciate to improve your revenue 

generation capabilities?  

 

Women participation  

 
2.45. How much do you agree with the following statements: Young women in my 

community are willing to cultivate cocoa in the country?  

(Strongly agree, agree, neither agree or disagree/uncertain, disagree, strongly 

disagree) 

o Has it always been that way? Has it changed recently? 

o If it changed recently, what is the reason of that change? 

 

2.46. Did CLP II contribute to increasing women’s participation in the cocoa sector?  

 

2.47. How much do you agree with the following statements: Majority of women 

can access inputs and technology to enhance the production of cocoa. 

(Strongly agree, agree, neither agree or disagree/uncertain, disagree, strongly 

disagree) 

o Has it always been that way? Has it changed recently? 

o If it changed recently, what is the reason of that change? 

 

2.48. Did CLP II empower women to access planting materials to increase 

productivity? 

 

2.49. How much do you agree with the following statement: Most women manage 

their own cocoa farms.  

(Strongly agree, agree, neither agree or disagree/uncertain, disagree, strongly 

disagree) 

o Has it always been that way? Has it changed recently? 

o If it changed recently, what is the reason of that change? 

 
2.50. Did CLP II empower women to manage their own cocoa farms? 

 

2.51. How much do you agree with the following statement: Most women take 

decisions on cocoa production income. 

(Strongly agree, agree, neither agree or disagree/uncertain, disagree, strongly 

disagree) 

o Has it always been that way? Has it changed recently? 

o If it changed recently, what is the reason of that change? 

 

2.52. Did CLP II empower women to make decisions on cocoa production income?  

 

2.53. Did CLP II empower women to access trainings? 
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4. Section 3: Closing 

Thank you very much for your time and the information shared. This workshop has been 

very useful to us.  

 

3.1. Do you have additional feedback, suggestions, information to share?  

 

3.2. Do you have any questions for us?  

 

3.3. Would it be possible for us to reach out to you should we have any follow-up 

questions from this meeting? 
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b. Women-only Focus Groups Guide  
 

I. Introduction and Context  
 

1. Overall project context 

Dalberg is a strategy consulting firm hired by the World Cocoa Foundation (WCF) as an 

independent evaluator of the Cocoa Livelihoods Program Phase II (CLP II).  

More specifically, our assignment is to help the World Cocoa Foundation understand the 

impact of its CLP II program, with a final evaluation: 

- clearly establishing the program’s performance in achieving its vision and objectives; 

- providing WCF with data points facilitating the calculation of the final incentive 

payments to individual Matching Grant Partners (MGPs); 

- offering a better understanding of the drivers of impact and adaptations needed to meet 

WCF’s vision of a sustainable and thriving cocoa sector. 

  

2. Purpose of the focus group  

The purpose of this focus group session is primarily to learn more about your experience as 

cocoa and food crops farmers as well as your perception of the Cocoa Livelihoods Program 

Phase II (CLP II).  

 

We would also like to collect any feedback or suggestions you might have for: 

- Matching Grant Partners and services providers to better serve you  

- WCF to better deliver on its mission of a sustainable and thriving cocoa sector.  

 

This focus group session should last around two hours. 

 

3. Confidentiality  

We will synthesize the findings from the different interviews as part of our evaluation report. 

We will not attribute quotes or perspectives directly to you as a participant without asking your 

express permission to do so. 

 
 

II. Focus Group Questions  
 

4. General information 

Focus group organizers will collect the following general information from each 
participant at the start of the session.  
Names   

Entity (optional)  

Region(s) represented   

Age (optional)   

Years of cocoa farming experience   
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Crops produced beyond cocoa  

Other non-farm economic activities 

engaged (e.g. running a small 

business)  

 

Telephone number  

 

Focus group facilitators will also organize the: 

(1) Designation of a session president – facilitating the moderation of the discussions. 

(2) Designation of a session rapporteur – facilitating the note taking during the session. 

 

 

5. Section 1: General CLP II information 

 

1.1. Have you heard of the World Cocoa Foundation?  

o If yes, can you tell us more about what the Foundation does?  

o If yes, how did you learn about the World Cocoa Foundation?  

o Did you interact with WCF staff before?  

 

1.2. Do you know WCF’s Cocoa Livelihoods Program? If so, have you known the 

program under a different name? 

 

The CLP II program leverages private sector engagement support to cocoa and food crop 

productivity and marketing through matching grants to WCF company members – 

“matching grant partner (MGP)”. The three key program objectives include: 

(4) Increase farm level cocoa productivity, with a target of 1000kg/ha, including through 

the application of GAP and the distribution of cocoa inputs 

(5) Improve service delivery efficiency, especially when it comes to access to finance, 

planting materials and other inputs 

(6) Improve cocoa farmers resilience – especially through an increase in food crop 

productivity (plantain and cassava). 

 

1.3. Which companies/matching grant partners (MGPs) do you know of/ have you 

worked with in farming cocoa?  

 

1.4. Which companies/MGPs do you know of/ have you worked with in farming food 

crops?  

 

1.5. Did these companies tell you about the Cocoa Livelihoods Program?  

 

 

6. Section 2: Perception of the impact of the CLP II program  

Cocoa GAP training  

[For those who participated in the training, ask the following questions]  
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2.1. How did you hear about the GAP trainings?  

 

2.2. Why did you decide to join the trainings?  

 
2.3. How relevant were the Cocoa GAP training sessions to you? 

o Which aspects of the training did you find most useful? Why?  

 

2.4. How would you assess the quality of those Cocoa GAP training sessions? Why? 

o Excellent quality (highest level of quality) 

o Medium quality (good quality but could be improved) 

o Low quality 

 

2.5. How would you assess the timeliness of those Cocoa GAP training sessions in 

your production cycles? Why? 

 

2.6. Did you find the timing of the training convenient?  

 

2.7. Can you give us examples of changes in farming practices after you received GAP 

trainings?  

 

2.8. Did you experience an increase in cocoa yields after applying GAPs?  

 

2.9. Did you receive any follow-up support from MGPs after the trainings? (coaching 

etc.) 

 

[For those who did not participate in the training, ask the following questions]  

 

2.10. Why did you not participate in GAP trainings?  

 

2.11. Would you like to participate in the trainings in the future? If so, on which aspects 

would you like specific support? 

 
Food crops GAP training  

[For those who grow food crops, ask the following questions]  
2.12. Which food crops do you grow?  

 

2.13. When did you decide to grow food crops?  

 

2.14. Did you get any support from government or companies to grow food crops?  

 

2.15. How did you hear about the GAP trainings for food crops?  
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2.16. Why did you decide to join the trainings?  

 
2.17. How relevant were the food crops GAP training sessions to you? 

o Which aspects of the training did you find most useful? Why?  

o How did you – or how will you - use what you learned in the training recently 

in your farming? 

 

2.18. How would you assess the quality of those food crops GAP training sessions? 

Why? 

o Excellent quality (highest level of quality) 

o Medium quality (good quality but could be improved) 

o Low quality 

 

2.19. How would you assess the timeliness of those food crops GAP training sessions 

in your production cycles? Why? 

o Was the training provided exactly when you need it, or was it too early or too 

late to use directly in the field? 

 

2.20. Did you find the timing of the training convenient?  

 

2.21. Can you give us examples of changes in farming practices after you received GAP 

trainings?  

 

2.22. Did you experience an increase in yield of cassava and/or plantain after adapting 

GAPs?  

 

2.23. Did you receive any follow-ups after the trainings? (coaching etc.) 

 

FBS training (linked to cocoa and/or food crops farming) 

[For those who participated in the training, ask the following questions]  

2.24. How did you hear about the FBS trainings?  

 

2.25. Why did you decide to join the trainings?  

 

2.26. How relevant were the FBS training sessions to you? 

o Which aspects of the training did you find most useful? Why?  

o How did you – or how will you - use what you learned in the training recently 

in your farming? 

 

2.27. How would you assess the quality of those FBS training sessions? Why? 

o Excellent quality (highest level of quality) 

o Medium quality (good quality but could be improved) 

o Low quality 
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2.28. How would you assess the timeliness of those FBS training sessions with your 

activities? Why? 

o Was the training provided exactly when you need it, or was it too early or too 

late to use directly in the field? 

 

2.29. Did you find the time of the trainings convenient?  

 

2.30. Did FBS training make you more entrepreneurial? [Elaborate more – share 

stories]  

 

2.31. Did FBS training provide you with the tools you need to grow your farm and 

generate more income?  

 

[For those who did not participate in the training, ask the following questions]  

 

2.32. Why did you not participate in FBS trainings?  

 

2.33. Would you like to participate in the trainings in the future? If so, on which aspects 

would you like specific support? 

 
Planting materials  

2.34. Where do you get your seedlings from? Why?  

 

2.35. Did the CLP II program help you get better seedlings?  

 

2.36. What are the main challenges you face in getting seedlings?  

 

2.37. What are the main challenges you face in building cocoa nurseries?  

 

2.38. Did the CLP II program help you get fertilizers?  

 

2.39. What challenges do you face in getting fertilizers?  

 

2.40. Did MGPs teach you composting techniques in the absence of fertilizers?  

 

2.41. What challenges did you face in getting other planting materials?  

 

Farmers resilience and access to credit  

2.42. Do you mostly depend on revenues from cocoa farming?  

 

2.43. Did CLP II help you have additional revenues sources outside of cocoa farming? 

 If yes, what were they? How did they help you increase your income?  
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2.44. What types of additional support would you appreciate to improve your revenue 

generation capabilities?  

 
2.45. Did CLP II make it easier for you to access credit?  

 

2.46. Did CLP II empower you to make decisions for borrowing the money and what to 

do with it?  

 

2.47. What are the challenges you face in accessing credit?  

 
Perception of women in the cocoa farming communities 

2.48. How much do you agree with the following statement: Young women in my 

community are willing to cultivate cocoa in the country?  

(Strongly agree, agree, neither agree or disagree/uncertain, disagree, strongly 

disagree) 

o Has it always been that way? Has it changed recently? 

o If it changed recently, what is the reason of that change? 

 

2.49. How much do you agree with the following statement: Majority of women can 

access inputs and technology to enhance the production of cocoa. 

(Strongly agree, agree, neither agree or disagree/uncertain, disagree, strongly 

disagree) 

o Has it always been that way? Has it changed recently? 

o If it changed recently, what is the reason of that change? 

 

2.50. How much do you agree with the following statement: Most women manage 

their own cocoa farms.  

(Strongly agree, agree, neither agree or disagree/uncertain, disagree, strongly 

disagree) 

o Has it always been that way? Has it changed recently? 

o If it changed recently, what is the reason of that change? 

 

2.51. How much do you agree with the following statement: Most women take 

decisions on cocoa production income. 

(Strongly agree, agree, neither agree or disagree/uncertain, disagree, strongly 

disagree) 

o Has it always been that way? Has it changed recently? 

o If it changed recently, what is the reason of that change? 

 
Role of women in decision making around production and income 

2.52. How much input did you have in making decisions about the following, in the last 

12 months?  
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(No input or input in few decisions, input into some decisions, input into most 

of decisions or all decisions) 

o Food crop farming 

o Cash crop farming 

o Non-farm economic activities (running a small business, self-employment, 

etc.) 

o Wage/salary employment 

 

2.53. Has your level of input in decision making around farming, economic activities 

and employment always been that way or has it changed? 

o If it changed recently, what is the reason of that change? 

 

2.54. How much input did you have in decisions on the use of income generated from 

the following in the last 12 months?  

(No input or input in few decisions, input into some decisions, input into most 

of decisions or all decisions) 

o Food crop farming 

o Cash crop farming 

o Non-farm economic activities (running a small business, self-employment, 

etc.) 

o Wage/salary employment 

 

2.55. Has your level of input in decisions on the use of income always been that way or 

has it changed recently?  

o If it changed recently, what is the reason of that change? 

 

2.56. Who makes the decision about what to do with the money borrowed from formal 

lender (bank or financial institution), informal lender, NGO, friends, relatives, 

group-based micro-finance or lending organizations, etc.? 

o Self 

o Spouse 

o Other members in the household 

o Other non-household member 

 

2.57. Has your level of input in decisions on the use of money borrowed always been 

that way or has it changed recently?  

o If it changed recently, what is the reason of that change? 

 

2.58. Did CLP II empower you to take decisions regarding:  

o Getting inputs for cocoa farming  

o Getting inputs for food crops farming  

o Types of food crops to grow 

o Taking crops to market (or not) 
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o Income you generated  

o Household expenditures (house appliances, food for daily consumption, etc.) 

 
7. Section 3: Closing 

Thank you very much for your time and the information shared. This workshop has been 

very useful to us.  

 

3.4. Do you have additional feedback, suggestions, information to share?  

 

3.5. Do you have any questions for us?  

 

3.6. Would it be possible for us to reach out to you should we have any follow-up 

questions from this meeting? 
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ANNEX 7. Interview guides 

 

a. Interview guide for MGPs  

 

I. Introduction and Context  
 

1. Overall project context 

Dalberg is a strategy consulting firm hired by the World Cocoa Foundation (WCF) as an 

independent evaluator of the Cocoa Livelihoods Program Phase II (CLP II).  

More specifically, our assignment is to help the World Cocoa Foundation understand the 

impact of its CLP II program, with a final evaluation: 

- clearly establishing the program’s performance in achieving its vision and objectives; 

- providing WCF with data points facilitating the calculation of the final incentive 

payments to individual Matching Grant Partners (MGPs); 

- offering a better understanding of the drivers of impact and adaptations needed to meet 

WCF’s vision of a sustainable and thriving cocoa sector. 

  

2. Purpose of the interview 

The purpose of this interview is primarily to learn more about your experience and perception 

of the Cocoa Livelihoods Program Phase II (CLP II).  

 

We would also like to collect any feedback or suggestions you might have for: 

- the upcoming data collection phase with key stakeholders in Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana and 

Nigeria; 

- WCF as a whole, to better deliver on its mission of a sustainable and thriving cocoa 

sector. 

 

This interview should last around one hour. 

 

3. Confidentiality  

Please be assured that the data collected through this process is confidential and will not be 

seen by anyone outside of the Dalberg evaluation team and the WCF project team – including 

Paul Macek, Aaron Mead-Long, Edwin Afari, Michael Matarasso and Sofia Tenorio-Fenton.  

 

With regard to external distribution of the evaluation findings, we will synthesize the findings 

from final evaluation the different interviews as part of our evaluation report. We will not 

attribute quotes or perspectives directly to you as a participant without asking your express 

permission to do so. 
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II. Interview Questions  
1. Identification 

Name  
Title  
Email and phone number  
Years at [Company Name]  

 
2. Section 1: General information 

 

1.6. How long have you personally been involved in the CLP program? 

 
 

3. Section 2: Perception of CLP II’s impact on the cocoa sector and 

farmers’ livelihoods in Cote d’Ivoire, Ghana, and Nigeria  

Outcome incentive model and reporting  

The outcome incentive model puts the emphasis on results instead of processes and forces 

project goals to be explicit, measurable and achievable.  

 

2.1. To what extent do you think incentives motivated your company to do the work 

required? 

 

2.2. To what extent do you think you made progress on the three target incentive 

objectives?  

o Percentage of farmers demonstrating good or excellent skills in applying GAPs to 

the production of cassava and/or plantain (e.g. planting practices, harvest 

practices, weeding, shading, variety usage, soil erosion, and soil health, etc.)?  

o Percentage of farmers adopting good or excellent sanitary pruning practices of 

cocoa trees increased? 

o Percentage of farmers growing improved varieties of plantain and/or cassava 

increased 

 

2.3. What were the key success drivers for achieving this progress?  

 

2.4. What were the challenges that hindered your progress towards achieving the 

targets? 

 

2.5. Have you reported concerns about achieving the targets for WCF before?  

o If so, did WCF address these concerns?  

We understand that it can be difficult for industry partners to incorporate a food crop 
component into their on-the-ground cocoa activities. The outcome incentive model was set 
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up to only pay MGPs if they are able to succeed in assisting farmers to improve food crop 
productivity.  

2.6. What has your experience been supporting farmers to increase their 

plantain/cassava production?  

o What type of support have you provided to farmers? 

 

4. Section 3: Preliminary hypotheses on the impact that CLP II achieved  

[Ask the interviewee to quantify the impact as much as possible and give examples]  

 

3.1. To what extent do you think CLP II has achieved its first objective of increasing 

farm-level productivity to reach 1,000 kg/ha? 

 

3.2. To what extent was the target of 1,000 kg/ha reached for Cohort 1 farmers at 

your level? 

 

3.3. To what extent do you think CLP II has achieved its second objective of 

improved service delivery efficiency with a focus on long-term, farm-level cocoa 

productivity increase? 

o Trees replacement  

o Access to financial services  

o Cooperative membership  

 

3.4. To what extent do you think CLP II has achieved its third objective of improving 

farmers' resiliency? 

o Increase in productivity of food crops  

o Increase in % of farmers who are growing target food crops 

o Increase in food crop marketing  

o Increase farmers’ income from food crops  

 

3.5. To what extent do you think CLP’s approach to promoting food crops via 

company programs led to greater household resilience? 

 

3.6. Can you give examples of CLP II approaches that you think have worked the best? 

What were the success factors/drivers?  

[The interviewee can ask follow-up questions]:  

o Organizational drivers  

o Technical drivers  

o Financial drivers  

o Other drivers 
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3.7. Have you adopted new technologies or innovative approaches in delivering CLP 

II activities?  

o Can you share with us examples of innovative approaches your company has 

taken?  

o Can you give examples of other innovative approaches adopted in the cocoa 

sector and food crops farming that other companies or organizations have 

adopted?  

 

5. Section 4: Preliminary hypotheses on the impact of CLP II at a systemic 

level  

 

4.1. To what extent do you think CLP II has supported private sector actors like 

yourself?  

 

4.2. To what extent do you think CLP II has increased women's participation in the 

cocoa sector? 

[The interviewee can ask follow-up questions]:  

o Did CLP II contribute to increasing women's willingness to cultivate cocoa? 

o Did CLP II contribute to improving women's access to inputs and technology 

to enhance cocoa production? 

o Did CLP II empower women to manage their own cocoa farms and take 

decisions on cocoa production income? 

 

4.3. To what extent do you think CLP II has helped you work more closely with 

government partners?  

o  Did WCF help facilitate conversations around developing alternative sources 

of planting material, such as through private sector suppliers? 

o Did CLP II offer additional opportunities to work more closely with 

government partners? 

 

6. Section 5: Your experience and perception of WCF and CLP II  

 
Involvement in the CLP II program 

5.1.  Did you have initiatives already in place to improve smallholder farmers in the cocoa 
sector before participating in CLP II?  

o If yes, which ones? 

o How did you leverage those initiatives in CLP II?  

 
5.2. When providing services to farmers (e.g. training, inputs, etc.), do you make it clear 

for farmers which support services are your company’s and which ones are CLP 
interventions?  
 

5.3. How did you deliver the GAP and farm management training?  
[The interviewee can ask follow-up questions]:  
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o Did you use existing training materials?  

o Did you develop your own training?  

o Were the training part of existing company’s initiatives or were they CLP 

training? 

 
5.4. Did you collaborate with other organizations to develop and deliver the training?  

o If yes, with whom did you collaborate?  

 
5.5. Did you face any challenges in delivering the training?  

 
5.6. Did you take any measures to improve women’s participation in training activities? 

o If yes, what were they? What were the results observed?  

o If not, why?  

 
General perception of the move from the CLP I to the CLP II program 

One of the main objectives of CLP II was to increase the participation of Matching Grant 

Partners (MGPs) in CLP activities - moving from strategic support in Phase I to direct 

implementation in Phase II. 

 

5.7. To what extent do you think Phase II achieved this goal?  
 

5.8. To what extent do you think CLP II scaled-up best practices and models from CLP 
I?  

o Can you share example (s) of these practices and models?  

 
5.9. What were the main adjustments made in the program? 

 
5.10.  What results did these adjustments have on production and farmers’ livelihoods?  

 
5.11. To what extent have adopted and/or identified new technologies or innovative 

approaches in delivering CLP II activities?  
o Can you share examples of new technologies/innovative approaches your 

company has adopted?  

o Can you give examples of other innovative approaches adopted in the cocoa 

sector and food crops farming that other companies or organizations have 

adopted?  

Perception of the technical and coordination support from WCF  

5.12. Have you received any technical and coordination support from WCF for the 
implementation of CLP II activities?  
 

If you did receive technical and coordination support from WCF: 

 

5.13. What type of support have you received? Can you give us examples?  

[The interviewee can ask follow-up questions, bringing examples of support 

services]:  

o Technical support during the design of program intervention  
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o Technical support and oversight throughout implementation  

o WCF management of technical contractors and consultants to support MGPs in 

technical areas including gender outreach, food crops, and M&E 

 

5.14. Did you receive the necessary support to include gender outreach in your program?  

[The interviewee can ask follow-up questions]:  

o Did WCF help you carry out capacity assessments?  

o Did WCF help you develop gender outreach tools and guidelines (gender toolbox)? 

o Did WCF facilitate country workshops on gender issues?  

o Did WCF help you integrate gender strategies within your operations?  

 

5.15. Did you find the technical support received useful?  

o How did WCF’s support help you achieve your targets?  

 

7. Section 6: Closing 

Thank you very much for your time and the information shared. This meeting has been very 
useful to us. Our next steps include: 

• Sharing an aggregated version of the insights from all the MGPs reached  

• Launching the data collection phase in the field 

• Organizing another webinar with all the MGPs to present and collect your feedback on 

the preliminary findings and recommendations to WCF from this evaluation exercise. 

 

6.1. Would it be possible to collect the following documents? 

o Reports to WCF on outcome incentive targets  

o Reports on farmers who received training, inputs, etc.  

o Other relevant quantitative data  

 

6.2. Do you have additional feedback, suggestions, information to share?  

 

6.3. Do you have any questions for us?  

 

6.4. Would it be possible for us to reach out to you should we have any follow-up 

questions from this meeting? 

 

 
Note: we will customize questions to each MGPs based on desk research and 
information collected during the MGP webinar. Below are examples of specific 
questions we will be asking each MGP to get a better understanding of their 
experience and more importantly the challenges they have faced in 
implementing the CLP II program.  
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MGP Service Questions 

Cote 
d’Ivoire 
MGP 1 

Cocoa GAP 
training 

How was your experience partnering with Côte d’Ivoire MGP 3 in providing GAP 
training to farmers? What were the key lessons learned from this partnership? Is 
the partnership with Côte d’Ivoire MGP 3 still going on or was it a one-year 
program?  

Cocoa FBS 
training 

How was your experience partnering with the GIZ in setting up FBS training 
sessions which are delivered by Cote d’Ivoire MGP 1’s agronomists? How long 
was the partnership? What support did you get from GIZ? Did you face any 
challenges in working with GIZ?  

Inputs: 
fertilizers and 
agrochemicals 

To what extent do you think your cash and credit-based scheme, in which you are 
delivering both fertilizers and agrochemical products, has been successful? What 
is innovative about this approach?  

Food crops - 
plantain 

What do you think of the training that the Program Management Unit (PMU) 
provided to your agronomists on a new production technique that increases 
plantain crop density? Would you like to get more training like this?  

Nigeria 
MGP 1 

Inputs: 
seedlings  

In distributing seedlings to farmers, you have established community nurseries. 
Was this approach successful? How did you engage community members to be 
part of the process (e.g. provide their own land and labor, manage the nurseries, 
etc.)? 

Fertilizers  You have been training farmers in compost preparation as an alternative to the 
unavailability of chemical/inorganic fertilizer in the country. Was this approach 
successful? Were you able to scale the model to reach more farmers? If not, why?  

Food crops - 
cassava 

Nigeria MGP 1 assisted farmers to receive improved cassava sticks which are 
varieties recommended by IITA. Have you observed an increase in the number of 
farmers adopting CLP approved varieties?  

Cote 
d’Ivoire 
MGP 2 

Cocoa GAP 
training 

How has experience been developing a network of over 1,000 coaches to provide 
support to farmers? What were the key lessons learned from the process of 
recruiting and training these coaches?  

FBS training  You had a delay in providing FBS training. You started in 2017 instead of 2016. 
How has your experience been so far? Have you faced any challenges?  

Cocoa planting 
material 

Cote d’Ivoire MGP 2’s planting material model has attracted a lot of attention as 
a successful model. You have coordinated a partnership that brings together the 
SPU, ANADER, and farmer cooperatives. Can you tell us a little bit more about 
the model? What were the key lessons learned What makes it successful? 

Food crops  One of the challenges you have faced in the past was the severe drought observed 
in most of your operating areas, which seriously impacted the implementation of 
food crop activities at the farm level. As a result, very few farmers showed a 
commitment to put in place individual food crop farms after taking part in the 
training. Have you faced that same challenge recently? What measures have you 
put in place to overcome this challenge?  

Gender  Has your training of government extension agents in the use of the image boxes 
to sensitize both men and women farmers on household approaches for gender 
equity been successful? Is yes, what were the major changes you have observed 
after the training? If not, what were the key challenges to achieving the desired 
impact?  

Côte 
d’Ivoire 
MGP 3 

Cocoa GAP 
training  

How was your experience partnering with Côte d’Ivoire MGP 1 in providing GAP 
training to farmers? What were the key lessons learned from this partnership? Is 
the partnership with Côte d’Ivoire MGP 1  still going on or was it a one-year 
program? 

Cocoa FBS 
training  

In 2017, Côte d’Ivoire MGP 3 did not have FBS training included as part of the 
services provided through the cocoa village centers.  
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Food crops  One of the challenges you have faced in the past was the severe drought observed 
in most of your operating areas, which seriously impacted the implementation of 
food crop activities at the farm level. As a result, very few farmers showed a 
commitment to put in place individual food crop farms after taking part in the 
training. Have you faced that same challenge recently? What measures have you 
put in place to overcome this challenge?  

Côte 
d’Ivoire 
MGP 4 

FBS training  Côte d’Ivoire MGP 4 had an agreement with GIZ to train ANADER staff to 
provide FBS training at a village level to organized groups of 30 farmers. How 
successful was the partnership? How long did it last? What were the key lessons 
learned from the partnership? Did you face any challenges?  

Food crops – 
GAP training  

Côte d’Ivoire MGP 4 used the Digital Green (DG) tools for the development of a 
cassava GAP video. Can you tell us a little bit more about the Digital Green tools? 
Were they successful? If not, why?  

Gender  Did you find PMU’s training on gender useful? Do your current interventions for 
the coops and communities include gender equity interventions?  

Côte 
d’Ivoire 
MGP 5 

FBS training  We understand that you modified the FBS curriculum as part of your “Farming 
as a Business” approach to train trainers and farmers. What are the main 
adjustments you have made to the training? Why? what changes/results have 
you observed amongst trained farmers?  

Food crops – 
planting 
material  

In the past, you had to re-schedule training due to the high cost of planting 
material in the markets. Have you faced that challenge more recently? What 
measures have you put in place to overcome this challenge?  

Ghana 
MGP 1 

Fertilizers  In partnership with the International Fertilizer Development Center (IFDC) and 
Ghana MGP 4, you implemented Integrated Soil Fertility Management 
demonstration plots to show farmers better soil management approach on four 
treatment plots namely:  

• T1-Farmers practice area 

• T2-Hybrid Cocoa+ Compost + Mineral Fertilizer+ Local adaptation 

• T3-Hybrid cocoa + Recommended rate of mineral fertilizer+ local 
adaptation 

• T4-Compost/Organic Manure 1,000kg/ha  
Was this approach successful? How long was the partnership for? What were the 
key lessons learned from the partnership? Did you face any challenges in 
implementing the Soil Fertility Management demonstration?  

Ghana 
MGP 2 

Cocoa Gap 
training  

You employed Community Extension Agents (CEAs) from the Ghana Cocoa 
Board (COCOBOD) to train the farmers at the community level. How has your 
experience working with COCOBOD been? Have you faced any challenges in 
working together?  

Cocoa planting 
material  

You were testing a seedling production system in partnership with Tree Global 
on a commercial basis. This aims to ensure that farmers develop a business 
approach to cocoa farming by prioritizing the procurement of planting materials 
as a key investment activity. Was the system implemented? If yes, has it been 
successful? If not, why? One of the challenges with this model is whether farmers 
are willing to pay 4 cedis ($1) per seedling compared to the government’s free 
seedling distribution program. Is that challenge still true? If not, how did you 
overcome it?  

Fertilizers  Ghana MGP 2 distributes fertilizer to farmers through an input credit scheme 
operated with cocoa certification premium as guaranteed payments. How 
successful has the credit scheme been? One of the challenges that were identified 
in the past is that some of the CLP farmers also access fertilizer through the Free 
Fertilizer program by COCOBOD. Have you faced that challenge in 
implementing the inputs credits scheme?  
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Ghana 
MGP 3 

Cocoa GAP 
training  

In the past, you employed Community Extension Agents (CEAs) from the Ghana 
Cocoa Board (COCOBOD) to train the farmers at the community level. Do you 
still do that? How has your experience working with COCOBOD been?  

Fertilizers  We understand that you distribute fertilizers to farmers slightly below market 
price through the Ghana MGP 3 input shops (also known as Cocoa Business 
Shops) established in the districts of your operational areas. Have you made any 
adjustments to the model for the past 1-2 years? What has your experience been 
so far? Do all the farmers buy fertilizers from you? Have you faced any 
challenges?  

 We understand that you have transferred the Soilless plantain Sucker 
Multiplication Technology to farmers. Have you seen an improvement in 
farmers’ soil management practices? Have you received other training from the 
Program Management Unit (PMU) that you found useful and transferred to 
farmers in your cocoa districts?  
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b. Interview guide for ANADER  

 

I. Introduction and Context  
 

1. Overall project context 

Dalberg is a strategy consulting firm hired by the World Cocoa Foundation (WCF) as an 

independent evaluator of the Cocoa Livelihoods Program Phase II (CLP II).  

More specifically, our assignment is to help the World Cocoa Foundation understand the 

impact of its CLP II program, with a final evaluation: 

- clearly establishing the program’s performance in achieving its vision and objectives; 

- providing WCF with data points facilitating the calculation of the final incentive 

payments to individual Matching Grant Partners (MGPs); 

- offering a better understanding of the drivers of impact and adaptations needed to meet 

WCF’s vision of a sustainable and thriving cocoa sector. 

  

2. Purpose of the interview 

The purpose of this interview is primarily to learn more about your experience and perception 

of the Cocoa Livelihoods Program Phase II (CLP II).  

 

We would also like to collect: 

- Any relevant information on the cocoa sector in Cote d’Ivoire; especially any 

information on national plans for increasing cocoa productivity and improving 

smallholder farmers’ livelihoods;  

- Any feedback or suggestions you might have for WCF as a whole, to better deliver on 

its mission of a sustainable and thriving cocoa sector. 

 

This interview should last around one hour. 

 

II. Interview Questions  
 

1. Identification 

Name  

Title  

Email and phone number  

 

2. Section 1: General information 

 

1.1. How familiar are you with the World Cocoa Foundation’s Cocoa Livelihoods 

Program in Cote d’Ivoire?  

 

1.2. To what extent has ANADER been involved in the CLP II program? 
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1.3. Has ANADER been involved in other WCF initiatives? If so, which ones? 

 

 

3. Section 2: Overview of ANADER’s current activities and plans to grow 

the cocoa sector in Cote d’Ivoire 

 

Cote d’Ivoire is the world’s largest producer of cocoa beans with close to 2 million tons of 

cocoa produced in 2017. Cocoa is a pillar of the economy of Cote d’ Ivoire with exports worth 

over $5 billion in 2017.  

 

2.1. Given that context, what are ANADER’s main priorities for the cocoa sector in 

the next 5 years?  

 

2.2. One of ANADER’s objectives is to improve the livelihoods of cocoa farmers. What 

policies and measures do you have in place to protect cocoa farmers against 

potential decreases in international cocoa prices? 

 

We understand that ANADER has various programs to develop a sustainable cocoa sector, 

namely “Programme national d’intensification de la lute contre la maladie du Swolen 

Shoot”, “Appui à la revitalization de la cocoa culture/vision for change”. “ferme modele 

2020 de regeneration cacaoyère avec les cooperatives”, etc.  

 

2.3. Which programs do you think have been the most successful over these past few 

years, and why? 

 

2.4. Which programs have been less successful over these past few years, and why? 

 

2.5. What are the measures that ANADER is taking to improve farmers’ incomes and 

living conditions in cocoa-growing communities?  

 

2.6. What have been the major ANADER initiatives to improve cocoa productivity, 

particularly given small farm sizes and shifts in climatic conditions?  

 

2.7. As farmers grow older, a new generation of cocoa farmers is needed. Does 

ANADER have programs to attract young farmers to the cocoa sector? Do you use 

innovative technologies to attract youth?  

 

2.8. Does ANADER have programs/initiatives to increase women's participation in 

the cocoa sector?  

o Increasing women's willingness to cultivate cocoa 

o Improving women's access to inputs and technology to enhance cocoa 

production 
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o Empowering women to manage their own cocoa farms and take decisions on 

cocoa production income 

 

2.9. What are other persistent challenges and emerging concerns for the cocoa sector 

in Cote d’Ivoire?  

 

 

4. Section 3: Perception of the impact of the Cocoa Livelihoods Program 

Phase II in Cote d’Ivoire 

 
3.1. To what extent to do you think the CLP II program served as a learning and 

sharing avenue to public entities for the improvement of service delivery to cocoa 

farmers (including extension, planting materials, and inputs)? 

 

3.2. Do you find it more effective to channel training to organized farmers involved in 

the CLP II program (versus other farmers)?  

 

3.3. To what extent do you think CLP II has introduced innovative approaches to 

increasing cocoa productivity?  

 

5. Section 4: Perception of past and current collaborations with WCF and 

MGPs 

 

We understand that you had some extension agents trained by GIZ under an agreement that 

one of the MGP team had with GIZ to provide FBS training at a village level to organized 

groups of farmers. 

4.1. To what extent do you think this partnership was successful? 

 

4.2. What were the success drivers of this partnership?  

 

4.3. What results have you observed amongst farmers you trained?  

 

4.4. Have you faced any challenges in delivering FBS training to farmers?  

 

We also learned that you worked with ICRAF in delivering food crops training to farmers.  

 

4.5. To what extent do you think this partnership was successful?  

 

4.6. What were the success drivers of this partnership?  

 
 

4.7. What results have you observed amongst farmers you trained?  
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4.8. Have you faced any challenges in delivering food crops training to farmers?  

 

You also had a partnership with another MGP to empower women in cocoa communities.  

 

4.9. To what extent do you think this partnership was successful?  

 

4.10. What were the success drivers of this partnership?  

 

4.11. Have you seen an increase in women's participation in the cocoa sector and an 

improvement in women’s decision making in these communities?  

 

4.12. What else could be done to empower women to generate more income, become 

more resilient, and be engaged in decision making in their households and 

communities?  

 

 

6. Section 5: Recommendations for future programs of the World Cocoa 

Foundation 

 
WCF’s vision is to create a sustainable and thriving cocoa sector – where farmers prosper, 
cocoa-growing communities are empowered, human rights are respected, and the 
environment is conserved. 
 

5.1. Based on your experience partnering with WCF, what would you recommend to 

WCF as they think about adjusting CLP II or possibly creating a new program to 

achieve WCF’s vision?  

 

5.2. In that recommended scenario, what role would you foresee ANADER to play? 

 
5.3. What should WCF do to make sure that its programs continue to align with the 

government’s priorities and complement existing government initiatives?  

 
7. Section 6: Closing 

Thank you very much for your time and the information shared. This meeting has been very 

useful to us.  

 

6.5. Do you have additional feedback, suggestions, information to share?  

 

6.6. Do you have any questions for us?  

 

6.7. Would it be possible for us to reach out to you should we have any follow-up 

questions from this meeting? 
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c. Interview guide for Conseil du Café Cacao  

 

I. Introduction and Context  
 

1. Overall project context 

Dalberg is a strategy consulting firm hired by the World Cocoa Foundation (WCF) as an 

independent evaluator of the Cocoa Livelihoods Program Phase II (CLP II).  

More specifically, our assignment is to help the World Cocoa Foundation understand the 

impact of its CLP II program, with a final evaluation: 

- clearly establishing the program’s performance in achieving its vision and objectives; 

- providing WCF with data points facilitating the calculation of the final incentive 

payments to individual Matching Grant Partners (MGPs); 

- offering a better understanding of the drivers of impact and adaptations needed to meet 

WCF’s vision of a sustainable and thriving cocoa sector. 

  

2. Purpose of the interview 

The purpose of this interview is primarily to learn more about your experience and perception 

of the Cocoa Livelihoods Program Phase II (CLP II).  

 

We would also like to collect: 

- Any relevant information on the cocoa sector in Cote d’Ivoire; especially any 

information on national plans for increasing cocoa productivity and improving 

smallholder farmers’ livelihoods;  

- Any feedback or suggestions you might have for WCF as a whole, to better deliver on 

its mission of a sustainable and thriving cocoa sector. 

 

This interview should last around one hour. 

 
II. Interview Questions  

 
1. Identification 

Name  

Title  

Email and phone number  

 

 

2. Section 1: General information 

 
1.1. How familiar are you with the World Cocoa Foundation’s Cocoa Livelihoods 

Program in Cote d’Ivoire, Nigeria, and Ghana?  

 

1.2. To what extent has CCC been involved in the CLP II program? 
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1.3. Has CCC been involved in other WCF initiatives? If so, which ones? 

 

 

3. Section 2: Overview of CCC’s current activities and plans to grow the 

cocoa sector in Cote d’Ivoire 

 

Cote d’Ivoire is the world’s largest producer of cocoa beans with close to 2 million tons of 

cocoa produced in 2017. Cocoa is a pillar of the economy of Cote d’ Ivoire with exports worth 

over $5 billion in 2017.  

 

2.1. Does CCC have cocoa production targets for Cote d’Ivoire for the next 5-10 

years? If so, what is the progress to date towards these targets? 

 

2.2. Given that context, what are CCC’s main priorities for the next 5 years?  

 

2.3. One of CCC’s tasks is to keep prices stabilized as well as ensure that at least 60% 

of the international price for cocoa is reverted to farmers. What policies and 

measures do you have in place to protect cocoa farmers against potential 

decreases in international cocoa prices? 

 

We understand that CCC is responsible for:  

o Cocoa sector regulation  

o Marketing of cocoa beans and cocoa products 

o Cocoa quality assurance 

o Price control  

o Research and training. 

 

2.4. Which services/initiatives do you think have been the most successful these past 

few years and why? 

 

2.5. Which services/initiatives have been less successful these past few years and 

why? 

 

2.6. What measures do you have in place to ensure timely distribution of good quality 

planting materials?  

 

2.7. How do you engage with CLP II Matching Grant Partners (MGPs) when 

disseminating planting materials? Why?  

 

2.8. What are the measures that CCC is taking to improve farmers’ incomes and living 

conditions in cocoa-growing communities?  
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2.9. What have been the major initiatives at the CCC level to improve cocoa 

productivity, particularly given small farm sizes and shifts in climatic conditions?  

 

2.10. As farmers grow older, a new generation of cocoa farmers is needed. Does CCC 

have programs to attract young farmers to the cocoa sector? Do you use 

innovative technologies to attract youth?  

 

2.11. Does CCC have programs/initiatives to increase women's participation in the 

cocoa sector?  

o Increasing women's willingness to cultivate cocoa 

o Improving women's access to inputs and technology to enhance cocoa 

production 

o Empowering women to manage their own cocoa farms and take decisions on 

cocoa production income 

 

2.12. What are other persistent challenges and emerging concerns for the cocoa sector 

in Cote d’Ivoire?  

 

 

4. Section 3: Perception of the impact of the Cocoa Livelihoods Program 

Phase II in Cote d’Ivoire 

 
3.1. To what extent to do you think the CLP II program served as a learning and 

sharing avenue to public entities for the improvement of service delivery to cocoa 

farmers (including extension, planting materials, and inputs)? 

 

3.2. Do you find it more effective to channel training to organized farmers involved 

in the CLP II program (versus other farmers)?  

 

3.3. To what extent do you think CLP II has introduced innovative approaches to 

increasing cocoa productivity?  

 

5. Section 4: Perception of past and current collaborations with WCF and 

MGPs 

 

In 2015, WCF signed CocoaAction with CCC, under “quantite-qualite-croissance (2QC)” 

national strategy program, to make planting material more readily available to the MGPs. 

The partnership has been successful in increasing the number of CLP farmers receiving 

planting material and the number of seedlings received has also increased.  

 

4.1. What were the success drivers of this partnership?  
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WCF, through its Cocoa Livelihoods Program and CocoaAction, centralized the request for 

planting material to the national Seed production Units (SPUs). The SPUs were able to most 

of the MGP needs in Cote d’Ivoire, but not all of it.  

 

4.2. What could be done better in the future to improve farmers’ access to planting 

materials?  

 

4.3. How has your overall experience been collaborating with WCF and its partners? 

o What did you gain from working with WCF and its partners?  

o Have you faced any challenges working with WCF and its partners?  

 

 

6. Section 5: Recommendations for future programs of the World Cocoa 

Foundation 

 
WCF’s vision is to create a sustainable and thriving cocoa sector – where farmers prosper, 
cocoa-growing communities are empowered, human rights are respected, and the 
environment is conserved. 
 

5.4. Based on your experience partnering with WCF, what would you recommend to 

WCF as they think about adjusting CLP II or possibly creating a new program to 

achieve WCF’s vision?  

 

5.5. In that recommended scenario, what role would you foresee CCC to play? 

 
5.6. What should WCF do to make sure that its programs continue to align with the 

government’s priorities and complement existing government initiatives?  

 
 

7. Section 6: Closing 

Thank you very much for your time and the information shared. This meeting has been very 

useful to us.  

 

6.8. Do you have additional feedback, suggestions, information to share?  

 

6.9. Do you have any questions for us?  

 

6.10. Would it be possible for us to reach out to you should we have any follow-up 

questions from this meeting? 
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d. Interview guide for COCOBOD  

 

I. Introduction and Context  
 

1. Overall project context 

Dalberg is a strategy consulting firm hired by the World Cocoa Foundation (WCF) as an 

independent evaluator of the Cocoa Livelihoods Program Phase II (CLP II).  

More specifically, our assignment is to help the World Cocoa Foundation understand the 

impact of its CLP II program, with a final evaluation: 

- clearly establishing the program’s performance in achieving its vision and objectives; 

- providing WCF with data points facilitating the calculation of the final incentive 

payments to individual Matching Grant Partners (MGPs); 

- offering a better understanding of the drivers of impact and adaptations needed to meet 

WCF’s vision of a sustainable and thriving cocoa sector. 

  

2. Purpose of the interview 

The purpose of this interview is primarily to learn more about your experience and perception 

of the Cocoa Livelihoods Program Phase II (CLP II).  

 

We would also like to collect: 

- Any relevant information on the cocoa sector in Ghana; especially any information on 

national plans for increasing cocoa productivity and improving smallholder farmers’ 

livelihoods;  

- Any feedback or suggestions you might have for WCF as a whole, to better deliver on 

its mission of a sustainable and thriving cocoa sector. 

 

This interview should last around one hour. 

 

 
II. Interview Questions  

 
1. Identification 

 
Name  

Title  

Email and phone number  

 

2. Section 1: General information 

 
1.1. To what extent are you aware of the CLP II program activities in Ghana? 

 

1.2. To what extent has COCOBOD been involved in WCF’s CLP II program?  
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1.3. Has COCOBOD been involved in other WCF initiatives? If so, which ones? 

 

 

3. Section 2: Overview of COCOBOD’s current activities and plans to grow 

the cocoa sector in Ghana 

 

Ghana is the world’s second-largest cocoa producer with over 880,000 tons of cocoa 

produced in 2017. Cocoa plays an important role in the economy of Ghana, employing over 

800,000 farmers and generating over $2 billion in foreign exchange. It was also announced 

that Ghana has a production target of 1.6 million tons of cocoa by 2026.  

 

2.1. Do you think Ghana is on track to achieving its target by 2026? 

o If so, what are the key success factors? 

o If not, what are the key challenges that are hindering growth? 

 

2.2. With that national context in mind, what are the key priorities for COCOBOD in 

the next 5 years?  

 

COCOBOD and its subsidiaries and divisions are involved in several services in the cocoa 

sector, including:  

o Marketing of cocoa beans and cocoa products 

o Cocoa Quality Assurance 

o Evacuation/transportation 

o Research and training 

o Crop diseases & pest control 

o Crop rehabilitation projects 

o Farmer Extension Services 

 

2.3. Which services/initiatives do you think have been the most successful these past 

few years and why? 

 

2.4. Which services/initiatives have been less successful these past few years and 

why? 

 

2.5. What measures do you have in place to ensure timely distribution of good quality 

planting materials?  

 

2.6. How do you engage with CLP II Matching Grant Partners (MGPs) when 

disseminating planting materials? Why? 

 

2.7. Delays in fertilizers’ distribution to matching grant partners and subcontractors, 

then eventually to farmers were identified as key challenges. What measures are 
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being put into place to reduce those delays and match the agricultural calendars 

with the timely reception of good quality planting materials?  

 

2.8. At the COCOBOD level, what measures are in place to ensure that farmers’ 

revenues from the sale of cocoa are not affected by the drop in cocoa prices on 

the international market? 

 

2.9. At the COCOBOD level, what have been the major initiatives to support the 

improvement of cocoa productivity, particularly given small farm sizes and shifts 

in climatic conditions?  

 

2.10. As farmers grow older, a new generation of cocoa farmers is needed. Does 

COCOBOD have programs to attract young farmers to the cocoa sector? Does 

COCOBOD use innovative technologies to attract youth?  

 

2.11. Do you have programs/initiatives to increase women's participation in the cocoa 

sector?  

o Increasing women's willingness to cultivate cocoa 

o Improving women's access to inputs and technology to enhance cocoa 

production 

o Empowering women to manage their own cocoa farms and take decisions on 

cocoa production income 

 

2.12. What are other persistent challenges and emerging concerns to keep in mind for 

the cocoa sector in Ghana?  

 

 

4. Section 3: Perception of the impact of the Cocoa Livelihoods Program 

Phase II in Ghana 

 
3.1. To what extent to do you think the CLP II program served as a learning and sharing 

avenue to public entities for the improvement of service delivery to cocoa farmers 

(including extension, planting materials, and inputs)? 

 

3.2. Do you find it more effective to channel training to organized farmers involved 

in the CLP II program (versus other farmers)?  

 

3.3. To what extent do you think the CLP II program has introduced innovative 

approaches to increasing cocoa productivity?  

 

5. Section 4: Perception of past and current collaborations with WCF and 

MGPs 
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WCF, through its Cocoa Livelihoods Program and CocoaAction, centralized the request for 

planting material to the national Seed production Units (SPUs). SPUs were able to meet 

most of MGPs’ needs in Ghana, but not all.  

 

3.1. What could be done better in the future to improve farmers’ access to planting 

materials?  

 

The COCOBOD worked with MGPs in training farmers on GAP practices. Community 

Extension Agents (CEAs) from the Ghana Cocoa Board (COCOBOD) were employed to train 

the farmers at the community level. 

 

3.2. How has your experience been collaborating with the MGPs? 

 

3.3. Have you faced any challenges working together?  

 

 

6. Section 5: Recommendations for future programs of the World Cocoa 

Foundation 

 
WCF’s vision is to create a sustainable and thriving cocoa sector – where farmers prosper, 
cocoa-growing communities are empowered, human rights are respected, and the 
environment is conserved. 
 

5.1. Having worked with few Matching Grant Partners (MGP) of the CLP II program, 

what would you recommend to WCF as they think about adjusting CLP II or possibly 

creating a new program to achieve WCF’s vision?  

 

5.2. In that recommended scenario, what role would you foresee COCOBOD to play? 

 

5.3. What should WCF do to make sure that its programs are aligned with the 

government’s priorities and complement existing government initiatives? 

 

 

7. Section 6: Closing 

 

Thank you very much for your time and the information shared. This meeting has been very 

useful to us.  

 

6.11. Do you have additional feedback, suggestions, information to share?  

 

6.12. Do you have any questions for us?  
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6.13. Would it be possible for us to reach out to you should we have any follow-up 

questions from this meeting? 
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e. Interview guide for financial services providers 

 

I. Introduction and Context  
 

1. Overall project context 

Dalberg is a strategy consulting firm hired by the World Cocoa Foundation (WCF) as an 

independent evaluator of the Cocoa Livelihoods Program Phase II (CLP II).  

More specifically, our assignment is to help the World Cocoa Foundation understand the 

impact of its CLP II program, with a final evaluation: 

- clearly establishing the program’s performance in achieving its vision and objectives; 

- providing WCF with data points facilitating the calculation of the final incentive 

payments to individual Matching Grant Partners (MGPs); 

- offering a better understanding of the drivers of impact and adaptations needed to meet 

WCF’s vision of a sustainable and thriving cocoa sector. 

  

2. Purpose of the interview 

The purpose of this interview is primarily to learn more about your experience and perception 

of the Cocoa Livelihoods Program Phase II (CLP II).  

 

We would also like to collect: 

- Any relevant information on increasing access to finance and improving smallholder 

farmers’ livelihoods;  

- Any feedback or suggestions you might have for WCF as a whole, to better deliver on 

its mission of a sustainable and thriving cocoa sector. 

 

This interview should last around one hour. 
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II. Interview Questions  
 

1. Identification 

Name  

Title  

Email and phone number  

 

 

2. Section 1: General information 

 

1.4. How familiar are you with the World Cocoa Foundation’s Cocoa Livelihoods 

Program in Cote d’Ivoire/Ghana?  

 

1.5. To what extent have you been involved in the CLP II program? 

 

1.6. Have you been involved in other WCF initiatives? If so, which ones? 

 

 

3. Section 2: Overview of the organization ’s current activities to increase 

access to finance  

 

2.1. What services do you provide to make credit access to farmers? 

 

2.2. Do you offer different services tailored to women?  

 

2.3. Do you lend money to individuals or groups?  

 

2.4. What interest rates do you charge?  

 

2.5. What are the criteria you use to approve a loan?  

 

2.6. What do farmers use the money they lend for? 

 

2.7. Do farmers pay back their loans on time?  

 

2.8. What trends have you observed in terms of who borrows money? And how 

frequently?  

 

2.9. What are some of the innovative models that you use/come across to improve 

financial inclusion of farmers?  
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4. Section 3: Perception of the impact of the Cocoa Livelihoods Program 

Phase II  

 
3.1. To what extent to do you think the CLP II program served as a learning and 

sharing avenue to public and private entities for the improvement of service 

delivery to cocoa farmers (including access to credit)? 

 

3.2. To what extent do you think CLP II has introduced innovative approaches to 

increasing access to credit to farmers?  

 

3.3. To what extent do you think CLP II has introduced innovative approaches to 

increasing access to credit to women in cocoa communities?  

 

 

5. Section 4: Recommendations for future programs of the World Cocoa 

Foundation 

 
WCF’s vision is to create a sustainable and thriving cocoa sector – where farmers prosper, 
cocoa-growing communities are empowered, human rights are respected, and the 
environment is conserved. 
 

4.1. Based on your experience partnering with WCF, what would you recommend to 

WCF as they think about adjusting CLP II or possibly creating a new program to 

achieve WCF’s vision?  

 

4.2. In that recommended scenario, what role would you foresee your institution to 

play? 

 

4.3. What should WCF do to make sure that its programs continue to align with the 

existing initiatives?  

 
 

6. Section 5: Closing 

Thank you very much for your time and the information shared. This meeting has been very 

useful to us.  

 

5.1. Do you have additional feedback, suggestions, information to share?  

 

5.2. Do you have any questions for us?  

 

5.3. Would it be possible for us to reach out to you should we have any follow-up 

questions from this meeting? 

 


