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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Dear Colleagues,

The week of October 24, 2016 was an incredible one in Abidjan. World  
Cocoa Foundation and Le Conseil du Café-Cacao hosted the 2016 
Partnership Meeting &Cocoa Sustainability Trade Fair with more than 
550 participants from around the world. Many productive discussions 
about sustainable livelihoods of men and women cocoa farmers, emerging 
technologies for farm productivity, promoting engagement from youth,  
and more were 

In my keynote address, I stressed that the cocoa sector is at an inflection point. The 
sector faces a unique opportunity to deepen efforts to build a sustainable supply chain 
where fa rmers lives are improved, the environment is better protected,  
and all participants prosper and grow.  I flagged four areas where I want to deepen 
WCF’s impact: 

1) Strengthen our focus on sustainable livelihoods of farmers, though continued 
investments in productivity as well as additional policy measures to address sector 
constraints and boost incomes;

2) Scale up the reach and impact of our sustainability programs, by expanding our 
focus on new geographies like Latin America and mobilizing additional investment 
funds from development partners;

3) Stronger focus on environmental sustainability, particularly addressing the  
cocoa-deforestation linkage; and

4) Increase transparency and accountability among all actors in the supply chain, 
including WCF, member companies, and origin governments.

I was thrilled to see the growing alignment on the key issues among all actors in the 
supply chain, particularly the repeated focus of His Excellency Daniel Kablan Duncan, 
Prime Minister of the Republic of Côte d’Ivoire, Massandjé Touré-Litse, Director General 
of Le Conseil du Café-Cacao, Madame Dominique Ouattara, First Lady of the Republic 
of Côte d’Ivoire, and other speakers on sustainable livelihoods, deforestation, and 
women’s empowerment.  

In some areas, it was clear that we have a good understanding of the necessary 
interventions to accelerate sustainability in the cocoa sector, and the core challenge 
is to move to scale – particularly in the areas of productivity, women’s empowerment, 
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community development, and child protection.  But in other areas, additional analysis 
and research is needed to better diagnose the problems and pilot solutions – such 
as addressing deforestation and climate change, and alternative income generating 
activities for cocoa farmers. 

One of the striking features of the discussions was the growing level of trust and 
commitment among all the stakeholders to work together. I was very pleased to see the 
repeated reference that CocoaAction provides a strong framework to strengthen public-
private collaboration. One of the most exciting panels was the “chorus line” of some sixteen 
different actors in the supply chain who all gave concrete examples of how they are working 
differently as a result of CocoaAction, or the impact of specific CocoaAction interventions.

Another important message was that we need to look to the future and reflect on what cocoa 
production and processing will look like in 2030.  Everyone loved the “Innovation Showcase” 
where eight innovators demonstrated new products, services, and technologies that are 
supporting transformation of the sector.  

Most importantly, the meeting ended with a strong shared commitment to deepen 
collaboration, including more effective dialogue between private sector and governments on 
key policy issues, more active engagement between WCF and civil society organizations, and 
expanded collaboration with international financial organizations to mobilize the resources 
needed to scale up sustainability efforts.

Without doubt, the most inspirational part of the Partnership Meeting was the opportunity 
to listen to the large number of cocoa farmers who participated in panels and attended 
the discussions, particularly incredibly dynamic women farmers. Without them, none of us 
would be here.

There is an African proverb that says “Wisdom does not come overnight.”  I hope many 
participants came away from the Partnership Meeting with a stronger sense of shared 
purpose, and a renewed energy to work harder to accelerate inclusive and sustainable 
growth in cocoa. I certainly did.

We hope you’ll join us again next year to continue the conversation on cocoa sustainability. 
Please save the date for the 2017 Partnership Meeting on October 24 - 25 at the Marriott 
Renaissance Hotel in Washington, D.C.

With regards,

 

richard scobey 
President
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day 1

“The Partnership Meeting is an opportunity to not only listen,  
not only learn, but to get engaged.” 
 
mariam dao gabala
co-master of ceremony
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WELCOME CEREMONIES 

Co-Masters of Ceremonies: 

mariam dao gabala
mark smith

Remarks: 

elisabeth ballet
first deputy mayor of port-bouët

richard scobey
world Cocoa foundation

massandjé touré-litse
le Conseil du café-cacao

barry parkin
world Cocoa foundation

The Partnership Meeting kicked off with notes of excitement and energy for 
gathering in the world’s number one producer of cocoa. Cocoa sustainability 
stakeholders gathered in Abidjan – where cocoa serves as the true backbone of  
the economy - to tackle some of the major challenges and opportunities facing the 
sector including climate change and deforestation, women’s empowerment, child 
labor, and disease eradication among others. While the meeting attracted leaders 
in the cocoa and chocolate sectors, media, government representatives, civil society 
organizations, and more, the most important stakeholders in the room were the 
cocoa farmers. Without them, the work of the cocoa sustainability professionals 
would not be possible.

WCF President Rick Scobey noted four key areas for WCF to deepen impact. See his 
opening remarks here.

Massandjé Touré-Litse, Director-General of Le Conseil du Café-Cacao, pointed to 
her country’s desire to find solutions to key challenges facing the cocoa sector. These 
included climate change and deforestation; women’s empowerment as a critical 
component in cocoa sustainability; convincing young people to choose cocoa farming 
as a career and, in so doing, ensure the legacy of their cocoa-farming foreparents; 
raising farmer incomes; and improving livelihoods for cocoa farmers and their 
communities. View her opening remarks here.

WCF Chairman Barry Parkin, outlined four “C’s” outlining reasons for the cocoa 
sector to be concerned: competitiveness, child labor, cocoa swollen shoot virus, 
and climate change. He also outlined four “C’s” outlining reasons to be cheerful: 
commercial farming, clones, consumption, and CocoaAction. He stressed that in 
order to drive sector-wide change, we need more innovation, and more countries, 
companies and farmers involved. Collaboration is key. See his remarks here.

http://www.worldcocoafoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/files_mf/1482421590RickScobeyWecomePMSpeechFINAL.pdf
http://www.worldcocoafoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/files_mf/1483988761ToureLitseOpeningSpeechPM.pdf
http://www.worldcocoafoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/files_mf/1484003435BarryParkinWCFPartnershipmeeting2016.pdf
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KEYNOTE ADDRESS

Speaker:

his excellency daniel  
kablan duncan
prime minister of the republic 
of côte d’ivoire 

Poverty reduction in Côte d’Ivoire is an important focus of the government, with  
the agricultural sector playing a major role in addressing this issue. Building efficient 
and effective agricultural production, decreasing unemployment, and fighting 
deforestation are main priorities. In the cocoa sector, investments in research and 
technological innovation are key to developing crops that will adapt to the impacts 
of climate change. Focusing on people is also critical, in order to build the next 
generation of farmers and cocoa entrepreneurs. 

Mr. Duncan thanked everyone for their dedication to building a sustainable  
cocoa sector. He was especially grateful for the many cocoa farmers present.

View The Prime Minister’s speech.

INVESTING IN PEOPLE I: COCOA’S NEXT GENERATION  
ENCOURAGING YOUTH ENGAGEMENT

Moderator:

sandro giuliani
jacobs foundation

Panelists:

massandjé touré-litse
le conseil du café-cacao

mireille madeleine kende
cocoa farmer

stephen opuni
ghana cocoa board

william egbe
coca-cola africa foundation (retired) 

Making cocoa farming an attractive career for young people and providing training 
for careers in cocoa are important drivers for the long-term longevity of the sector. 
Some of the ways we can ensure cocoa farming is attractive to youth in Côte d’Ivoire 
and Ghana is by providing a reasonable price and wage as well as approaching cocoa 
farming asa business. 

Youths must be aware that opportunities go beyond farming – there are opportunities 
along the supply chain including developing new farm-level technologies to improve 
efficiency, provide transportation options between farm and markets, storage 
opportunities, and more. 

The role of the cocoa industry is to establish programs that provide training and 
materials to young cocoa farmers, while governments must provide access to 
land. Reinforcing partnerships between public and private entities will provide 
accountability for real impact. In Ghana, 40,000 young cocoa farmers have been 
reached through programs providing agrochemicals, training and research with the 
help of WCF.

“Youth will be attracted if  
they have a valuable way 
to make a sustainable 
living that generates pride.”
  
william egbe, cocoa-cola  
africa foundation (retired)

Making Space for Youth in Cocoa.

http://www.worldcocoafoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/files_mf/1482157993PRIMEMINISTERSPEECHPM2016French.pdf
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INVESTING IN PEOPLE II: DIVERSIFYING FINANCIAL INCLUSION  
OPTIONS FOR WOMEN

Moderator:

corinne riquet
cgap

 
Speakers:

ashiagbor david
making finance work for africa

osafo faustina
cocoa farmer

sarah schaefer
mars, incorporated

youssouf ndjoré
CARE côte d’ivoire

The challenge in access to finance may appear homogeneous, but on a closer review, 
the underlying reasons that drive this need are heterogeneous, influenced by gender 
and other social factors. Women farmers in cocoa growing communities face a 
unique set of social constraints in accessing capital.

More than 40% of women working 
in the cocoa sector in West Africa 
do not have access to financial 
services.  On a broader scale, 
available commercial credit for 
agriculture in Africa is less than 
10% compared to other sectors. 
Providing financial services to 
low-income rural women gives 
women equal opportunity to serve 
as productive contributors to the 
agricultural sector in West Africa. 
There is a clear case for putting 
more of a focus on agricultural 
financing, especially for women.

Climate change is a very real threat to farm productivity and farmer livelihoods. 
Agricultural insurance could help protect farmers from the effects of climate  
change on their land, trees and crop. Issues like climate change, and other factors 
and needs of farmers, should be taken into account when designing financial 
products and services. Farmers should be involved at the start of the process 
to ensure products and services are better designed based on need. In addition, 
farmers should receive training on financial literacy and a clear understanding  
of available products. 

Banks and micro-finance institutes must facilitate financial inclusion in order to 
successfully reach cocoa farmers. To facilitate financial inclusion of women, banks  
and micro-finance institutions should challenge the existing models and encourage 
women to take advantage of products that would help them improve their businesses.  
A common dialogue for stakeholders working on promoting financial inclusion should 
be developed in order to give a stronger voice to gender concerns for access to finance.

“We divide our revenue in two: 
we use one part to buy pesticides 
and other tools, and we use the 
other part to survive. The money 
we invest in the farm is small.”
 
osafo faustina, ghanaian 
cocoa farmer on how she 
finances her production
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PROTECTING THE PLANET: DEFORESTATION AND THE COCOA SECTOR

Presenter: 
rebecca asare 
forest trends

 
Moderator: 

jonas mva mva 
idh – the sustainable trade initiative

 
Speakers: 
adama tondossama 
office of parks and reserves 
Côte d’Ivoire 

bruce cabarle
partnerships for forests

christopher stewart
olam

gerome tokpa
the forest trust

According to the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations, 
earth has lost more than 132 million hectares of forests since 1990 with agricultural 
commodities playing a major role in global deforestation. Some of the indirect drivers 
of deforestation include policies and laws established by governments, and economic 
decision making by farming. Within the past 20 years, 20% of all global forests 
have disappeared.

Commercial agriculture and illegal conversion of forest land for agriculture make 
up a high percentage of the drivers of deforestation. As a result, cocoa, among other 
commodities, is a driver of deforestation. 

Key players along the coca value chain in both Ghana and Côte d’Ivoire are coming 
together to address the issues and identify solutions to deforestation. The newest 
initiative related to deforestation as a result of cocoa involves REDD+, or Reducing 
Emissions from Deforestation and forest Degradation in developing countries, and the 
role of conservation, sustainable management of forests, and enhancement of forest 
carbon stocks in developing countries.

Deforestation occurs as a function of the economic interests of the producer,  
among other complex pressures such as government policies, land tenure, degrading 
soil fertility, and more. It is important to establish a balance between population, 
agriculture and the forest. The sustainability of the sector depends on the preservation 
of the forest, and vice versa.

If the farmer sees more value in cutting 
down trees to grow more cocoa than 
to maintain existing trees, there is an 
economic driver to deforestation. In 
order to manage agriculture, culture 
and forests, the local population must be 
involved in managing their agricultural 
space. Good policies should be established 
by the government with public and 
private sector support in order to find 
a sustainable solution. Each sector 
has different needs, perspectives, and 
resources, so partnerships are key to 
seeing collaborative results.

In order to tackle deforestation, value should be placed on existing land to protect 
existing forests, and farmers must be at the center of the process driving programs 
that benefit them, their land, and the forest. Alignments between economic interest 
and ecological motivation of the forest is vital for the development of the cocoa sector. 
Maintaining forests, reforesting and implementing agroforestry provide opportunities 
to curb deforestation while maintaining cocoa farmer livelihoods. View session 
presentation here.

http://www.worldcocoafoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/files_mf/1484002892R.AsareWCFPartnershipMeetingDeforestationppt.pdf
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SHARED PROSPERITY: SUSTAINABLE LIVELIHOODS  
FOR COCOA GROWING FAMILIES

Moderator: 
helge mahne 
fsg

 
Speakers: 
arjen boekhold 
tony’s chocolonely

chiji ojukwu
african development bank

friedel hütz-adams
südwind institute

jason green
ecom
 
julie greene
olam

Sustainable livelihoods for cocoa farming families and poverty eradication go 
hand-in-hand, giving the cocoa sector and important priority in the grand scheme 
of global development. A distinction should be made between protecting people and 
protecting the cocoa sector with priority given to sustainable livelihoods for cocoa 
growing families.

Some of the challenges contributing to 
an unsustainable cocoa sector are the 
high costs of living, lack of transparency 
along the supply chain, non-competitive 
market place, and gender inequality 
within the system. In many cases, 
farmers cannot afford to take on 
additional costs so existing practices, 
which may not be sustainable,  
are maintained.

Training and improving human capital 
can support sustainable livelihoods 
by improving skills and resources. 
Certification is also important for cocoa 
farmers because it provides stability and  
good working conditions. 

“A difference should be 
made between protecting 
people and protecting 
the cocoa sector. Priority 
should be sustainable 
livelihoods for cocoa 
growing families.”
 
friedel hütz-adams,  
südwind institute

Participants visit the Cocoa sustainability Trade Fair and sample some of the chocolates.
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day 2

“We need to look to the future with confidence and trust.”

richard scobey, world cocoa foundation



Day 1 • p. 11 Day 1 • p. 11

WHERE IS THE SECTOR TODAY? COCOAACTION VOICES: FOCUSING ON ACTION

Moderator: 
christine mcgrath 
mondelez international

 
Speakers: 
beatrice moulianitaki 
solidaridad

cathy pieters
mondelez international 
 
christophe kouamé 
icraf 
 
elan emanuel 
fair trade usa 
 
euphrasie aka 
international cocoa initiative 
 
francis baah 
ghana cocoa board 
 
hazel culley 
marks & spencer 
 
jack steijn 
cen/iso 
 
jean-marie delon 
cargill cocoa & chocolate 
 
richard rogers 
the bill & melinda gates foundation 
 
robert yapo assamoi 
le conseil du café-cacao 
 
tawiah agyarko-kwarteng 
the hershey company

hélène kla amenan 
cocoa farmer 
 
yvette ayekoue anin 
cocoa farmer 
 
abou fofana 
cocoa farmer 
 
timothée lanta 
cocoa farmer 
 
macarthur doh kojo
cocoa farmer

A broad and diverse group of stakeholders was featured to demonstrate how 
CocoaAction is changing the way companies work and how farmers are seeing benefits 
of coordinated actions.  

CocoaAction provides a space for 
learning and transparency. This is an 
important way the community can grow 
and improve. Stakeholders need to be 
humble in order to do this successfully, 
and need to learn from each other to 
focus on successes and avoid making the 
same mistakes.

Focus must be put on sustaining 
relationships between public and private 
sector partners, measuring outputs and 
outcomes in order to see impact, and encouraging more youth to get involved. In 
Ghana, “cocoa is Ghana, and Ghana is cocoa.” This idea encourages youth to see 
opportunity in cocoa and supports long-term success of the sector.

A main highlight was the importance of having a unified vision in order to have a 
greater impact and move faster together. The African proverb “If you want to go 
fast, go alone. If you want to go far, go together” supports this notion and describes 
CocoaAction’s multi-stakeholder approach of working together.”

Cocoa Farmer Hélène Kla Amenan explains how CocoaAction has impacted her farm.

“It is important to have a  
unified vision that will 
allow a unified voice.”
 
cathy pieters, on how  
cocoaaction is changing the 
way the cocoa industry works
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WHERE IS THE WORLD HEADING? WHAT NEEDS TO BE  
ON OUR RADAR IN THE NEXT 10- 20 YEARS?

Presenter: 
younes zrikem 
bcg casablanca

 
Some of the biggest influencers in the future of agriculture are social and 
political trends such as health impacts of agricultural products and the impact 
of regulations on commodities. Agricultural demand will change with increased 
urbanization, rising middle class, and eating habits of urban populations in the 
next 20 years, especially in emerging markets.

Climate change will have a big effect on agriculture in the future, with both crop 
yield and the land area suitable for agricultural development being impacted. 
A shift in farming practices could come from increased small holder access to 
markets, as well as greater automation and technological influence on farms.

These are some of the major global trends that could impact the way companies 
do business and farmers approaching production by 2030. View session 
presentation here.

INNOVATION SHOWCASE: TECHNIQUES & TECHNOLOGIES  
FOR A MORE PROSPEROUS COCOA FUTURE

Moderator: 
mariam dao gabala
 
Timekeeper: 
murielle ahouré 
2016 Olympic ivorian flagbearer,  
olympic sprinter
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Murielle Ahouré checks the timer to make sure participants keep to the three-minute maximum per innovation.

The Innovation Showcase featured a rapid-fire format for companies to demonstrate 
farm-level goods and services that could change how farms operate. The innovations 
demonstrated how their products and services would help transform the cocoa sector 
under several categories.

Innovations Included:

• Biotechnology Trends

• Banzai Biostimulant: a product that increases cocoa tree productivity and 
strengthens cocoa pods against external diseases and stresses, presented by 
Arysta Callivoire.

http://www.worldcocoafoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/files_mf/1484003004Y.ZrikemWCFFuturePPT.pdf


Day 1 • p. 13

 
 

 
JOINING FORCES TO TACKLE CHILD LABOR

Presenter: 
nick weatherill 
international cocoa initiative 

Speakers: 
aboubacar kampo 
unicef

agnes yao amenan
caan cooperative

emmanuel opoku
ghana cocoa board 
 
kouadio aka 
caan coop 
 
simon billington 
nestec, ltd 

Child labor is the act of forcing children to work, particularly on farms, which is a 
universal violation of human rights. It is important to have effective collaboration 
between public and private sector actors to reduce child labor and address poverty 
eradication on a greater scale. 

While some progress has been achieved in recent years to fight child labor in cocoa 
communities, much more needs to be done to match the scale of the challenge. This 
effort requires collaboration across all stakeholders, and cannot be left to farmers 
alone. Regret was expressed for not having been able to understand the totality 
and complexity of the phenomenon when it first emerged, which hindered an open 
and appropriate response. With more proven approaches and resources directed at 
sustainability to tackle many of the root causes, work can and should be scaled up. 
This requires some navigation of reputational risk, but transparency is essential to 
keep the problem visible, the diagnosis accurate, the response appropriate and the 
narrative balanced.

Through public-private partnerships and investments in school and education, 
advancements in economic growth and prosperity in cocoa communities can 
be realized.
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• Atoptix Plant Disease Diagnostics: digital smartphone tool designed for-
field-level diagnostics of plant disease, presented by Megan Wilkerson, Ph.D. 
candidate at The Pennsylvania State University. 

• Changes in Farming Practices & Technologies

• Pelle Bongo: handheld cocoa pod breaker, presented by Mr. Ron Boring. 
• Advans: digital savings accounts, presented by Mr. Gregoire Danel-Fedou, 

Director-General of ADVANS-Côte d’Ivoire.
• L’ecobosseus AMA-12: Mechanical Cocoa Pod Breaking Machine, presented by 

Mr. Eric N’Guetta. 

• Changes in Farming Structures

• Manobi: package of financial and input-focused services to professionalize cocoa 
farms, presented by Mr. Daniel Annerose. 

• SOLEA: commercial-scale cocoa farming in Côte d’Ivoire, presented by  
Mr. Remy Allemane.

• Landmapp: solutions for documenting land rights for smallholder farmers, 
presented by Mr. Joseph Okyere, Chief Operating Officer. Land Mapp Ghana.
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KEYNOTE ADDRESS 

Speaker: 
madame dominique ouattara 
first lady of the republic  
of côte d’ivoire

The Partnership Meeting is an opportunity to understand the challenges of 
sustainable development in the cocoa economy, one of which is the elimination  
of the worst forms of child labor. By devoting a special session to this issue, WCF 
provides an opportunity for all stakeholders to discuss achievements and focus our 
efforts to achieve our common goals.    

Cocoa production is facing many questions related to child labor. Côte d’Ivoire,  
along with the governments of Ghana and the United States and the chocolate and 
cocoa industry, have established a partnership designed to fight child labor. The 
agreement, called the Harkin-Engel Protocol, is the institutional framework of 
reference of the industry’s efforts in the fight against the worst forms of child labor. 
Many companies are already implementing projects to tackle this, including WCF’s 
CocoaAction strategy. 

In Côte d’Ivoire, extensive awareness campaigns have been conducted among 
producers, and legislation has been passed to strengthen the legal framework. In 
addition, media campaigns are being implemented to raise awareness, traffickers are 
being apprehended, training seminars for different actors across the sector have been 
organized, and bilateral agreements have been signed with neighboring countries to 
prevent cross-border trafficking.  

All partners were thanked for their continued commitment with Côte d’Ivoire to fight 
trafficking and the worst forms of child labor. View the full speech here. 
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Madame Dominique Ouattara, First Lady of the Republic of Côte d’Ivoire, speaks about her efforts to fight child labor 
in cocoa communities.

“I remain convinced that it 
is in giving every child the 
opportunity to go to school, 
we will succeed in reducing 
vulnerability and preserve 
them from trafficking and 
exploitation.”
 
madame dominique ouattara, 
first lady of the republic of 
côte d’ivoire

http://www.worldcocoafoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/files_mf/1482158007DominiqueOuattaraFirstLadySpeechPM2016.pdf
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BREAKOUT SESSION A: MODERNIZING THE COCOA SECTOR  
THROUGH STRATEGIC INVESTMENTS IN RESEARCH

Moderator: 
isabelle adam 
touton

Speakers:
gary guittard
guittard chocolate company

remy allemane 
solea 
 
roberto granja 
transmar ecuador

Cocoa research is not only lab work and science. To envision a more modernized 
cocoa sector, strategic focus on future-oriented research will need to be prioritized 
and resourced.

Research provides opportunities to learn about cocoa varieties, genetic markers  
and diseases, and allows us to better understand cocoa flavor, best practices  
for fermentation, water management by cocoa farmers, and improvements in  
cocoa productivity. 

Grafting and cuttings are two technologies being implemented in Latin America that 
are benefiting farms through increased productivity. Farmers can be taught how to 
graft and make cuttings with improved genetic material existing on farms. This will 
increase the availability of seedlings.

West Africa and Latin America face many of the same issues with a need for the 
government to be more strongly involved in safeguarding genetic varieties of cocoa 
and investing in research. Disease can destroy cocoa production by up to 90%, so it 
is critical to invest in disease eradication and development of disease-resistant cocoa 
varieties, in addition to prioritizing non-traditional research to help modernize  
the cocoa sector.

BREAKOUT SESSION B: FUTURE TRENDS IN TRANSPARENCY  
& ACCOUNTABILITY FOR THE COCOA SECTOR   

Moderator: 
katarina kahlman 
technoserve

 
Speakers: 
amponsah tawiah 
minerals commission ghana 
 
antonie fountain 
voice network 
 
jennifer golden 
world cocoa foundation 
 
nathan bello 
nestlé

Transparency is defined as demonstrating openness among stakeholders and  
sharing of information. It is important to show respect and sustainable relations 
across the supply chain. 

For industry and private companies, this means getting more information, more 
knowledge sharing, and knowing what is working and what is not. It allows 
companies to ensure people are focusing on what matters in order to prioritize efforts. 
Transparency among companies has received positive response from consumers, and 
it demonstrates a more trusted relationship among stakeholders. 

For the government, transparency demonstrates a clear understanding of what 
people are doing and who is involved. Trust between government and society is an 
important part of being transparent and accountable.

CocoaAction is demonstrating transparency by bring companies together  
to collaborate, by bringing governments, civil society organizations, and  
communities together, and by sharing data internally and externally. Consolidating 
data allows users to see aggregated results across stakeholder groups – not just  
within individual companies. 

Reputational damage is a potential risk of not being transparent, which many 
companies would actively avoid. Sharing information across stakeholders is 
important before we can assess successes. 
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BREAKOUT SESSION C: SCALING UP FINANCING – DO COCOA FARMS  
NEED FINANCING FOR REHABILITATION & RENOVATION?    

Moderator: 
cassandra colbert 
ifc 

Speakers:

brian milder 
root capital

john magnay
opportunity international 
 
michael schlup 
barry callebaut 

simplice chigbo 
idh – the sustainable trade initiative

Mobilizing blended finance mechanisms will provide opportunities for 
rehabilitation and renovation of small holder cocoa farms. There are many 
similarities between the cocoa and coffee sectors with a hybrid of traders, financial 
institutions and NGOs investing in agriculture and financial literacy. Age of trees, 
heavy burden of pest and disease, and a lack of fertilizer affects farm productivity 
in Africa and Latin America facing similar problems. By providing economic and 
financial training, farmers can improve their businesses and increase productivity.

Assisting farmers and cooperatives with access to sustainable and affordable 
investment programs will help develop farm-level capacity. Many programs exist 
to provide financing and help people invest in the farm and improve productivity.

Banks should be able to propose long term loans for revenue generating  
activities. They should assist cocoa farmers in each step to better understand 
products and services.

Medium term financing for alternative activities to compensate losses that farmers 
are facing will help make cocoa more competitive. It is important to train farmers 
in financial literacy so they can understand what options and opportunities are 
available by banks and lenders.  There is a strong need for creative credit programs 
that can assist cocoa farmers to renovate and rehabilitate old and diseased cocoa 
farms. This effort and the need to establish such a facility were widely endorsed  
by the panel.

MEETING CLOSE

Reflections: 
massandjé touré-litse 
le conseil du café-cacao 
 
richard scobey 
world cocoa foundation 

 
Official Meeting Closure: 

apporture kouakou 
deputy chief of staff, ministry  
of agriculture, côte d’ivoire

Collaboration, facing challenges, investments in science and research, and 
improvements of quality were some of the key themes shared during the two-day 
meeting. Also important were the need to work together in order to move in the 
same direction. All stakeholders in the cocoa sector need to work together to boost 
productivity, empower women, and fight child labor. Partnerships among different 
actors are key for true, sustainable change.

Massandjé Touré-Litse and Richard Scobey reflect on the main messages shared during the Partnership Meeting.
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thank you to our sponsors

cocoa silver sponsors

cocoa bronze sponsors

in kind sponsors 

cocoa platinum sponsor

cocoa gold sponsor
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Accra Office
Hse. No. 4,  
Blackberries Street 
East Legon
PMB MD 217, Madina
Accra, Ghana
T +233 302 542 187

Abidjan Office
Abidjan Cocody Attoban,
Rue J 153, Lot 23, Ilot 3215.
Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire
T +225 22 50 17 41

Washington Office
1411 K. Street, NW, Suite 500
Washington, D.C. 20005
United States
T +1 202 737 7870

Visit the WCF Website for the full agenda, speaker biographies, 
participant list, and more:  
www.worldcocoa.org/2016-partnership-meeting-abidjan

SAVE THE DATE:

2017 Partnership Meeting
October 24 – 25, 2017
Washington D.C., USA

https://www.facebook.com/WorldCocoaFoundation/
https://twitter.com/WorldCocoa
https://www.youtube.com/user/WorldCocoa
https://www.instagram.com/worldcocoafoundation/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/world-cocoa-foundation?actionToken=p%3Dp%253Dbiz-feed-home-first-load%2526c%253D9e3b30e6-74ce-4515-8e34-bca93a8a4ecd%2526m%253Dcompany_feed%2526n%253D0%26t%3Da%253DisFolloweeOfPoster%25253Dfalse%252526distanceFromActor%25253D-1%252526actorType%25253D%252526likedByUser%25253Dfalse%252526targetId%25253D%252526recentCommentUrns%25253D%252526targetType%25253D%252526sponsoredFlag%25253DORGANIC%252526verbType%25253Dlinkedin%2525253Ashare%252526objectType%25253Dlinkedin%2525253Aarticle%252526totalShares%25253D0%252526activityId%25253Durn%2525253Ali%2525253Aactivity%2525253A6224332365691387904%252526recentLikerUrns%25253D%252526actorId%25253Durn%2525253Ali%2525253Acompany%2525253A2881328%252526totalComments%25253D0%252526relevanceScore%25253D0%2E0%252526recentCommenterUrns%25253D%252526isPublic%25253Dtrue%252526time%25253D-1%252526totalLikes%25253D0%252526objectId%25253Durn%2525253Ali%2525253Aarticle%2525253A8168684053785428355%252526distanceFromNestedActor%25253D-1%2526s%253DORGANIC%2526u%253Durn%25253Ali%25253Aactivity%25253A6224332365691387904&atv=2)

